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WESTERN CLARION

By the Way
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'l trar med par
ular problems Thn ot going well
this modern world An roblems 1s what
to become of a new so« as at has appeared
estles ntented 1 1 bitter competitive
etween individuals ween classes. between

e national entities: con rrentlyv there exists a ¢on
on of world-wide mutual dependence due to an
ing svstem of ¢ non relations such as
ills for a pooling of the world’s resources in the
mon interest The latter condition is the re
ult of hange in the state of the industrial arts:
fory sac ,13‘ mn of life whieh suited a state
ndustriz: irts now assed away, that of the

sustaining economy of the localities of the

mac ne age and the immdivigual production of
handicraftsman he social problem appears as
of n .(‘m}‘_‘ 1Istmen o student of soeilety
e state of the industrial arts e material produe
e culture, underlies and conditions all the rest of
e cultural features \laladjustment oceurs in de

18 the rest of cu re lagzs behind the former

social eviis of erpational war arising out

the ndustr d comimerelal rivalries

he great vested interests, and the poverty, inse

rity and d atior f life of the underlying

opulatiol in rineiple of private owner
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But the seat of the problem lies deeper yet; in

Nns are econdaxy effeets in the chain of caus

n. The prestige of the law and the military

ver of the State rest finally and find ultimate

inction in the opinion of the community. What

ver of force and fraud may have established those
nstitutions in their inception; or however the force

tradition, or the inertia of settled habits and
ivs of thought, or lack of education may continue

maintain them throuch retarding advance to a
ore enlightered opinion; behind the institutional
r lies the lag of opinion. In this age of universal
political enfranchisement in the advanced nations
the institutions are representative, and not ~ even
bourgeois lecal theory claims for thenr any other
hasis. either of divine or other kinds of right. The
idea is essentially active, kmowledge is functional.
To spread knowledge, to create opinion, to organize
ways and means through wlich opinion may become

effective in a civilized way is the work of those who

wisl take up the lag and remove social evils
Whether eontrol 1s seized by violence or by legal
meeans, both must alike have the massed opinion of
the communty 1n support of the soeial programme
Part arly 1s this so in advanced communities,
where a universal literacy and an active political

enfranchisement have obtained for genecrations, and,
as a consequence, where opinion is an active prineci
] Violence passes, but the law abides said a
Frenchman of Mussolini  Which is to say that, after
all, Mussolini 1s not absolute dictator: he must trim
his sails to the winds of opinion or he has but a short
me to strut the stage of political life Subsequent
ntinue to show that behind the spectacu
ar military selzure of political power in Italy Mus-
solini had with him a great majority opinion in that

ountry n the sense that

1e gave voice to ideas and

wetica rogramme to which that majority at
least ad no strenuous objection. or the revolution
ary worker uld hav ountercd Fascism with

I'o assume that the transformation from the
last form of slavery to freedom will come merely
as the result of slow changes in social viewpoints
and patehworp reforms secured by or granted to the
slaves by the masters appears to be as visionary and
unpraciical a state of mind to me as does revolu-
tion by force to ( says J. H. B. I did not use the
1erm slow 1in connection with soecial rhunges 50
far as | am aware. I said the process was one of

gradualism’’ and history bears cut the truth of
that descriptive term for the past, while the years
since Saint Simon down through Robert Owen and
Marx bear tribute to the ideological preparation that
necessarily precedes great social changes. Since the
Laissez-faire school dominated social theory approx-
mately at the beginning of the same period, and to
whom social reform was anathema, it has been an
age-of experimental social reforma, as for instance,
m soeial hygiene, in the nature of factory legisla
tion, shortening of working hours, reduction of
child labor, the establishment of hospitals and pub

i chmnies, public  parks and playgrounds, ete.

Great educational systems and public libraries
have been established, successive extensions of the
franchise have taken place and the anti-combina-
tron laws against trades unions abolished Dur
ing this time the centralized state, that mere po
liceman of the Laissez-faire school, has taken to
Alore and

iore, con‘rary to its own will and against the the

tself more and more of social powers

ry of self-help and individual enterprise, the state

concerning itself with the community as a whole
IS 4 going concern State socialism, state capital
sm, which you will, a rose by any other name will
smell as sweet—or stab your finger Further,
who can estimate the contributions of science to
this ferment; in anthropology from Lewis H. Mor-
gan down, in economic and political theory, in his-
ory, in social psychology and the rest of them. It
has, in faet, been an age of a vast preocenpation
with the soeial question, an age of preparation for
greater adventurs in social experiment

Has all this been the work of masters and
slaves? Bah, let us not make a perverted use of
words in seriousnes. Push the class struggle with
ratchwork re-
forms? Is an anaemic working class, stunted phy-
sically and mentally, and morally degraded, a like-
ly instrumentality for transforming the world? Is
not a strong, vigorous, self-reliant, intelligent and
knowledgable working eclass the desirable instru-
ment? I, at least, am sure so and say, scrutinize
those reforms I have mentioned, and if the battle
be to the strong and skilful see if they can not be
regarded in more ways than one as preparations,
if unconsciously designed ones, for the soecial re-
volution. Preparation!

all vigor, but in a civilized way

Leaving out palace re-
volytions, every political revolution with & new
social purpose must have been prepared for. And
power came to the modern capitalist class &1l
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