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Founded 18ti(>THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.410 Jus
the whole art of domestic science cannot be learned and such younger disciples as Charles Collins, in 
in a month, nor a year, nor in five years even. But the formation of the “ Pre-Raphaelite School.”

This afternoon, sisters, I was glancing through tiiat ;s where the" interest comes in. Some of our The views of the enthusiasts cannot be fully 
the columns of the “men’s” portion of the Auvo- very best housekeepers go on learning a little here, explained in a paragraph ; suffice it to say that, 
cate—not because of any mere curiosity oh, dear, a little there, perhaps during all their lives. Hence, discontented with academic teaching, or the tradi- 
no ! nor yet because of any insane would-be-mascu- there is no need for any to give way to discourage- tion of art based upon the Greek sculpture, were 
line desires in regard to farm management, but ment. All things become easy with practice. unearthed the Botticellis, the Peruginos, and the
solely and simply because like many another farm- It is impossible, in a single letter, to touch upon BelliniSi The new the0ry took different forms with 
er maiden, I choose to be interested in the dear, more than the barest outline of “ the right and the th several practitioners. In the clear and practical 
beautiful country and the farms and a l that per- WTOng” in this line. To the whole of us the thing t,,fA nf Mf||ais it assumed the shape of photo
tams to them. However, this is nothing to the in)mediately necessary is to realize that there is a ^^teness and a“curacv Accord nglyle
point ! What I m coming to is this : In my pere- r;„ht and a wromr The rest has to be learned in graphic minuteness ana accuracy. Accoxumgij , ne 
grinations through the pages, the “ Beet Culture,” tjje Concrete one thing at a time. Hence I shall produced an 1 Ophelia drowning once more in a
the “Horn Planting ” and all the rest of it one tye c“nclel,e> one tiling at at bleak gray enumeration of willow leaves ; a Pro-thfmr struck me fore i blv-i n factalmos ta Ur el at cl°Se -by Promlsl'1Kl \°%'ve a.lat ' w snnonô scribe# Royalist” in which a royal oak and not the
thing struck me toiciblv in tact, almost glared at nne lu IIly next letter which may helP someone sku,ki lo*er was the true hero of the picture; and

, . - , . i’ m ^U'ma i Hon° /ma (inlv bp a subject of “ Huguenots” in which, again, the
Hon t laugh sisters, at this sudden drop Only be acces8orieg the dresses, the still-life of the composi- 
satished !f the cake does not drop should you try distracted attention from the main subject,
it. My homely old name is- Clarissy Ann. violently championed by Ruskin, the “Pre-

Raphaelite” clique had a great success of eclat, 
until it failed from self-fatigue and exhaustion. 
Millais himself, the most famous and intelligible of 
its adhérents, changed his style, and instead of the 
old, insipid enumeration of the details of nature, 

gives us now a broad impres­
sion and a sympathetic view. 
This almost single-handed war 
with the Academy did not pri ­
vent that magnanimous body 
from electing him an associate 
as early as 1853.

The painting here presented 
is to be found in the collection 
left by the late Mr. W. H. Van­
derbilt.
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lme from every paragraph—viz., this truth : that 

there are two ways of doing everything—a right 
way and a wrong way ; that the right way is essen­
tially sensible, economical, scientific, and must lead 

the best results ; that, on the other hand, the 
wrong way is invariably foolish, extravagant, hap­
hazard, yielding only, in a greater or lesser degree, 
failure and discouragement in the end. So much 
for a preamble !

Now, following this idea out, I began to wonder 
how many of us farmer women 
ever pause to think that this 
same system of opposites runs 
into our work as well — into 
the tiniest detail of it, and that 
it is both to our interest and 
our profit to find out the very 
best way of doing everything, 
and to be contented with no 
other. To our interest, 1 say, 
and repeat it, for housekeep­
ing, buttermaking, gardening, 
and all the rest of it, can never 
become mere drudgery to the
bright, intelligent woman who -So many men, so many
is determined to make of her minds, every man in his own
work an art. To our profit \ j 8Uy,p0se it is the
say and repeat it, because the with women, and if
best way is invariably labor- those minds to
saving, “worry-saving and advantage always, there would
•s the sparing of strength and he feweIK- squaAb|es ” and con-
OF from iTi'lu nnoif of sultations about those men, for
Of course, from this point of f would but remember that
view one cannot mark down „ ,. ,. . .,the profit in hard dollars and “discretion is the better part
cents, but, as Kipling says, of. valor> fnd,, tlJ'a.t ,1

there is much to he said of it . .u . V . . A* , .nUr
too. but not here and now. ho,lse mu’

