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The success was immediate. Nothing like 
it had been seen. In a few days the sale in 

Jutland numbered 3<>,ooo ; iu England it 
required 60,000 copies to appease the ap
petite. From the first Robert Clmuibi in 
was a contributor ; with the fourteenth he 
joined his brother, and thus was founded 
the famous house of W. & It. Chambers, 
whose success was so unwavering and whose 
fame is so world-wide that no details are 
necessary here. The name of the firm is fa
miliar as a household word in “ Chambers’s 
Educational Course,” “ The Book of Days” 

•the labor connected with which is blam-xl

place, until, after under
going many hardships, and 
having made many shills to 
keep the wolf fri m the door 
the elder Chambers got a 
situation which he suited 
and which suited him, a lew 
miles f i um Edinburgh, and 
thither the family removed, 
except William, w ho had iu 
the meantime become ap
prenticed to a bookseller in 
Edinburgh, and who bravely 
resolved to remain behind 
and “fend”tor himself on 
tin* magnificent sum of four 
'billings a week. W t iling 
fifty years after these im
pecunious days, William 
Chambers proudly says :
11 On no occasion did I look 
to parents for the slightest 
pecuniaiy subsidy. 1 can
not remember,” he adds,
“ entertaining the slightest 
despondency on the subject.
But what may nut one with 
the buoyancy of youth dare 
to encounter l” His pas
sion for reading was interne.
By the light of lib landlady’s 
fire lie grounded himself iu 
French, in Eug.isb lit»ra
ture lie made considerable 
headway by reading to a 
bookish baker, to whom he 
arranged to read every 
morning by the flickering 
gleams of the oven furnace, 
aided by a faithing rushlight 
whilst the “ batch” was being 
prepared. For this pui- 
imse lie had to rise daily 
between three and four 
o'clock.

Meantime the father 
was again in mom tarv 
difficulties, and Roberts 
education, which it had 
hitherto been contrived to 
continue, was stopped. This 
son, two years the junior of 
William, bad tin* indomit
able pluck of his elder 
brother, lie mode a selec 
lion from the paternal 
library, rented a shop in 
Leitli Walk for £(> a year, 
and began business as a 
book-seller. To save ex
pense William took up his 
abode iu the shop, sleeping 
on a primitive convertible 
bed, made up on the floor 
at night and transformed t 
into a sofa iu the morning. Robert pros
pered so well that when William's ap
prenticeship was finished his stock was 
worth £20. Fired by the good fortune 
of his brother, William rejected all offers of 
employment, and i« solved to commence 
business on his own account. In this re
solve lie received aid unexpectedly. The 
late William Jegg, the well known London 
bookseller, being in the Scottish capital for 
a trade sale, engaged William Chambers to 
Assist him during the few days of his stay. 
Attracted by the brightness, smartness and 
handiness of the youth, Mr. Jegg made 
enquiry as to his circumstances and as
pirations, and told William Chambers to 
scl< ct from his stock £10 worth of books, 
make the most of them, and pay when

Here was the first step on the laddei 
With a capital of five shillings and a credit

pauuin, and in many • 
productions of the brains of 
these busy men. Robert 
died in lh71, and four days 
after bis death the youngest 
brother James, whom the 
business find also absorbed, 
expired. The double loss 
was too much for William 
at his advanced age. He 
never recovered from the 
blow. He was never the 
some man after it.

William, or rather Dr. 
Chambers, fur he had been 
made an L.L.D. by Edin
burgh University, travelled 
extensively in his later years. 
One of his pleasantest recol
lections was the heaity wel
come he got upon more than 
one visit to Canada and the 
United States. His public 
munificence was boundless. 
To Peebles, his native town, 
he presinted a museum, 
school of art and library of 
15,000 volumes, nt a cost 
of £20,OH). St (files’Cath
edral, Edinburgh, lie re
stored at a cost of £40,000. 
He survived its completion, 
but lie did Dot live to see the 
formal re-opening which 
took place three days after 
his diath, with much cere
mony, by the Earl of Aber
deen, Her Majesty’s High 
Commissioner to the CLuich 
of Scotland.

This is but a scant outline 
of one of the most remark
able men of our century. 
The temptation is gicat to 
linger over the youthful 
struggles, the buoyant.liope, 
the dauntless courage, the 
superhuman perse vei mice 
displayed in every year of 
a life whose beauties shine 
out at every point. The 
story of William Chambers’s 
life has to be written, and 
when it is written the world 
will find that underneath 
that tower of St. Andrew’s 
at Peebles lies one of the 
greatest of her sons, for he 
belonged tu all nations and 
to all times.— Covyrnjatwn- 
alist.

THE LATE Dit. W1I LIAM CHAMBERS, OF EDINBURGH.

the copying with a crow pen verse» of poetry 
in a style resembling fine print, and suitable 
for albums. This occupation apparently 
gave him the idea of turning printer, and 
so he invested £3 in an old “ font” of type 
and set himself to learn “composition.” 
In a little time he had so far mastered the 
dilliculties of the art a» to set up with his own 
hands a small volume of the songs of Burns, 
l>ouud it himself in colored wrappers, mak
ing on the edition a profit of£8. The next 
enterprise we will leave William Chambers 
himself to describe.

“My mxt exploit was of a more ambi
tious description. It consisted of nothing 
less than trying to print a periodical, of 
which Robert was to ad as editor. It was 
to come out fortnightly, and extended to 
sixteen octavo pages. The eight pounds 
realised by the success of my Burns helped 

I to purchase a new font of type for the oc-

If Children suspect their 
teachers of laziness they very 
quickly lose their respect

had a brief career. But there was a] fur them, and children are sharper in dis- 
demand for popular literature and William I ceming these thiugs than older people ima- 
C’haiuhers was must anxious to meet that giue. Suppose the teacher rebukes the
demand. In the “story” of this long and 
busy life, published in the Jubilee year of 
Chambers's Journal, he tells us how that ex
traordinarily successful periodical was pro
jected. The worthlessness of the popular 
literature of the day proved its own ruin ; 
ever so.many ventures w ere made, but each 
was doomed to ignominious failure. These 
ventures Mr. Chambers had carefully 
watched. At last :

“ 4 Here,' said I, pondering on the sub
ject, 4 is my chance. I have waited for a 
favorable gale, and it has come at last. 
Taking advantage of the growing taste for 
cheap literature, let me lead it, if possible 
in a proper direction ; let me endeavor to 
elevate and instruct, independently of 
mete passing amusement ; and, in particu-

scholare for not having studied the lesson, 
and then shows by his method of teaching 
that he himself has given little thought or 
preparation, the moral effect of the exhor
tation to study is entirely lost. We fear 
there is a sad amount of indolence among 
teachers, who fail perhaps to see that their 
own evil example renders them almost 
powerless when they are urging better 
tilings upon their scholars. We must our
selves study, and show the fruits of our 
study, if we would have our words of ex
hortation carry weight.—8. S'. IF arid.

The Texas Baptist thinks that “if every 
Christian would do his whole duty there 
would soon be a Sabbath-school iu every 
neighborhood.”


