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Ireland.

economie forees within, the change has been bitter-
ly resented by the vast mass of the people, many of
whom still mix with their dreams of liberty, long-
ings for a return to the ancient system of land tenure
now organically impossible.’’ *

The Socialist Party of Ireland, like that of Can-
ada, is not affiliated with either the Second or
Third International, though they are fully in sym-
pathy with Moscow. It cannot be considered as
purely Marxian, as economic conditions, exploited
under the protection of armed troops, have caused
it to take active part in industrial action. Inter-
nationally it might be regarded as a party of the
Left, although the lack of class-consciousness among
sections of the proletariat make this stand rather
from the standpoint of numerical

TOR'S NOTE.—The following article must be con-
¥ I,,(:.',\, ;l as ouf correspondeny's viewpoint. His article is
ritten ior us at our own request

x the kaleidoscope of world polities the struggles
.(,f Russia and Ireland stand out pre-eminently
« indicating the direction of future economic and
o litical actions, one fighting for the overthrow of
conomie capitalist society, the other for the over-
of political imperialism. In h'oth countries
onditions are to 8 certain degree analogous, inas-
wuch as both are as yet incompletely emerged as
1 fledged capitalist States, i.e., feudalism is ram-
.;.xlm within the borders of each, and both are so mis-
ted by their friends and enemies that the
tual issues are in danger of becoming overclouded
b transitory circumstances. A cursory glance,
wever, at the main contending factions in Ireland,
li:-wr composition and aims, will enable the readers
¢ the *“ Western {larion’’ to form an accurate opin-
,..:a 4« to the erux of the situation.

Qigtistics as to party serength are furnished on
recont elections under P. R. s_\'s:em. The Unionist
arty, the party of the big business and land owning
f‘__...'.w representing about 18 per cent. of the total
clectorate, stands uncompromisingly for the solid-
of the empire. Tts devotion to the imperial idea
is equalled by its class consciousness. Loyal to both,

it commands a certain respect by its willingness to

go to any extreme, including bloodshed, in defence

of what it judges to be its right.

The Home Rule party, founded by the petit bour-
geoisie, and still the mouthpiece of its founders,—
treated with contempt by British and Irish, has
reeently been reduced to almost insignificant pro-
portions.  Its strength, drawn from the farmers, ab-
<orhs about seven per cent. of the national vote.

Opposed to these are the two wings of the Na-
tionalist movemgnt, the Sinn Fein and the Labor
Party. In the interests of elarity we shall examine
each on its respective merits. The Sinn Fein party
is the ereation of Cumam Sinn Fein, an economic
movement, started about twenty years ago by Arthur
Griffiths and William Rooney, editors of the “*Un-
ited Irishman.’”’ The disgust at the actions of the
Home Rule movement, its futility in securing any
real cconomie relief for the prevailing conditions in
Ire'and was the primary cause of its inception. It
laid down the principle that as long as Irishmen rec-
ognized the right of Britain to legislate for Ireland,
then Britain, ‘‘ipso facto,’” possessed that right.

Appealing to the electorate at the general elec-
tion of 1918 with a Republican platform, it secured
75 per cent .of the total poll, and Yorthwith estab-
lished an Dail Eireann (Irish Assembly) at -Dublin
on January 21st, 1919. It has appealed for inter-
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During the recent municipal elections it contested
seats in every industrial centre, taking care not to
split the républican vote, and its success is ascribed
by “‘Le Socialiste’’. (Belgium) as oge of the most
convineing pie(:es of evidence re the growth of Soc-
ialism. :

It has forced the farmers of Ireland to sell their
bacon produce at prices stated by thie trade uiion
executive: it has succeeded through the trade un-
jons, in having distributed big landed interests. It
is perfecting its organization so that in the first elec-
ton under the mandate of the Republie it will loom
large as the mouthpiece of the proletariat, the only
unsullied protagonist of Irish independence.

But the question arises: What significance does the
Irish question bear to world politics? The answer
is provided by the iwperialists themselves when
they declare Ireland to be the key of the Empire.
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the slave owners in their midst..
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Ireland, the first conquered—now practically unan-
imous in its demand for secession, is bringing be-
fore the world in clear relief the old, old question
of nationalism vs. imperialism. Its victory means
the liberation in India of the toiling millions of
slaves of the East; the relief from imperial aggres-
sion of the white slaves of the Empire. To the
workers of Ireland it means more. Once free from
foreign yoke they will be able to concentrate upon

Tribal ownership of land is, as we know, impossi-
ble with us today, but the principles of our Gaelic
civilization stand elear and rugged agau;st the sys-
tem of social robbery of the capitalistic era. As
the Irish septs were counted Irish or English ac-
cording as they accepted or rejected the native or
foreign social order, so the Irish toilers will base
their fight for freedom upon their progress towards
the mastery of those factories and farms upon which
a people’s bread and liberties depend. In so doing,
they appeal for the support of all of us, the vietims

We contend furthermore that the present master
class retains control of the means of life (mills,
mines, transportation, ete.) through its control of
the political ‘machinery ; that between those who live
by working for wages (the working class) and those
who live by paying wages (the master class) an an-
tagonism of interest exists, making itself manifest in
modern society (and more plainly so with each pass-
ing day) as a Class Struggle.

