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FOR THE

WEEK ENDING SA'I‘URDAY NOV, 22, 1884

BISHOP WALSH ON TUE INTERME-
DIATE STATE.

The announcement in the daily press
on Saturday that His Lordship the
Bishop of London would, on Sunday
evening, lecture in St. Peter’s Cathe-
dral, on the doctrine of an “Intermediate
State in the Next Life,” had the effect
of bringing together the largest congre-
gation of the season — in fact, there
was not standing rcom in the
church, Vespers began  at
o'clock, Rev. Father Walsh, cele
brant. The other clergy in the sanctu-
ary were Right Rev, Mgr. Bruyere,
Fathers Tiernan, Coffey, Dunphy, Brady
(Woodstock), and Kennedy.
imperfect and hurriedly taken notes of
the lecture we are enabled to give our
readers the following report :

His Lordship took his text from I Cor,,
chap. 111,11 16:

“For other foundation no man can lay,
but that which is laid, which is Christ
Jesus, Now if any man build upon this
foundation, gold, silver, pre cious stones,
wood, hay, stubble,  Every wan’s work
shall be manifest; for the day of the
Lord £hall declare 1, because it shall be
revealed m fire; and the fire shall try
every man's work, of what sort it is, It
any man’s work abide,which he hath built
thereupon, he shall receive a reward,
It any man’s work barn, he shall suffer
loss : but he himself shall be saved ; yet
80 as by fire.

An ipspired writer tells us that we |
are fearfully and wonderfully made, W
have each of us a soul with a whole |
eternity depending upon it, That soul
is made in the image and likeness of
God—it is a sumple substance, having no
parig, and therefore cannot sufler |
dissolution. It has infinite wants that
cannot be satistied here—it has aspira
tions that resch up to heaven—its |
thoughts range through the \ast intini
tude of space—it has pinings and yearn
ings that nothing created ¢ .n satisfy—
it has a thirst for happiness that cannot |
be quenched save by drinking of ‘h“‘.
fountain of God’s being, The soul is |
immortal ; it cannot die, hike God him
self, 1t will live on forever amid the
wreck of systems and the crash of |
worlds. It is no wonder, therefore, that |
questions regarding the bereafter of the |
soul should possess a profound interest
for us all,

I come this evening to discuss the |
question whether there is in the next |
world an intermediate place of suftering
and expiation for some souls before they |
are finally admitted into heaven, For
us Catholics there can be no dount
about this question, for it 18 a delined
article of our faith that there is such a
middle state in the next iife, where
gome souls are detained for a
before they reach their immortal and
havpy destiny, but 1t is useful to show
that this, like all the o'her doetrines of
the church, is in strict accord with right
reason in perfect havinony with the
reveasled word of God.

In discusging this question we must,
for the proper understanding of ity Jay |
down certain prelind propositic :

We will premise 12 tht every
#in i« not
eternal punisbment, according to the
laws of divine justice ; but that there are
less grievous sins which are, from their
nature, venial, and do not destroy grace |
and ¢
ture refers when itdeclares that the just
man falls seven times, Hence, the just
can truly use the words of the
prayer:  “Forgive us our trespasses,”
St. John declares that il we say we have

seven

From our

|

time

mortai, and cdoes not aeserve

Lorad’s

no sin we deceive owrselves, and the
truth is ot in us.  (Ist Epis. St. John
It cehap.) Our
that “for every idie word we speak we
ghall render an account on the day of
Judgment.”  (Mathew, 12th  chap.)
Would it not be moustrous, 101 1Instance,
to assert that the telling of a jocose lie
horrible

)

wers equal 1n gravity to the
crime ol parriclde, or the
of adultery,
punishment? Hence, St Augustine
guys that, “for those datly, transient and
venial cffences, without which this lite
is not lived, the daily prayers of the
faithful satisfy.”

