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Tiie.closer the annular rings are together the better as a

rule will the thnber be.

"
, Planks cut from a log will always varp away from the ^J^"pln^

^ntre of the original tree.
^

*
,

'
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,The plank cut Qjtaetly through the centre wHl ^rink
'''

but ngt warp» ' .

The chief British woods used in the R.C.D., are'oak, ash,

elm and beech. - ,
. f

Oak is the strongest, toughek 4nd most lasting. It, how-

ever contains an acid, which corrodes' iron in contact with

It. ;
-• ":*,.

^' Ash is totigii and remarkably elastic. It is used for

'^'
shafti, harfdspikes, felloes, &c. It does not stand weather

well, awl is yery liable to siiifer from worm.

j:im is a very crpss-grained tough v^ood, tlilrefore it does

not splinter. 'It is al^o rery xWrable under constant wet:

Beech^:^Whardj strong wood, l^ufe> daes not stand ex-

,
• posure^ ^\*^^ ^/"' ^^

"' ^; • ^-

The ^HowWg fo»*eign woods are used :

A'i African oak, is stroni>er, heavier and darker tjian Bhg- African O^ik.

". lish oak, for whiA it is used as a sub^ituto. ' V, „ ^. ^

Saliicu, is exceedingly strong, heavy and durable. It is

used for^arts where rubbing action may be expected and

wei<'ht is no object, sucluas the blocks m a rear chock carri-

age, bollards-, &c'. It is grown in the West Indies.

-^eak, an E^t^ndian a|V(i Afi-ican t*mbcr. It possesses

aredt strength, toughitess and durability, but splinters

readily. '"''^

It contains an .essential tail that keeps off insects.

...it is used for wDrk for foreign stations. V - , ^
' '

,?Mah'oa»py*is of two. kinds, "Iloridurasf from Centrar' Mahogany.

'JuiericJ^nfe^ibanish," froin Cuba- and 6ther Wes ^ »

dij^ Islands. :
' » -*? *

'•'^It IS kronen all directions, and keeps its shafe under
,

try-ing circunisjjjarices,, aj^^o heat and moisture. : , .
/

kondura^is lighter and inferior to Spanish.

' Pine is SQiV, light and elastic, and is di several kinds. - Pine.

^
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