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laws of God—that haSItual fcnfe of our obligation to fervp li'm,

which naturally flows from a firm belief of his exiftcncc and pre*

fence from unfeigned love, and a defire to pleafe him. It

alfo includes every moral and fociai virtue truth, juftice, in-

tegrity, benevolence. Thus, rightcoufnefscomprifcs our duty

to God and man, as I (aid before; wlrcti might be evinced from

various pafTages of fcripture, were it nereiTary i and in this fenfc

it is oppjfcd, as in my text, to fin and vice.

When Solomon therefore aflerts that righteoufnef--- exalt-'th a

nation, but fin is a reproach to any prople ; it ia the f\me as if

he had faid fincere piety and virtue exalt a nation to the hight-fl:

degree of temporal profperity, and diffufc happlnefs among the

indivi.luals that compofe it •, they infure the Almighty's favour,

and avert his judgments : VVherens, fin .ind vice draw down his

vengeance, and will make a people miierable, wretched and de-

fpicabie.

This fubjea is worthy of fcrious confidera<-ion, fince few in-

volvc confequences of greater momenf-, and it is my wiili. and

aim that you may derive advantage from it at prefiiat. F;)r c!i"^

parpofc, let mc requcft your patient attention, whlliT:, with all

pliinncfs and finccrity, I endeavour
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