We must, in the second place, lay it
down that, even when God pardons the
truly penitent the e h-rn ¢| punshment
due to morta! sin, He does not always
forgive cortain tvm;.ur,nl chastisements
which remuin to be endured or expiated |
by the forgiven sinner,

“Our first parents disobeyed the com-
mand  which God gave them—they
sinned. He pardoned their sin, but oh |

sin! By it there came iuto the world
pestilences, famines, plagues, wars, s1ck-
ness and death  Moses and Aaron, for
having sinned at the water of contradic-

permitted to enter ihe promised land,
and though Moses feasted his eyes upon
L its beauties, yer, as a temporal punish-
ment of his sin, he was never allowed
to set his foot upon its soil. David, than
whom there was never a greater peni
tent, offended God, The prophet of the
Lord was sent to him, He confessed his
sin, exclaming, “I have sinned against
the Lord.” Tne prophet said to him,
“the Lord also hath taken away thy sin;
thou shalt not die, nevertheless, because
thou hast given occasion to the enemies
of the Lord to blaspheme, for this thing
the child that is born thee shall surely
die.” There remains, theretore, a tem.
poral punishment due even to forgiven
ain.

We should also understand that no

sin, according to God’s ordinary
dence, can or will be forgiven without

| hence

| drachmas

| von Catholics contend  that

Lord even assures uv

shameful sin |
and that it deserves a like |

how terrible were the effects of that |

tion by want of confidence were never |

pl‘uvi-

satisfying, as to all the punishment due
to it, the laws of divine justice,

Now it can happen, and it too often
happens, that the just leave this life still
stained with venial sins, or bound by the
debt of the temporal punishment yet due
for mortal sins forgiven, as to their guilt,
and the eternal punishment due to
them,

Men die suddenly in many ways—
some by heart disease, others hy apop-
lexy; some are found dead in their
beds—others are killed by accident on
trains or steamboats, and thus have not !
time to repent of venial sins, and die |
stained with their guilt. It is certain |
that the number of souls who thus die ‘
in venial sin, or who have not discharged
the temporal punishment due morial
sin forgiven, is very great.  No gin shall
go unpunished; unless it be punished by
the sinner himsell by penance it must
be punished by God, who is offended,
Divine mercy does not violate the rights
of eternal justice, but respects and con-
serves them. Hence, whilst iv forgives
the guilt of gin and the eternal punish
went due to it, 1t does not absolve trom
the debt of temporary punishment to be
undergone in order to sat
Since nothing defiled can ev
Kingdom of heaven,

v justice,
renter the
and no debt of pun-
Ishwent due to sin can co-exist with
eternal beatitunde, it necessarily follows
that, before the imperfect can enter
heaven they must he purged trom the
stains of venial sins and from the debt
of temporal punishment due to forgiven |
grievous sins,  But, since this does not
always take place in this hfe, it must
necessarily take place in the next, and
the necessity of purgatory, or a
place of punishment in the ot ln r life,
where some souls sutfer for a time before
they can go to heaven

We now come to the Serip- |
tural proofs of  this doetrine,
| In  the second book of Machabees

{ (x11-46) it i8 related that the heroie and

Machabeus sent 1200
of silver to Jerusalem for sac-
rifices to be offered for his soldiers slain
in battle, and the inspired writer, com-
menting on this facr, says: “Itis there

fore a holy and a wholesome thought to
pray for the dead, that they may be

pous  Judas

| loosed from their sins.” Now, it would |

be perfectly useless to pray for the dead
iIf they were in heaven, and worse than
useless to pray for them were they con-
demned 1o eternal torments,

way be loosed from their sins by
prayers and suttrages,

plous
that
this Zad

canoueal

[ am aw

book ot Machabees is not
Scripture, but the very same authority
from which we hold the whole Canon of
Sceripture, namely, the authority of the
Catuolic Courch, holds this also to be
canonical and luspire

scripture, But,
admitiing, for argument’s sake, that it is
not canonieal, it must be admitted, at
all events, to be pertectly true and rel
able history. It, therefore, proves that,
amongst the Jews—the people of Goii—
in those days the belief prevailed that
some of the departed dead could be re-
lieved and loosed from their sins, and
1 penalties of th sins, by prayer and
sactifices, and this :ld not be the case
if, besides the heaven of the saved, and
the hell of the damned, there did not
} exist an intermediate place of expiation

for some souls ere they could reach their

arity 3 and it is to such the serip- | immortal and final destiny in heaven
who eame to teach the truth |