Every Class Struggle is a political struggle. The
highest expression of the Class Struggle is the con-
sciousness and concerted effort of the working elass
to wrest the machinery of government from the.
hands of the master class and use that machinery as
a weapon for effecting economic freedom.

While we, whose names appear at the foot of this
manifesto, are at present in durance vile, we ask
that this fact be not counted in our favor. Never-
theless, we eonsider it incumbent upon us to deal
with the process used by our opponents to place us
at our present abode. Those who have taken notice
of the trend of affairs in Canada, generally, and in
Winnipeg, particularly, do mot stand much in need
of any elucidation on this point. But for the un-
iniated, and as a means of placing ourselves on re-
cord, we ask your indulgence for a brief time in
order that our position be made clear. ”
. In the recent State Trials in Winnipeg the oppon-
ents of the working class sought to gain their ends
by various means. So ill-begotten was their nefar-
ious scheme that, finally, in order to bolster their
case, they made fully eighty per cent. of their evid-
ence out of the literature and propaganda generally
of The Socialist Party of Canada. Jhis propa-
ganda has been persistently given out under the
party’s auspices since its inception in 1905,

Seventy-two years after the ‘‘Communist Mani-
fasto’’ we realize that the workers have nothing to
lose but their chains; that reforms and palliatives
even when considered of value, are only transitory
and not of lasting benefit, for so long as capital
reigns supreme so long will the workers receive mere
subsistence. That is the position accepted by the
Socialist Party of Canada for many years, and from
that position we refuse to recede.

However, the Socialist Party of Canada, eontest-
ing both Provinical and Federal Elections during
its history, according to circumstinces, finanecial,
ete., has never before entered the election lists under
conditions similar to those which now obtain. A
most vital and pressing question is now interjected:
Shall the Socialist Party of Canada Subsist or—
Subside? That is a question which those who sup*
port the position and propaganda of the Socialist
Party must face ,and face squarely.

The judicial dictum which has placed our part,
its literature and spokesmen in jeopardy, was deliv-
ered here in the City of Winnipeg, and the effete
and obnoxious indictment against a carefully hand-
picked few was written, and made possible by Man-
itoba’s present Attorney-General, Hon Thomas
Johnson. :

“ national recognition as the de facto government of
i ’F"‘{‘"“: has reorganized the republican army; és- of the same system. Are we not big enough to give  The gauntlet thus thrown down, cannot, and must
et tablished co-operative banks; authorized a loan of them our sympathy in their hour of need? Man- not be ignored by us. THe utmost possible freedom
£30,000,000 divided equally in U. 8. A, Australia, kind will yet be masters of this 'earth. Together, for our educational work in History, Economies,
- and Treland (which latest advices report to be over- the workers of Ireland and "the world can go forth Sotiology, ete., must be maintained. And that’
¢ subscribed) ; passed laws for the nationalizing of hand and hand, one indissoluble unit and claim for (whether we like it or not) is an issue not of our
[ vast estate, which the republican army is at present a1l men political and economic freedom. raising, but an issue,Mmevertheless, which, if left
| attempting to effect; set the machinery in motion DAL RIADA. untouched and unsettled, will hamper at all times
2 f..lr extensive draining of bogs, and it has establish- . end places the work of the Socialist Party in this
ed Courts of Jusfice throughout the country. It is . e o l country. :
an essentially ”nltionll"gmovement, inasmuch as ManltOba Pl'OVlIlCla .. R. B. RUSSELL
its main or primary objective is the overthrow of . ) W. A. ERITCHA
imperialism in ll‘elrlynd. ! EleCtlon, 19 20 GEO, ﬁusmoné)(}
‘The Labor Party of Ireland having as its mouth- Py R. J. JOHNS
o Piece the Socialist Party is, on the other hand work- 800%;;1;:: %l' (J"ANADA
ing not merely for a ‘‘national”’ revolution but also y NO. A f d
& social one; :ot merely for ul‘e overthrow of British To the Working Men and Women of Winmgeg: Labor De €ncCe Fun b
ds imperialism, but also of that system of civilization We. who address you, as candidates .for election to Send all meney and: make.all ehegiies Sivlts ¢
Esh that Britain represents in Ireland., In Connolly’s the Provincial Legislature, have neither honeyed A S. Wells, B. C. Federationist, Labo payable to
“Labor in Irish Histery,” wé are told that up till words to offer, nor specious promises to make. ct;uv.er 3 - r Temple, Van-
o 1849 ““‘the basis of society in Ireland rested upon As students of historical developm.en‘t, we contend S,
48 tommunal or tribal ownership of land . . . .. Com- that present day society rendily' divides into two Collection agency for Alberta: A. Broatch, 1203
with munal ownership would undoubtedly have given classes, the workers and the shirkers—those who Eighth Avenue East, Calgary, Alta.

- ;"8.".10 the privately owned system of capitalist land-
ordism if Ireland had remained an independent
tountry, but coming as it did in obedience of an

frmed foise without, instead of by the operation of

produce but do not possess, and those who possess
but do not produce. Compared with this fundamental
division, all other classifications must be relegated

to very secondary positions.
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