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Good Roads In T heijr Relation to Consolidated Schools

Good Roads and Good Schools Should Be Considered An
Investment, Not An Expense.—By R.chard Lees, M. A.

THE relatio ship between g0od roads and good generally effective objec

schools in rual districts is, and has always ton that it will cost money
been, one of action and reaction, (n the first and there are many People

place a community wise and progressive ezough to who, while ready to spend
realize the moral, social and intellectual importance money freely for their
of the best educstiona! advantages, would not be own comfort or enjoyment,
very likely to overlook the henesits, both economic look on the matter from
und socfal, to be derived from making the means of an entirely different point
transportation and, intercommunication as ewsy and  of view when the expend|-
pleasant as poseible. In the second pizee, while the ture has to do with some-
kood road makes the school more easily accessiblo thing for the general ad.
to all, it trains its patrons in those principles of Yantage of the community
economics that lead them to see more clearly the In all these mattérs, peo
importance ‘of good roads. ple, for the most part, fail
These things, while true in their relation to the to discriminate between
past, are becoming increasingly important in our day. gpending and investing
We are at the threshold of & new era in the matter When money is paid for
of rural school education. Rapid development along  the satisfaction of some
other lines i8 putting the rural school of the old type  passing need or desire it is
in the catalogue of things out of date, Decreasing  spent, When paid for
J in all the districts is making something that becomes a
It necessary for ehildren to travel longer distances to  source of income or that
school, if the schools are to have enough pupils to can be again converted
permit of efficient work. Changing conditions are into money it is invested.

demanding of the schools things that cannot be A farmer may expend a % The C°ﬂ'°{‘dﬂed> School at Kingston, N.B.

roomed 5chol widh Which wo are tomin ANGy (G0 COMidorable Sum in pro.  Ts fiactommid™ 4 b et (Snavldated Bchonle tabihod by YR e

roomed school with which we are familiar. Asan illus-  viding g group of modern, 800d satlsfaction that a number of others Ta 0 established in the Sroeinoue
ration, it is almost universally conceded now that  well planned farm build- »

agriculture should be taught in all our rural #chools. ings, and find it & goc1 investment, decreasing ex ployment of cheap, untralned and inefMcient teach
All the best ard most progressive leaders in educa-  ponses, Inereasing production, and enhancing pro-  ers, and the smallness of the schools iIncreasing

tion are of opinion that manual training and domestic  fits, Not only so, but he does it with the consciows- greatly the number of teachers necessary. In the
lence should also be taught if we are to improve pegg that, If at any time he wishes to realize on his  other case, one who spend a considerable portion of
¢ oven maintain our status as an agricuitural property. it will bring In the market a price that o lime on the roads cannot fail to be eonyinced

that a very large proportion of the money and energy
in the matter of both schools Spent an them is wasted. This is owing chiefly to
eareless, imperfect and incomplete construction, and

country, will fully compensate him for his enterprise. 8o jt
We Need Bigger Schools. should
Focble and spasmodic efforts are being made at nd roads.

It has always been a well recognized fact th t e o o structi
. o ent Lol ac A to the entire lack of attention after construction.

dolag the, work In these ':'.h";e te Under oue pues Mo SAAY access fo s pend school adds greatly to the

one doubts, but the conditions under which the work  desirability, and hence to the value of fyr property A Community Centre,

bas to bb undertaken constitute too great handicap. Fumll&k':vu recognized is the fact that free access There is another phase of this question that Is
Some of these conditions are the dificulty of secur- "’ l""" "’ ldl:'.d sources of supplies are important Worthy of at least a passing note. Wherever the
ng « chers, an & their services "'If.'""k n in ormining values. The interest gener. consolidated school bas become established it has
when secured, the smallness of the schools making — - e he location of & school house when u Quickly developed into a community centre,  Tha
it difficult, it not impossible to earry on enterprises P v B el L ecessary, is evidence of the School is in most cases the aaly building which Is the
requiring the presence of a number of senior pupils, Mportance attached to that We find, then, that broperty of the community as & whole. Unlike the

= ho never displayed under ordinury conditions rrO8: o i

and the reluctance on the part of the people to make People w ry Small cross-roads school, it is provided with the
the necessary provision, especially in view of the fact o d ‘"::I “':"""‘”‘"" or their educational advan appliances that make possible the holding of public
that & change of teachers may at any time cause (A%es, w h""l"" """' all their power a proposal to meetigs in comfort. Hence It naturally besomes
the whole outfit to be discarded. The only possible e e “"hmld';ﬂ . faalin [0 hundred yards g cCURER i about which all the social activities of
remedy for these things is in the combination of sev. g gt Yo *;" feeling is indeed one of (n* community gather. Its value in this respect is
eral small sehools into one, in short, the introduction S L ‘h’“ Obstactes In the way of consolida broportional to its ease of aceessibility, and that
of what is known as the consolidated rural school thetr schosty e X fear shat they are going to lose  peoborH dependent on the character of the roads,