I Our Lord,
and to point out the errors and corrup
tions that bad crept into Jewi

| and ]rl'n"n‘v would have

h belief

)

confirms 1t It 1s of

‘ from doing so0, he

this prison, according to the Holy Fath- |
ers our Lord speaks when he says: (Luke |

1 XL, 5-9). “Thoushall not depart thenee
till thou hast paid the last farthing.” In
the parable of Dives and Lazirus, our
Lora tells us that the latter, atter his
death, was earried to the bosom of Abhra

{ ham  Now, what place was this? [t

eould not nave been heaven, for no one

could enter heaven betore the death of
| Christ ; nor could it have been hell, for
then the prayer of Dives to  Lazarus
would have been without meaning or

purpose

| that iddle place in which the souls of
‘ the just of the old law were detained
‘ until after the death and resurrection of
| Christ.  (xvi., 22
aain, 1 st vlm.lla- of St Peter, (111.,
19) we read : “Corist died for our sins,
being put to death in the flesh, but en-
livened In the spinf, in Nhh h, also, |
coming, he preached to those spirits that
were in prison”  Now, what was this
prison? It was mnot surely the hell
of the damned, but that hell or prison ot
which the Apostles’ Creed speaks, in
which were detained the souls of Fod’s
servants who died before Christ, and to
whom the Saviour ¢ 1ne to announce ”l"
glad tidings of their liberation and of
| their eternal salvation, It is of those
| gpirits the seripture speaks when it w\w
1 of Christ that, ascending on high, He led
| captivily ca ~|lv~- (Chap 4, v. 8), that
is, he freed from twhe captivity of
their prison the patriarchs, prophets, and
just ot the old law, and led them in tri
umohant entry into heaven on the day
ot the ascension,

Our blessed Lord and teacher tells us
in Mathew, (chap, x1r, 32) “That he
that shall speak against the Holy Guost
the sin shall not be forgiven him, neither
in this world nor in the world to come.”
These words manifestly imply that sins
may be forgiven in the world to come,
and, therefore, there must be a middle
place wherein this forgiveness could be
meted out, as it could not take place in

?

’l‘il' re |

condemuned |
this doctrine were it not true, but, so far |

It must, therefore, have been |

either heaven or hell, and this is the
meaning which the Holy Fathers, with a
striking unanimity, attach to this text

The last seriptural suthority to which
we shall call attention in proof of & mid

being many, are one body in Christ, and
each one members one of another,” The |
communion of saints is a great fact [T
attested by the revealed word (f God, and |
embodied as an article of faith in the
dle place, or purgatory in the next life, | Apostles” Creed.  The Church is a vast
18 taken from St. Paul’s Ist. epistle to | society of the children of Coristy embrac
the Corinthians, (111, 13-15,,) where the | ing the saints in heaven, the suffering
apostle says : “The day of the Lord |souls in purgatory, and its members still
ghall be revealed by fire, and the fire | detained wn the flesh, There is a boud of
shall try every man’s work, of what sort | union, of sympathy, and of charity, bind

How truly did the poet sing

\hun\ our Holy Chureh's will
"o shield her parting souls from ill,

The dearest friend will turn awnay
And lewve the Wy 1o Keep the clay
| Ever and ever she will stay,

When for us sinrers at our need
'nat mother's volee is ralsed 10 plend

Jealous of death, she guwrds them still,
Miserere Domine

Miserere Domine.

