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Oil the Athahnsca Dht,-!ct nf the Canadian North-Wed Territory.

By the Rev. ifciiiLE Pktixot.
'

Map, p. 0S8.

Some niiio years ago, I wroto a short paper on the Fur District of
AtiiiiLasca, which was inserted in the Bulletin of the French Geo-
graphical Society for July-Sei)tduber 1875, and was also twice published
SI '.arately. My subsequent journeys on the Upper Athabasca river and
a stay of some months on the lake of the -same name, have enabled mo to
collect fresh topographical, statistical, and historical material on this
gi-eat district of the Canadian North-west ; so that I have had to recast
my former account in order to interpolate Jiese recent acquisitions as
well as my personal observations.

It will bo needless to refer to the works of the first explorers
of the region, such as Hearno, Mackenzie, Franklin, Back, Eichardson,
and others, or even to the more recent ' Wild North Land ' of Captain
Butler, as the commercial district of Athabasca, which takes its name
from the river and lake, has undergone so many modifications during
the last decade. In 1879, the Hudson's Bay Company joined a con-
siderable portion of the Lessor Slave Lake and Mackenzie districts to the
old Athabasca district, and its boundaries were defined by the dismem-
bered and modified Mackeiizie district on the north, the Churchill district
on the east, the English liiver on the soutli, the Upper Saskatchewan on
the south-west, and British Columbia on the west.* From the Buffalo

• It should 1.0 obsri vcl tlmt since M. Pclitofs return to Fninco, Athahnsca has been
rc.(k'tincd asotioof tho fonrdistriots of tlio Prairiu Socti.-n ofthe North-AVust Territories
l)y Older of tlio I'rivy Council of Cnnad.i dated tlio Stli JIi.v, 1881!, in the following
words:—"Itli. Athiih;,s,tt. Tho district of Athuba.-ca, uhout 1'22,0()0 s.iuare miles in
extent, t.. l.e hounded on tho south by tho district of Alk-rta ; on the cast by tho line be-
twceii the 1 (Ith and 1

1 tli ranj^cs of Dominion Lands townships bofoie mentioned [i. e. the
lum divuhn- the Kith nnd lltli ran^os of townshirs numbered frrm tho fourth initial
meruhan of tlio Dominion Lands system of survey, or atout 111° 30' W long]
until in pioccediuff northward that lino intersects tho Athabasca river ; thou "by that
river and tlio Athabasca Lake and Slave Eiver to the intersection of tho last with the

No. XL—Nov. 1883.] 2 »


