nified . and
i+ i countrymen who organized anti-Shah demonstrations

‘v"e?latter facilitated- 1mp0rtant contracts\for'epr
natural gas which had been a Wasted by product of
nian 011 productlon : :

Rocketmg revenues followmg the 1973 011 crisis
d’'the emergence of the Organization of Petroleum

Exportlng Countries as a powerful bargaining agent

were Warmly welcomed in Iran. But sudden wealth had-

disastrous consequences for the national. economy. In-

ﬂatmn sent prices soaring.. The government was un- .

- able to prevent a small minority from monopolizing the
- inflow of wealth while the mass of the population could

- see little benefit from it. Proﬁteermg and corruption
“ . flourished. Political repression by security police ex-
" . panded as conscientious critics of the Shah’s dictatorial
- policies combined with the reactionary elements which

..~ 'had opposed the revolution from its beginning to bring
- pressure- on .the regime. The Shah’s failing health
. added to his declining effectiveness, seemingly drain-

u mg his enthusiasm and determination. :
o ~:The “White Revolution” exposed the Shah to a re-
e Ientless propaganda campaign abroad inspired by op-

* “ponents of his reforms. Faults of his regime were mag-
achievements ignored by hostile

on the occasion of his state visits to democratic coun-
‘tries. Ironically, the participants usually were stu-
dents benefitting from the Iranian government’s ambi-

-~ tious scholarship programs designed to bring western
skills, technology and learning to Iran to accelerate the
reform program.

.- Despite the failure of his “White Revolution” and"

-~ the Shah’s flawed performance in the last years of his
-~ reign, critics cannot deny his loyalty to his friends in
" the West on whom he relied to help defend the inde-
pendence of his country. The desertion of the Shah by
former supporters abroad when he most needed sup-
port helped open the Pandora’s Box of mischief which
- led to the hostilities between Iran and Iraq. The refusal
of western governments to grant refuge to the Shah
‘when he was dying provided a sorry example of ingra-
titude and inhumanity.

Power vacuum )

The reckless destruction of human life and prod-
uctive facilities involved in the Iranian-Iraqi warfare,
' the loss of oil supplies urgently required by an energy-
hungry world and the power vacuum in the Gulf pro-
vide belated justification for the Shah’s costly arms
build-up—one of the main targets of his critics in his
lifetime. The disastrous decline in Iran’s ability to de-
fend its frontiers and maintain normal relationships
with its neighbours is attributable directly to the poli-
cies of the erratic new regime in Tehran. Internal
chaos promoted by them has set back tragically the
- clock of progress the Shah advanced commendably dur-
ing his good years.

24 International Perspectives November/December 1980

" Ayatollah Khomel_ “the
- Iran'in 1963, was arrested

h1m Moss- |
h1s estate 1

] arg_e of 1nc1t1ng vio-
lent opposition to the “Whi evolution”. ‘The Shah re. §
leased him, permlttmg him to seek refuge among his

- Shi’a brethren in Iraq. His subsequent departure from

Iraq is not unrelated to his hostility to Iraq and his re. §
gime’s efforts to stir up. trouble within the Shi’a popu.
lation there. The sorry contrast between the Shah’s le- |

" niency - toward ‘Mossadegh and - ‘Khomeini and the |

vengeful cleric’s relentless- pursuit of the dying King 3
and his famlly has been.lgnored by the. crltlcs of the
Shah

Strateglc posmon e

Initial successses of the Iraq1 armed forces in pene-
trating Iranian defences- and laymg siege to Abadan
and Khorramshahr gave promise of an early end to
hostilities, but an Iranian ‘population three times as §

- large and a land area four times that of Iraq support

Iranian resistance. A strateglcally superior position in
the Gulf waters, based on its control of the shoreline on
one side and the islands guardlng the Strait of Hormuz
at the entrance of the waterway is another factor in
Iran’s favor. The Shah’s earlier decision to occupy the
unguarded islands now provides the hard-pressed Teh-
ran regime with a decisive card in regard to shipping,
entering and leaving the Gulf. The Iranian naval force }
in the Gulf, which appears to have been purged of its
command personnel less drastically than Tranian land

~ and air forces, should prove capable of keeping the in-
ferior Iraqi navy in check. Iranian resources for defen-

sive warfare and the fanaticism of the revolutionaries
suggest the probability of a drawn-out struggle ending
indecisively when both Iran and Iraq have exhausted
energy and supplies.

Prolongation of the warfare on any scale ‘would
spell economic disaster and possible political upheaval
for both sides. Oil exports from Iran have already been
reduced to a trickle. Iraqi exports would virtually cease
if Iran closed the Strait of Hormuz to ships carrying ex-
ports from and imports to Iraq. The dangers call for re-
alism, logic and the spirit of conciliation which have |
been sorely lacking in the Middle East since the estab-
lishment of the state of Israel. The outlook for stability
in an area vitalto western interests becomes gloomier
with every day of battle and the threats of direct in-
volvement of the super-powers become more menacing.