I'he frontier nosts of heaven take heed,

NO. 319
|

| of Dundas  and the
‘ missions,  ineluding \neaster, Flam-
| iu.m\\ ent y Oukville, Port Credit, Streets.
| ville, Georgetown, Acton, ete,
| In lin' midst of winter

priest faced the storms and snows
| of  the forests  to  seek out his
| seattered flock and  carry them the
| consolations of religion, He had just

finished the visitations of the several
| missions when, in the

surrounding

Arriving
the zealous young

: , h Miserere Domine. | burning summer
itis. If any man’s works abide, he shall | ing all these chiliren of the Church in one | of 1847, he was saddenly summoned by
receive areward. It any man’s works be | great family of God. Death cannot sep- | Oh! pray for the dead,  Death does | bis b ishop to Toronto, to attend the hos-
burnt, he shall suffer loss, but he him- | arate  these  souls, mnor raise up | not sever them from hope or from the ‘ ntals, then erowded with vietims of the
self shall be saved yet so as by fire.” ‘.““ impassible barrier  dividing thew; | power of Christ,  Did not Martha say to | emigrant fever.  Bishop Power had st
Here the apostle draws a distinction | for Christ , who 18 our peace, hath | our Lord, in reference to her dead | the time only two priests in the city, his
between pertect works done in charity, | broken down all the walls of parti- | brother Lazarus ‘1 know that even | Viear-General, Father Hays, who was in a

which stand the test of fire, and bring
rewards to their authors, and imperfect
works and venial sins, which are burnt
by purgatorial fires, whilst their authors

tion which sin and death had interposed | now, whatsoever thon wilt ask of (
between God’s children, and hath made | his behalt He will give it to thee
both one ; that is, hath embraced and merey  and

Christ's COmpassion

:ther in the golden
mpathy,

| altar.” And this brings us to the coa- | tory ; bound tog
soling doctrine that those
hope may be helped, relieved,
from their

1 P FRIEND, FATHER DOWLIN(
prisoners of bouds of sy

and freed ~bonds which
purgatorial prison by under ; tor love
prayers, alwsdeeds, and other {
works, but chiefly by the holy saci
of the mass No doctrine of our holy | charity 18
religion has more undeniable proofs of | des.n It
1ts antiquity than this of the duty of | smiles
and the | like the blessed light of hope upon a

triendship and love

death itsell cannot rend
18 stronger than deaih

| The many friex
st wt mors dele In the Catuolic | of this estimable
terms the love of friendship and of |

vot lgilled or extingu shed hy
survives 1ts awfal ravace 1

mortality,

wnd exemplary

hgence ol his death, which ook p

Friday moruing, the 14th inst.,

we the wreck of louse of Providence, Dandas, |1

use, | #and nor death nor the
them
) |

| practice of the Church. Of what
without the existence of a middle

grave can part

‘is 13 and ever has been the

|
|
|
|
promise |y nths ago, but was able to ce
|
|
[
“ to which he looked forward calml

edified all who visited hun mn s «

united the saints in heaven, his children | gooduess reach even to the regions of | Father O’Keilly, who a

acquaintances

will learn with profound regret the intel- |

iod in | dying condition, and Father Kirwan, who
Yes, | had tnken the tever hom t ©em

