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ald be: ‘‘Yes, if we can get a better ser-
. » Then ask yourself whether a better service would

vice. : " .
» ublicly-owned street railway—then you
gradually :‘mﬂ mau]preﬂectinn. On another page appears a
e.“%l jetter ‘intended to gather a general opinion on the sub-
b% ect of public ownership. When a person must utilize
w‘ ’:’* and brain to obtain footing and a minimum of
from his When comfort in a street car, the transference of owm_ershi'p
“Wake “ is to him a burning topic. He cares not what capital is
o invested to see that his body and troublous thoughts are
m”' ed to regions far from his desk.
must m A dissatished public first mooted rpuhicipal and
nent stands fore. Government ownership ; the same pu!)llc is urging that
> complaint fron cause. The same dissatisfaction will talk n‘ in the
rade methods are future.

Democratic peoples are born from the tyranny of

i
i

'iﬂllﬁm the autocrat. The man who, twenty years ago, dared

to dispute the Czar’'s title, was sent n}anacled. to the
ss methods of the wildernesses of Siberia. Now, things are different.
nized. Thh- Out of the monarchial autocracy has arisen a revolu-
e a journey from - tionary democracy. So with Capital the world over. It
he has negotiated has sometimes abused the public, and Socialism num-

Men from whom the least avail-

eing planted in 2 pered new thousands.

ada, through To- able tittle had been squeezed talked of abolishing capital ;
g, thence to Van which was foolish chatter.” From some abuse there came
d by the British into being an‘erratic and extreme revolution.

oo large a retum Capital is great; so is labor. But for the sweat on

El

the brow of the latter, the former’s wrinkles and big

he Queen banking accounts would be non-existent. Without capital,
d that good bus- Labor must go hungry. Talk of public ownership is
hy do you ot po largely another phase of the endless strife between
“*h'»-'_ Capital and Labor. The issues are much intertwined.
%’;: Some men want the railways operated by the Gov-
ng s ak emment, because they think the Government would in-
m‘ Y mtte reduced fares, would run a" better service of
& e ins, would do a dozen th.ings, pleasing the most ex-
nedm::.;ﬁ acting traveller of the luxurious twentieth century. But
‘w“ that o'l would the Government d(: better than things as they
S wantiid at? The State ownership of railways is the "biggest
- the h’mure of the public control question. In Australia and
lb“y? 3 aﬂ‘ 4 New Zealand are many miles of steel over which rumble
Britain piog Government operated trains. In Canada we have a
Lm";”% small percentage of such railways. Whatever be their
;s:hc M usefulness, they are magnified and glorified by Govern-
¥ S b ment ownership devotees and ridiculed by the Opposi-
F—lt‘;em tion, and others. ‘‘Others” is a word of elastic scope;
: v it embraces a multitude of sins and sinners. In Europe
m;,th Dominion, many countries possess their State railways. Australia,
J e ‘ so far as national wisdom is concerned, is youthful com-
e Sy o pared with Canada. Government railways there are
he saw and heard, «purely an experiment ; it remains to be”seen what the

v e Country owes to this system, for prosperity. Compari-

there is some sons with E_Ump(':m countries are unfair. The &ize of
- the importan® C‘Md;l'f()rb.lds. .In this country, the Gm:ernmcnt has
: it is o P'_n?r) assisted in the cult of transportation facilities.
";z Domision # Dor?nm.on has grown, and will grow, on its lines of
3:)“0“ agency: ¥ :r;“z::matlon. But there are few who would say tl?m
o understood, the fid ‘:f“mem could have prospered the country with
acros of, say, the Canadian Pacific Railway, equally
‘:nl:‘::f"; 4 that company has prospered it.
a :
 C S = 1‘;;9 phases there are of the public ownership ques-
rked at sixpenct: . ich appeal to the unbiased. They may be con-
store Mb Pditi"i lis our N‘)‘rre:p«mdom says, ‘‘without regard to
vould Md a landdar anings. ‘hrs‘t. the Dominion of Canada, with
1 investigation - = -_:a of 3.618.93() square miles and a water area
ution. Men cans Qpita?"‘;"sq‘uare miles, cannot be developed without
.t concerif in lhe‘Do,::' Government, municipal or private. Second,
most had its day- ! Tesources hmm'" _'herv_ exist such vast and valuable
coﬂl(m!\'-u" $ that it is obviously wrong to permit of their’