Laying down, then, as an rfathe,1': wk’T I ‘ 1
axiom, that, in housekeeping about which there ale . ®°
as in all other things, there are many women, so many imnds
two ways of doing things, a overy women in her own way.
right and a wrong, let us look However,most women agree
lor a moment at the different on ^ Pomt.s- vl't’ that there
conditions brought about by must be a spring cleaning soon-
each. I have seen, and so have f or later and that the men
you, again and again, these for a few blissful weeks must
two homes : In the first, every- sl'bmit to feminine authority,
thing runs quietly, comfort- and never say boo. lhey
ably? smortthl v, as by ma- usually do behave very credit-
chinery oiled. ' The house is, ably too, poor things, lending
except on rare, unavoidable all the assistance they can de-
occasions, in perfect order, and tb6i ^aCu fba j ^or
spotlessly clean ; the meals are Lhe »>elancholy days are
iAvariably cooked to a turn, come, the saddest of the year,
with the “right taste” to the It is we women, however, who
dishes served ; and the people have greater right to such
themselves bear about with a martyr spirit, but it is a
them an unruffled cheerfulness strange tact (one of the com-
that makes one feel the better pensations that Lmerson
for having been in the same speaks of, I suppose) that those
atmosphere with them for a who perform the disagreeable
while. In the second, on the tasks in life seldom feel the
contrary, hustle and confusion discomforts as keenly as do the
seem to reign continually. The onlookers. Some houseclean-
place is clean enough, hut erf proceed from garret to
“mussy.” The meals always cellar others vice versa. We
seemed to he “slopped” up, prefer the former way as there
and the people, especially the lsJ ^ess likelihood of littenn
women,it’ caught unawares,are f*16. already clean rooms, an
perceptibly worried and preoc- besides, the “downhill path is
cupied in manner, as though f*^y, and one has no desire to
conscious of deficiency in the “turn hack” in housecleaning
appearance of things, and, con- time. Some take one room at
sequently, ill at ease. ... , . a time ; others seem to take

Now in both of these cases /f.v the late John, heerett Millais. the whole house. Some hur-
the people are equally respect- •• parting <if eduak and lucy of lammermoor." row into the corners with a
able — fine, upright persons, • stick like a knitting needle,
whom to know is to respect—and yet one cannot mortal “Lucy of Lammermoor” has gone around while others circle gracefully around them, with 
help feeling that in the second home there is an the world in every form: in opera, in picture, in all due respect to the feelings of spiders, etc. 
element of unrest and discomfort wholly absent prose translation. The painting shows the last Some look trim at their work, in neat collar and 
from the first. One cannot help seeing, also, stolen interview of the lovers. Edgar of Ravens- dusting-cap, while others tie a red bandanna about 
that this discordant element is probably due, in wood, by his look of gloomy foreboding, seems to their heads and clutter about in “pa’s” old galoshes, 
some wav, to some lack upon the part of these predict his future horrible death in the quicksand ; “So many women, so many minds.” We always 
same ruffled women, who ought to he the true while Lucy’s air of utter and hopeless desolation is make it a point to paper and paint, more or less, in 
homemakers. The men must provide, the women a fitting pi elude to her madness and early grave, the spring, and in choosing colors, contrive to get 
must dispose of the provision. Their failure The painting, which is imbued with an intellectual combinations that will harmonize with the various 
to do so in a comfort-giving way may be due, depth of expression hardly to be found in the works lights of the rooms. There is no reason why we 
occasionally, to carelessness or sheer want of of continental painters, shows at the same time a farmers’ wives and daughters shouldn’t have 
energy ; but in nine cases out of ten the whole fault slightly artificial arrangement in its bowery ferns houses as artistic as those of our city sisters. For 
comes of lack of system, or /<n7i of knowing hou- to and branches, which reflects the formal traditions instance, a soft yellow or pink, or some shades 
do things in the right wag. of the antique English school. of red, suit a north room; blue, gray or tan, an east

Now, there is really iio excuse for this. There John Everett Millais, the most popular portrait- or west room; and dull greens and some blues give a 
are good books on housekeeping in the world, and ist and genre painter of recent days, was remark- depth and coolness to rooms facing south. In paint- 
tliere are good housekeepers at our very doors who able also as one of the most precocious. He was ing, we always use boiled linseed oil as a medium, as 
are only too willing and too glad to tell anything born at Southampton in 182H, and was a boyish turpentine is apt to destroy the gloss,,and is injuri- 
which may help others. Any woman; therefore, prodigy at the age of eleven, when he entered the ous to brushes.
who has good common sense, sharp eyes, willing Royal Academy. At the age < seventeen he It is better to begin housecleaning as early as 
hands, and a tongue to ask questions, may become exhibited a picture at the Aca emy, “ Pizarro possible, and then when it is over one has time 
a good housekeeper. Even if she he able to keep Seizing the Inca," In 18111 he produced his “ Isabel- to appreciate the delights of spring, 
servants, she should make a point of understanding la,” from Keat s poem, and about the same Lime while houser'leaning, one can always take little sips 
how every I liing is done i n the right wag. Of course, associated himself with Holman Hunt, Rossetti, of joy. as it were, from the cup of beauty and

as was

to

i “ Parting of Edgar and Lucy of Lainmer- 
moor.”

Scott’s loveliest and profoundest tale— the ini-
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