
266 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL.

feeding back extracted honey is con­
cerned, the bees did not winter very 
well on it. We had great losses. I 
think It Is necessary sometimes to feed 
the syrup warm. As regards the weight 
of the hives, I do not put any pa cu- 
lar weight on the hives; it Is about as 
fair to say what a hive In the general 
terms should weigh as what a good 
bee-keeper should weigh. There is a 
great difference in the size of hives, 
and it would hardly be safe to say 
what weight you should put on. It 
might be too high or too low. We 
should not give the bees too much feed, 
though many bee-keepers think .hey 
will not winter well without much feed.

Mr. Timbers—Can bees ripen syrup 
or honey if it is too late to cap It over?

Mr. Nolan—I think they would ripen 
It later than they would cap it. I think 
perhaps if syrup Is well ripened it is 
as good as if It were capped.

Mr. Orosjean—I had one very light 
colony. There was not more than three 
or four pounds of honey in the hive 
when I took them Into the cellar. It 
was very full of bees, and I did not 
like to disturb them In the cellar. I 
could not find any frame but what was 
covered with bees, so I took them and 
fed them about 15 pounds of one-third 
honey, one-third water and one-third 
sugar. It was buckwheat honey. I 
made it warm and took It down the 
cellar and fed them. I looked at them 
a day or so afterwards and they were 
quiet. Then I made up my mind that 
should do them till the spring, but I 
found I had to give them more later 
on, and they were the best hive I ever 
had. I got 40 to 50 pounds more honey 
from them than from any other hive.

Mr. Lalng—Mr! Nolan touched cn 
one point; he said that the colony must 
not be too strong. A colony In nor­
mal condition, one which is generally 
strong, not too weak, will winter bet­

ter than a really powerful one. 
would like to have your opinion oi 
this.

Mr. Nolan—That is In reference ti 
colonies united.

Mr. Roach—Three years ago I had] 
an exceedingly strong colony. I wai 
much disturbed about 1L It was win­
tering outside till about Christmas. 1 
left them alone, and In the sprtng th 
were starving. That Is an over-strum] 
colony.

Mr. Hershlser—The question ha 
been raised as to ripening stores, 
want to know exactly what Is meaj 
by the ripening of stores. I undei 
stand If stores are ripened they wf 
be capped over. If it Is not capped 
will it not do Just as well?

Mr. McEvoy—Not quite.
Mr. Brunne—Speaking of, feeding 

never lose any more through feedi:
In the winter. If I winter In the cell 
I can feed the bees at any time will 
success, I use half water and hi 
best granulated sugar. I find it ani 
wers better than honey; and It is all 
far cheaper, and for that reason I 
more money in my pocket. As far 
feeding up is concerned, I feed up 
the first of October. If you have 
house cellar put them in It, but nmj 
them lifted a little so that you can y 
to them more easily. I said half wal 
and half sugar, but I think it betti 
to have it a little strong, so that t 
ter proportions are three parts s< 
and two water, and you can feed tin 
in the cellar any time at all.

Mr. Evans—There are different u 
lars. Some will not do to put 
In with uncapped honey, and some «I 
I like to feed the bees as late as II 
will take it. If I feed them early 
again late in the fall it is all tui 
into bees and the hives are short 
I use the old Canadian feeder made 
Jones, which I think is the be t fi

made in the wo 
well up and ke< 
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