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• From Fort V«nBiIk)o. • trBvtm of about forty milM wm n»do ,..„„„„^inUod to th* Baflblo HMd hilb. For Um flnt tm or twalvo ailM th« '•* v< miilkm.

tr«UM MroM • partially wooikd and fortiU prairio and tbm throagh
marabw altamatiog with woodod ridgM to BuflWIo lake, a umati sliMi
of waUr from two to thrM milM long and about a mile wide. BaffaJo
lake ia borderml by eitenaive meadow land*, ooverwl with luxHriant
gnm. After leaving it, we paaeed throagh an aapen wood, oroMwd two
mall itraamt flowing Into Bear river and then for tome milee travelled
through a belt of partly wooded, partly open country which lie* at the
foot of the BuflTalo Head hilla. The greater L)art of the land juH de»
cribeii ia well fitted for tettlement.'

From such information ae could be gathered from Indian.. «n<l half-
bweds who have bunted in the country between Peace River Landing
and Vermilion and between the Buffalo Head hills and the Peace river,
the greater part of it i% covere.1 with forest or bnil^ with many marahee
and muakege.

coNCLuaioirtt.

After a perusal of all publi8h«!d reports on the Peace river country P'^-- Kl^^r
an examination of almost every acre of cultivated land in that region ?ul";i'.!'r"'
H'ld a c%reful study of the natural vegetaMon, soil and climatic con- ?* " -"^ *

.
tions, I have been forcwl to the conclusion tha'. notwithstanding"""'

the luxuriant growth that is to be seen alinoH everywhere, the upper
Peace river country, to which so m%ny eyes ure now turned, will never
be a country in which wheat can b« grown succpsHfully. That thii
grain will mature occavjonally there is no doubt, but that it will ever
become the staple product of any considerable area I do not l)elieve.
The fact must never be lost sight of that ti.ere have been very few
attempts to grow grain except in the river valley, and that when
these t tempU have been made they have nlraost always failed.
Without any exception, every report on the productiveness of the
soil and the suitability of the climate for the growth of cereals refers
to the river valley, not one of those who have stateu that the whole
Peace river region was suited to the growth of wheat having at.y
other grounds for that belief than the evidence afforded by crops
grown in the valley. The character of the soil in different parts of
the country has already been described, and nothing further need be
said under this head, but when it is remembered that the plateau
from 'uich so much has been expected is from 800 to 1,000 feet
above the river and from 2,000 to 2,500 feet above the sea, it will be
seen that as a general propoeition it is a great deal to assume that at
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