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I sat up very straight and
the fish-balls, in
My eatire visit to Paddington

tinka went off with the coals

, say, that the toast : _ y v
; my preoccupation. 'her a bride, married in the parlor
was |

t ’em in last thing rpvn!ving itself into one momentous | ding should be in 'b"-p“]'”'~ and 1
% 1 left, an’ Katinka says they |inquiry: Was Katinka in love with spent a most feverish dav. 1 made
' Supper's ready when you Andy”” I put it to Peleas, excitedly, |repeated visits to the kitchen and
©  |when we were upstairs at last. . (held consultations with the little |
up by white lady’s-| “Katinka? Andy? Andy? Katit- {maid, whose cheeks grew rosv and |
: \ whose eyes grew bright at the

“‘One would think vou were never in
love yourself,”” T chided him, and he
fell to planning what on eartl they
would |

mere heaven of having some one in

the world who was interested in her.

While she washed the dishes

told me that she and Andy had saved

snough together to live for
s at Mis’ Slocum's

AL 4 the futur

- A

ted to Peleas,
MM

on. Why are so many lit-
with to live on,

said Katinka, wiping her eves at the |

a more delicious busi- |

' quite |
refused !as if the next day were not to see '

For 1 was determined that the wed- |

Sbe]
three
ding-

[the high window at the Paddington
stars, which someway seemed wnlike
town stars. And on a sundden ¥ smil-
ed back at them, and lay smiling at
!then. for a long time, For I knew
what little Katinka was to wear at

Never did gown fit so beautifully
| Never was one of so nearly the pro-
per length! Never was such  ele-
1gance’ When she was quite ready,
the red ring and red bracelet having
heen added at her request, Katinka

stood upon a chair to have a better

:

i
!

view in the mirror above my wash-
basin  and she stepped down, awe-
struck.

““Oh, ma'am,”” she said, in an ad-
miring whisper, "I look like 1 was
|ready to be laid out!"

Then she went to the poor, tawdry

things of her own which she had
brought to my room, and selected
. something. It was a shabby plush

'book, decorated with silk flowers and
showing dog-eared gilt leaves

“T t'ought 1'd carry this here
{said, shvly

I opened the book and myv eye fell

she

first  upon these words, written in
letters which looked as if they had
fallen to thé page from a sieve

| There may be sugar and there may

be spice,

vou are the one I shall ever call
nice
{ It was an an'n%raph album.
| “Why, Katinka,” I said.
for?”’

“Well."" she explained, ‘I know in
the fashion pictures brides allus car-
ries books, I ain't got no other
book than what this is. An’ this
was mother's book—it's all hers I've

" so 1 t'ought—" g

Bt

l

dusted the pedal for so long that she
understood it, had come to the res-
cue, while the parson waited for her
& Ay

As for me, by the time that it was
all over I was™crying softly behind
the stove, with as much enjoyment
as if I had been Katinka's mother.
And not until T took up mv apron to
wipe my eyes did I remember that I
had not changed my own gown that
morning. And if, hecause one Is se-
venty, that is reason for losing one's
sell-respect!

Peleas put the rest in my head

“Ettare,”” he said, while we were
having sauce and seed-cakes after the
ceremony, ‘‘vou've got vour grav
gown, haven't you?" :

“Why, ves,” said I, not understand-
ing

And vou don’'t reaily
white one—"" He hesitated
I saw what he meant
looked across at the liitle
speechlessly  happy in myv old

man's finery
“Not a bit,” 1
for his thought

His hamd slipped under the bie nan-

need that

We hotl
bride,
wWo-

said

loving Peleas

“ what kin and found mine, and we smiled at

each other with the tidings of a new
secret.

That is why, when we reached home
next night, we gave our suitcase to
Nichola to umpack and had no fear.
The white s-cloth gown was not
there.~Zona Gale in "he Outlook.