This plan fnsures a school district large enough ventar hedts. As & i i ¢ fact, however, the ad- o disposition (o attend an evening mosting At &
and with resources adequate (o provide the accom- a3 hofe  ¢veni Y ‘"“l“" uted. = Under our g.g¢, 1 oPo8 five or six miles is largely influenced by
modation and equipment necessary for the eficient 4 — Y; “" SOme mus tons o kity, bo placed 40 degree of comfort or discomfort with whieh the
teaching of these subjects now recognized as so = zh:xﬂ“: ageous D‘I" ons than others as re Journey can be made, perhaps quite as much as by
uecessary. It brings together children of different Fegrg e W"m‘;;‘ on. Everyone cannot have oonsideration of the pleasure or benefit to be do.
frades in suficlent numbers to make possible the ® 8o vy Koo “'l‘"- ere will be a much greater rived from the meeting itself,
teaching of these subjects in a manher ml!edgdlh,: fbproach to equality when the school wagon calls

for ev: il o In eonclusion, it will Appear, as was pointed out at

aze and attainments of the different proe i oy ;w'.::ln. e::: .f'”ﬁ:f'ﬁ,d:’n'l::"' roug PeEinning, that the ood school and the good
makes it possible to secure teachers properly trained s "% road movement are closely roreies (o each other.
" with these subjects, teachers Privileges in regard to markets, y L 3
and qualified to deal with these h In both cases the expenditure 18 in the nature of The school is not possible without roads. The bet-
whose speclal duty it is to do this work. way yestment, ylelding & constant fncome in the Ler the roads. (he ehoi tee establishment and main-
Schools and Roads. way of inereased facilition, greater comfort, and tenance of the school On the other hand, the

What bhas all this to do with good roads? Simply higher intellectual development, and at any time 5chool has an influence both direct and indirect on
o ihe Frovince of Ontario less progress has canvectible fnie st i, erhis presupposes, how.  the promotion of road improvement. And tast. hopn

1 made in the consolidation of rural schools than eyer thet the expenditures are wisely and Judielonsly 4re movements thai find their highest development

in any other American community morth of the mags Much of the money now spent Is wasted | Ly (0 communities that are progressive and enterpris-
Mexican border, and one of the arguments most fre- yno’ coge Of the schools, this is owing to the lack of ME, and in comsequence well 1o do
quently advanced by those who know that we can- col and ad B
not do what M.!:lfl have nl:-
complished, is that transporta.
tion would be impossible with
our roads. While not admit-
ting that this is & valid arge-
ment, it cannot be denled that
it would be in many places a
very real . Wherever
the consolidated school has
taken root the problem of
fransportation has beem found
to be the meost difficult of -d:.
tion, and It is not mecessary
point out that the dimoulty is
greatly  intensified by bad
roads.  Probably ome of the
|t things “the consolidated
chool would do, If gemarally
Introduced, would be to bring
home to us definitely the need
for beltor roads and better
road construct!

Sugar maple trees are a
specially valuable asset to a
farm this year. Regular com-
mercial sugar is scarce and
high. There is money in
maple sap, and heyond the
work, it is practically all profit.
You don't have to plow, or har
row, or fertilize the ground for
the maple harvest. You don't
have to do any spring seeding,
and you don't have to walt
patiently from spring to fall.

® maple season comes at a
!'me when other farm work is

. The trees require no
spraying, pruning, fertilizing or
watering. They stand, as a
rule, on untillable or rocky
land. The maple tree was a
Godsend to Canada in the pio-
neer davs. It is no less so now
in the war scarcity of sugar,
The time duriug whieh this

\ _ip Ty 3 g LORs crop may he harvested is lim.
of "jn M‘!‘ schools has heen ited. Prospects point to good
:::‘;:V:PQP Y & A Clay Road that is Kept Good by Dragging. prices "an maple products this

depend not o0 mueh on the materials of their construction « drai are.  Year. Fvery evaporator should
To (his there T amenaaiend not 80 o an this ) swn el somewse nd care
. ny road in Bs sex Y crown bel h. therefore be worked to capae-
be rais. 5 the surtace wis dragped Trom the Gentre Suryarit "8 SOMEWNAL excessive, ity while the run lasts.