| Lrants,
and [ In h eme

ency the I‘»~|.»|. sent for

once took the

are saved by those purgatorial fires, on earth, and his suflering prisoners in | the shadow of deatn, He has in his ever [ post of honor—the place of his fallen
The general council of Florence, held | purgatory, into one body, which is his | open hands gifts even for the dead | contrere Uhe epidemic spread with
in 1438, and in which the Greek and | church, And, as in the haman body all | gifts of consoiation, of refreshment, of | alarmivg rapidity,  Bighteen new ho pi
Latin churches were united, teaches that | the members are interdependent dod | peace and rest Ask those gifts for | tals were erected, containing in all about
these words are to be understood of the | minister to each other’s wants, and feel | those you love,  Like the widow of Nain, | nine ndred patients, tor the most part
fires of Purgatorv, and so do all the | for ea other’s suflorings, «d contri. | carry your de ud to the Saviour, let your | Irsh Catholic emigrants,  For six we ks
Greek and Ltin Fathers, and the con- | bute to the well being of the whole | tear id prayers in their behall meet | the brave young priest nobly battled
stant tradition of the church, In fact, | body,so, in the church of God, which is | his compa mute eye, he will say | with the plague;, administering saora
the unbroken tradition of the Catholic | the body of Christ, the various members | to the dead, “young man, I say to thee, | ments to  forty  patien iily, hay
Church, and of all the Christian s | thereof do, by the divine appointment, | ari-e.””  And the dead shall hear his | ing  but i T pOse " night
down to the sixteenth century, te | and aceor iing to the position and the | voice and shall rise up, not yet to the nd  often returning in the morn.-
that a belief in a middle state of ! measure of their capacity, minister to | resurrection ol the body, but to the com | i to find twenty or more of his
gatorial expiation in  the mnext life | esch other's spiritual needs, inter ge | pany ol the 8 ~to the spuits of | per ul n then udless cofling
was a4 doctrine  of Christian faith | kindly and merciful offices, arve bound | the just—to home ol God re ne morn he ¥ L iinl service
firmly, constantly an universally | together e bonds of active charity | in the words of holy writ, they shall b U LWEnty seve AL Juxt physician
| held and acted upon. I'ne east | and friendship which defy the powers | before the thro i God, and serve him | reported to the bishop that th young
and west, the north and soutl n | of dea he ruin and wreckage of | day and mght, in his ten w he | priest sl d symptoms ol fever, yet
other words, the universal Church of | the grave. We here on earth invoke | that sitteth on the throne shall dwell uch was | ) | his determing
Christ, from the earliest ages downwards, | the pravers of the saints —they intercede | over them; and they shall not hunger to | i ' necessary
held and taught the doctrine of purga | fort ith God—and by prayers, alms- | vor thirst any more ither il like the d pastor | is ek, that he
tory and the farther and co-relative doe | deeds, and other good works, we bring | sun fall on them, nor any heat, but ontinued on duty for five days longer
trie that the souls therein detamed 1 reliet and comfort, and we hasten the | where they shall eat forever o tree | Mom 16 the I bishop  himself
could be assisted, relieved and freed by | day of their trcedom and happiness for | of lite that grows in the Pavadise of God. | volunte duty and entered the
proyers, almsdeeds, and by the uubloody | the  prisoners of God in purgatory At the close of tne lecture, a hberal | hospital to reli the priest I"ather
sactifice of the altar, Hence, the Coun- | This is the communion of samts in the | collection was taken up for the poor. | O'Reilly turned to him and said “why
cil of Trent, basing its teaching on the ‘ fullest gense of the word. It presents | The muo I portion of the service wa not, my Lord, send for the prisst of Ad-
word of God snd the unsanimous tradi- | the whole world of souls who are at | unusually fine, | gala 2 (Father Mills). “Why should 1,
tion of the Christian ages, defined and | friendship with God, whether they still | - - | rep 11 bishop, whe e has sick
decreed that “there is a Pargatory, and | remain in the f{l.sh or arve ulready | - K| " enlls, does he send for me? 1 will min
that the souls there detained are helped | divested of their bodies, and are reign ‘ F'HE LATE DEAN O'REILLY, | 1ster to my own.,” ‘T'he noble hearted
by the suffrages of the faithful, but | ing in heaven or suaffering, with un | | predate then took the stole of the con
chiefly by the accepiable sacritice of the | speakable longin for home, in parga: | o SHORT SKETCH 0F HIS LIFE BY 118 DEAR | [€880r and proceeded to the bedside of

| the dying patients,  After nine dnys’ la-

bor he took the feve Iy sent 1o Niagara

[ for Father Carrol and after three weeks

illness died & martyr to duty and to

priest chanty,

2 ‘ In the meantime dear Father O'Reilly

Ince on { h|| passed through the agony of the

it the or i fle N

& <H ver, and inafter years he used to speak
{ | most lectionately of the eare and Kym

