
Jranc») for a 5' Binder, wiilu.ut transport truck, w... $l.-.0 00 ati.l
for a 4^/ Mover witli Urop,H:r Attachment. $200.00: for ati m'
Dump Rake. IKMXK).
A« stated above, prices in luKl.ind a. I ranco arc lelatively

much hiKher now thin in 1«JIS. l,„t the cvnanKP is nnw ^ . hi^h
that although comparisons at present arc greatly in .uir favour
they are h.irdlv fair.

Proper Comparison Between Canada and U.S. Pric«
mutt be bated on detail Pri,;e«.

The relative costs of implements to thv. rain grower^ in the
United Staus ind Canada have heen grossly misn-,)rcscnted.
The grain grower is interested only in the nt-iilprice. Xe\ crthe-
lesf, nearly all the comparisons made in the past contrast the
M-nneapoiis wholesale prices with Winnipeg wholesale prices.
To realize the situation it is necessary to understand the dif-
ference between the Canad" n ..nd T.S. practice in the s.Ie of
machines. In Canada w ' every dollar's worth of m . goods
direct to the consumer ,, - igh the medium of a commission
agent. We fix the retail p. .ces. which are u > iform over Inr^e zones
and vary .simply to the extent of the difference in freight rate from
one zone to another. Our goods are delivered free of char^'e at
the customer's nearest station.

In the United States by far the largest percentage of the business
is done through dealers who buy their goo<Is from the manu'ac-
turers and who fix their own retail prices. Such prices v in ac-
cordance with the dealers' judgment as to w hat is a I'air m. :n for
expense and profit, so that many different retail prices will be
found in the same State. Secondly, their sales are made based,
to quite a large extent, on the price at their distributing centres,
the customer paying local freight.

We nend that a proper comparison must be based on retail
prices i that retail prices of States such, for instance, as Wis-
consin, southern Minnesota and Illinois, thickly settled and con-
tiguous to implement factories, should be compared with Ontario
prices, whereas our Western Province prices should be compared
with points in Northern Minnesota, the Dakotas. Montana.
Idaho, Washington, California. Texas, etc.

Just prior to the outbreak of the war Sir Thomas White, then
Minister of Finance, sent a special Customs ofTicial into Minnesota,
Dakota and Montana to enquire as to prices and this officer's
report was quoted by Sir Thos. White, in Pariiament and is re-
corded in Hansard of April 30th. 1914. {So. 70, p. 3257).
We have figures of our own. procured by having sent an official

of the Company at two different periods over this ground to
secure at first hand retail prices. Our figures are somewhat more

7


