
also, have appreciated their kind invitation; and how highly I esteem 
the privilege of being among the number present at this afternoon’s 
ceremony. I, too, have been privileged to enjoy a friendship with 
President Roosevelt which extends now over many years. Like him, 
I have sought, whenever and wherever the opportunity has presented 
itself, to further and cement ties of international friendship and good­
will, not alone between the English-speaking countries of the world, 
but between all countries. It is a joy to me to be able to join with 
the President this afternoon in drawing to the attention of the 
citizens of other lands, as well as our own, the wide significance of 
to-day’s proceedings, and much that is symbolized by the new 
structure, the dedication of which to public use is the occasion of 
this vast international gathering.

Appreciation of President Roosevelt's visits to Canada

On behalf of the Government and people of Canada, I should 
like to say to President Roosevelt how pleased and honoured we all 
feel that he should have found it possible, to-day, to pay our country 
another visit, and to accept an honorary degree from one of its 
leading Universities. May 1 express as well, on behalf of all Cana­
dians, our profound appreciation of the address delivered by the 
President at Queens University this morning. It will meet with a 
warm response in the hearts of all lovers of justice, liberty and peace. 
This is the third official visit of the President of the United States to 
Canada in as many years. We recall with pride and delight the 
President’s visit to the ancient citadel of Quebec on July 31st, 1936. 
On September 30th of last year, before embarking upon a cruise on 
the Pacific Ocean, he paid a brief visit to the westernmost province 
of the Dominion, honouring by his presence its beautiful capital, the 
city of Victoria. In visiting Kingston to receive from Queen’s Uni­
versity the degree of Doctor of Laws, he has this morning honoured 
another of our historic cities, one which, a century ago, was looked 
upon, and spoken of, as the citadel of Upper Canada. These have 
been official visits, paid in the course of years filled with over­
whelming responsibilities, and the most arduous of public duties.
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It is a pleasure to recall that there have been unofficial visits 
as well. The waters of the Atlantic, even more than those of the 
Pacific, have extended to President Roosevelt a continuous welcome 
to our shores. For many years, the Island of Cainpobello, off the 
New Brunswick const, has been for the President a place of residence 
or recreation in the summer months. Personal and official visits alike 
remind us how near to the heart of the President—and I might add, 
to the hearts of us all—is his policy of the good neighbour. For the 
many expressions of international friendship and good-will, towards 
our country, by the Chief Executive of the United States, the Gov­
ernment and people of Canada are profoundly grateful. It is a 
gratitude which may well he shared by an anxious world.

International significance of universities of Canada and the
United States

In honouring the Chief Executive of the United States, Queen’s 
University has this morning been able also to pay a tribute of esteem 
and of enduring friendship to the people of the United States. The 
tribute will especially be welcomed, by Canadians, as the gift of a 
University of a long and honourable academic tradition, which has 
given to our country, alike in professional and political callings, not 
a few of its most public-spirited sons.

It may, at this time, be not inappropriate to remark that the 
interchange of professors and students between our universities 
in either country has contributed richly to both. I hope that a 
continuance of this fraternity of learning may serve to deepen the 
channels of understanding between our respective countries.

I may be pardoned, perhaps, if I mention that this morning’s 
ceremony vividly recalled to me my own indebtedness to the uni­
versities of the United States for opportunities of post-graduate 
study and research. The passing years have served to increase, rather 
than to diminish, the sense of obligation I feel for the opportunities 
thus enjoyed. Particularly is it a pleasure to me to remember, at 
this time, my own academic connections with Harvard University;
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