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%20 Bay Street, Toronto,
September 12, 1941,

ttr, Re A, Stepells,
159 Bgy Street,
Torontoy Onte

Dear Hr, Stapellsa:

I have just rseceived and read yours of 1llthe
It =as not at &ll in my mind thet the lotter I wrote you on ond Sgpteaber
should become the basis of a controversy with you personally. Its object
was merely to set out the fscts as they occurrid, sni with my relation of
what did take place I am pleased to see you lo not disagrees I amy, howe
ever, sorry to note that you defend the conduet of ihe Empire Clube

/ < _ You mentlon first the season of the y: as
being inconvenient, but this becomes irrelevant in view of the laat parae-
graph of your lettcr,

In tils last peragraph vou ctate that lnasmuch
as the purpose of the Empir: Club is to promote the 1doa of *"Coneda end a
United Empire"', "the Speskers Committee decided thet it could not orovide
a forum for the eacourszgement of political controversy such as your letter
states would be the pursose of your sddress.”

E You take issue #ith my stotement that the
Emf:ire Clud allows itself to bo used as & forum "for the¢ purpoges of ‘overn-
nent spcekers snd no ethers in so far as subjects of erucial moment tc the
Canadian people sre ecncerneds”

' The address to siich I desired to renly was
maie by the Hon, Hr, fows, The wurpose of Mr, Howe's addres, as clearly
revealed throughout 1ts entir« length, was o uphold the adequacy of the
Pederal Government's war offort. It was indesd the second time Mr, Howe had
spoken on the sane subject, and for the sase pu'rposes‘ before the Dapire Club,
%o one will deny that the adequacy of the Governaent's war effort ic a subject
of political controversy, anl has boen the maln subject of politicel controversy
in Csnada for 7or: than a year and o helf, To these addresses the Empire Club
refugses the privilege of reply to those sho tuke a definitely opposite view,
It, therefore, has, beyond all possibility of denial, allowed itself i~ be
used as a forum for exactly the purpoce stated in my lotter as quoted above.

This ia oue way all right to avoid controversye.

Yours very truly,

AY/E,
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