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- R = ANNEX 4.
b LETTER FROM THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT TO THE
CHATRMAN CF THE COMMITIRE OF THIRT R .
i L]
Rome , April Jvd. 1936. XIV.
(Translation). . %
L aip,

%, I have recsived the letter dated March 23rd addressed to me by
. Your Excellency as Chairman of the Committee of Thirteen.

The Italian Government, while it is anxious to esteblish the truth
Tegarding the facts of which a tendencious version is put forward in ths
Ethiopian statements, feels hound, first of all, to make every reserva-
tion regerding the compe tence of the Committee of Thirteen to deal with
the questions referred to in your communication under reply.

I must further observe that there seems no Justification for: the
View thet charges made hy the Italian Government to the League of
Nations - for example, those relating to the use by the Tthiopisns of
Aum-dum hullets, and to the atracities practised on prisoners ard non-
combatant Italian civilians - could be considered as requiring no

further action on the ground that they were brought at the same time
fo the attention of the International Red Cross Committee.

AS a matter of fact, since the procedure contemplated in Article 30
of the Geneve Convention of July 27th, 1929, relates only to viclations
9f rules laid down in that Convention itself, the charges of the
Italian Government to which I have just referred, and which relate to
violations of nther conventions, and rules of a humanitarian character,
could not normelly he examined in any enguiry which the International
ked Crcss Committee might set on foot, and in fact are not at the

Present time, the object of any study on the part of that Committee.
In these circumstences, the Italian Government would he gmateful
if Your Excellency would he gond enough to inform it whether the

attention of the Ethinpian Government has heen drawn - in a manner

fcrrespnnding to the action taken by your letter of imarch 23rd ahove

feferred to - tn the charges of the Italian Government relating ta
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the use by Ethiopia of methods of warfare forhidden hy International

Tegulations, and tr thre

-+

Atrccities practised on priscners and non-
comhatent Italisn civilians, and whether that Government haz been
fefilested to put forward such observations as it

make cn the sub ject

Ue

may desire to
i have tLe }er,;ﬂ‘(}‘-lr‘ et
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