€xploitation witho
pnu;?‘e Public, collectively,
Ut ge 1s to complain of

Ortunately and unwisely,

ut some authoritative supervision and

is a grumbler. Its special
everything and everybody.
the spirit of Capital in some

Cases Y
:iis to Phinin‘:svb'een . ."r“fh instead of to hear the com-
oice. Whatever the situation has resolved

I seeks hiding. The national resources also must be ¢

| pension for life are offered.
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itself into, the necessity and power of Capital must be
recognized. If you took from Capital all those thiligs
in which its money was invested, transferring the dﬁl%e_s
to public.ownership, Capital would naturally find it
back into the old channels. Withdraw the money
the enterprises of our millionaires and financiers, and 1
majority of the wheels of banking and commerce jwguld
cease their revolutions. .Capital has sometimes indulged
in extremes. Then it was badgered and baited by |[R@yal
Commissions, Interstate Commissions—commissiong
all sorts and conditions, some with the proverbial @
to grind, some with none. Now that we have witheg$ed
the abuses, also a revolt, it is time that the public gd
Capital came within a nearer gircle. It would be’!o(ﬂ_sh
to place all public utilities under public control. "{Then,
again, the definition of ‘‘utilities’’ is elastic. ¥y
Publi¢ ownership has been a dismal failure ir 6mc
places; injothers, experiments in this direction hav Been
crowned with success. Local decision is thus a ant
factor. From a national standpoint, Canada cou
exist without private capital and private enterprig
is Government co-operation with this private ¢&:
and enterprise which is building, and will up-build,the
Dominion. It is the duty of a Government to sep ghat
Capital is treated fairly. Scare Capital and Progpé

served in an equitable proportion. The United Stal
offers many lessons on Government and public Gwit
ship experiments. This country is youthful enodgh

profit by the errors of a neighbor. The question of 3 -
ownership is largely one of use and abuse.

— e
EDITORIAL NOTES.

~

by the many purchases of land in the Okanagan by
people from the Yukon. The development of.-th e
fruit valley is a surprise even to those who wer i
mately acquainted with its resources. Durinf t
few months over twenty, from miners to court o
of Dawson, have secured acreage in the Okanag
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Anyone committing a crime or creating a sen$
these days is apparently duly qualified for journ§
duties. Harry K. Thaw is said to be writing “‘afr
and thoughtful book’ anent the simple life.
Balfour, who served a long term of imprisonm
England for monetary malpractices in connectio
The Librator concern, has written his prison experigndes,
a wearying volume of first essay style. Th()mﬁ w.
Lawson is responsible for miny literary absur@l
which would probably never have seen print but fgr the
fact of his own sensational existence and bafking
account. “; :

= = » & g
N

limerick may yet be an important as§etin
business? Its literary benefit is neither rcmurkn; for
awe-inspiring ; its popularity is remarkable. Its @it in
Canadian cities has_ but commenced. In BrilSn;),_ it
threatens to bécome a sort of lunacy. Prizes r&\ging
from a cake of soap te a house, horse and rig, #nd a
Reputable firms find that
to keep up in the competitive race of businessg they
must institute limerick competitions. = Those e?hé»--
efforts continually fail to be rewarded will cve@lu
treat the Muse with séant respect. It is forgot '
to give one man a life annuity in such
thousands of people pay extra for their
and brain’ fag. E
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\ ature, th( pre-

Winkler is a little town in M
is dependent upen the benef , ¢ pr
sence of a railroad, and the rprise of five hg\d?d
citizens. Mr. P. Elias, ore these, wished ¥ -‘#k

= . ¥
fame and fortune elsewherc. To pay the rates in H skett
&= - b