raying tor the dead in Chiist, etired from active dut bout three )
must be, therefore, in the belief of the | !: nefits they derive from this holy prac- | de ath bed—like the nbow of PavioRd fhaus iy H"' )v"”.""_ | ""’ 1y b ]‘“"’l" d (':‘l‘ 'll- n by his friends,
| inspired writer of this book of S¢ ripture, | tice, No proof of the existence of a i”\'" the retiring s of the deluge Mass in the institution every morning | ,‘I .‘”..'4 | :I,.I.\‘ ’“', of. and HATK; WHO
an intermediate place where, in the next | middle state could be more convineing | Soul lives in blissful communion with | uyiil about two weeks before he died. | "".'I "' v:’ g |I|‘:» relle """ ’“"" hed bit-
lite; some souls are detained, and who | than this of the unfailiug tradition and | soul—friend here with departed friend— He tully vealized the approach of deatn, ‘ e S UG dRre)

[ extinguish 1o him the light ot
vy and | “pae,

leelin | jive

resson,
thank God,” he used to say, “]

d to pray

could be prayers for the deadl They | be practice ol the church, and | ing hours by his piety, his patience and | Suerifice on 1|>’.”|,;‘j-:“ ‘IIHIMIYHPI llhl. o
could be of no use to th Just in heaven, | hence we na e y Caristian | his eheerful re .,|| m 1o the holy will | i« i their '“-’ |I ""I .; l‘-I r" \I ; “"‘ ,;‘Il:
alteady in presence of the beatific vision, | age, from the ecatacombs 10 this | of God. On the 4th inst. at | own | to their reward.” He \ ‘| ,“| ”‘l'w'“_".
of nove to the damuved, for ont of hell | '_l*"'{"“ ith century, praye ind saeri- | e quest, the last Sacraments were adonn ;.\\ en the | »I; W vi\-“lik ; III‘-. '."IH .
there is no redewption, Hence St | fice  offered  up by the Living for | jsiered to him by Father Keough, assisted | ‘.“w (Y vi‘:» fur 'y |u“(]“|'; e
Ausustine  says that he who prays | the souls of the faith i“""' { We | by Father Dowling {four other pricost ‘v“.“ y b-. it thlx r'-t i l‘lll\m-j 1‘““(1
for a martyr does 10jury to the martyr. | hnd this beliet and pract ) ed on | The clergy with hted tapers, accom | (o mi 1’.“ “,‘ J ‘\, “.,‘, “I\” '_ll' A ; ‘lllm
Pertulhian, who lived in the age | the damp walls of the ca | panying the Blessed Sacrament from the | ”. s hi dut ey I el IIIYI." |“‘
{ next to that of the apostles, speaking | mural tablets in ehurches—on the tombs | ghapel, formed in procession, and enter- | | without i ,,_“‘._ PRESR TCADES WD
! . : ( nission sinee resideod
of a s widow, says: “She prays | th ft m oor pride has raised to the | ing his room knelt round s death-bed, | There he lived in a sl \ "
for 1 soul of her hus e | merory of t e departed, We find them | when the u ual prayvers were recited, the i y ‘, ‘(‘ . EEHES ““I‘”””U{.
refreshment for him ” St,  Cyprian, | €nshrin in the immortal pages of the | patient himsell joining in the respon 4‘, ) % red to “, ‘l,\m;‘_“v“}"“dwlJ Ao
in the following 18 veral | Fatoes mbodied in the litnrges of the | When the last benediction and plenar Loy ions, as it e tha t vy “'“""f
pages of his writir T 8 to | easter nd western churches, and in the | ndulgence was given he rematned ot (‘ ke el L IR B l'“‘f" i
} ¢ 3 | ¢ | worship erecied west of Kings-
this belief and pie ce of 1 | pla muse and wailing dirges ol the | some moments absorbed in silent prayer ton ng olde ,',h“, wy of the cl .)r.,
‘ Bia dhv: \ far back as th cen- | churcl the “Dies It »:',' and “Lib | and then, taking a last and aftectionnte | o Poronto itselt ;lw. mothe 1I ("I“‘I"”‘| I,n;
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