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~ NEWS — Wblf not, want not:

canine cost-cut at Shubenacadie, p.3.

ARTS — Trusty Tim Covert raps
with Toronto’s Rusty, p.10.

SPORTS - Plancke returns to

men's hoop squad, p.16.
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Red Cross in bloody controversy

The Red Cross blood donor clinic
paid a visit to the McInnes room
in the Student Union Building
(SUB) on Monday and Tuesday
this week, and brought with it
some L'l}[‘itr(}\-'(‘rh'_\".

The problem centres around
the Red Cross' donor health as-
sessment questionnaire, which
gay rights groups have accused of
being homophobic.

Here at Dalhousie, members of
Humans Against Homophobia
(HAH) feel that the questionnaire
needs to be revised.

The part of the questionnaire
deemed to be homophobic is arti-
cle 14. It excludes males who have
had sex with another male even
once since 1977 from giving
blood.

Aaron Poirier, a representative
for HAH, is concerned that the
Red Cross is labelling homosexu-
als as a high risk group. when
they should be labelling the sexual
act — anal intercourse — as a
high risk activity.

“The impression they give with
all this talk of high risk groups is
that only certain groups are in
danger...most people don’t know
that the fastest growing group of
people testing positive for HIV are
heterosexual women,” said
Poirier.

Poirier said that he is sad
homophobia has been allowed to
exist in the name of protecting the
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blood supply. He hopes that Red
Cross can be convinced to re-write
their questionnaire.

“I think we need to make peo-
ple aware that this is unaccept-
able, but at the same time I don’t
want to discourage people from
giving blood,"” he said.

In a brief interview on Mon-
day in the McInnes room, Charge
Nurse Barbara Cunningham de-
fended the Red Cross question-
naire. She said that because of the
six month incubation period be-
fore HIV can be detected, and be-
cause of the limited shelf-life of
red blood cells, it is necessary to
eliminate those people whose HIV
may be undetectable by using the
questionnaire.

When asked whether she
thought the question was in place
because homosexuals are high

risk, or certain acts are high risk,
Cunningham's conviction wa-
vered.

“The activity itsell is a high
risk...it's where they think AIDS

BY PATTI WALLER

“A time of year for people to come together” is
the dominating theme for this year’s Black His-
tory Month.

In a brief meeting and amidst arranging the
final details for this month's activities, Eric
McRae — president and council representative
of the Dalhousie Black Canadian Students As-
sociation — forecast the special events planned.

The Harambee party is the first of many
events. Starting at 8 p.m. on Feb. 16, it will
showcase everything from fashion shows to tra-
ditional African music and a selection of Affri-
can and West Indian cuisine. The night's
festivities — which officially kick off the month's
events — ends with a dance.

This is only the start, however, of what is sure
to be an educational and enjoyable symposium.

Booths and seminars will provide informa-

tion on a diversity of subjects ranging from so-
cial issues, economics, and politics that affect
Nova Scotia’s black communities. These issues
will be highlighted by a keynote speaker who
will provide a more global perspective. This
event is being held in conjunction with Transi-
tion Year Program professors; its exact time and
location are to be announced.

McRae said the most important goals and
objectives for Black History Month were “edu-
cating other people about the cultural differ-
ences and diversities and as much as possible,
making other cultures, outside of our own, feel
very comfortable with us.”

When asked if this month has an even greater
educational importance in face of budget cuts
that will severely affect organizations like the
Black United Front, McRae reflected, “that is very
unfortunate...but it makes it even more impor-
tant in these times for communities to come to-
gether and pool their efforts, and pool their ideas
so that they can have some sort of a base where
they can draw information from.”

More information on all events can be ob-
tained through the Dalhousie Student Union
Information Line and through the info booths
that will be set up during the month. Inter-
ested persons may also contact the Black Stu-
dents Association Office in Room 120 in the
SUB or at 494-6648. The Gazette will also be
publishing a Black History Month Supplement
which will appear in next week'’s issue.

A Human rights
groups continue to
protest against the

wording of article 14
in the Red Cross donor

questionnaire.
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all began,” she said. “...I know it
was one of the groups identified
as where it all began and it is a
high risk activity...they figure that
it's a homosexual activity.”

Cunningham did explain that
answering yes to article 14 does
not mean that a prospective do-
nor would automatically be
turned away.

“We would really have to sit
down and get into it with them
before we made a decision,” said
Cunningham.

The clinic reported that things
were quieter than usual on Mon-
day, but neither HAH nor Red
Cross felt it had anything to do
with the controversy.

The clinic will be spending the
second half of the week accepting
blood from donors at St.Mary's.

Residence house
t-shirts destroyed

BY KRISTIN MCNEILL

“Never trust anything that can
bleed for four to five days and not
die,” was the slogan intended for
the '95-'96 Cameron House t-
shirts.

The shirts were destroyed
shortly after they were delivered
to Cameron House in response to
complaints about the sexist senti-
ment expressed by the slogan.

Staff of the Dalhousie Wom-
en's Centre were busy with com-
plaints about the shirts this past
week. Kelly Redmond, the Volun-
teer Coordinator and Office Man-
ager of the Women's Centre said
that the centre found out about
the t-shirt after a phone call. “A
woman called the centre con-
cerned about the ramifications
about what the t-shirt would
bring,” she said.

Redmond’s responsibilities in-
clude investigating concerns of
sexism. Despite the fact that the
t-shirts were promptly destroyed,
Redmond explained, “Our outrage
stems from the fact that this idea
was even conceived; the fact that
the shirts were even created,” she

said. She added that in this case,
she was “pleased that action had
been taken” before the Women's
Centre needed to get involved.

She said action had been taken
swiltly and effectively, and judg-
ing from the number ol calls to
the Women's Centre, she was
pleased with what she views as a
concerned community which feels
strongly about issues dealing with
sexism.

The idea for the t-shirt origi-
nated in Cameron House of Howe
Hall. Action on the part of the
administration and residence
council was not taken until after
the shirts were produced.

Several Howe Hall sources in-
dicated their bewilderment that
the t-shirts were made. Initially,
talk of the design and creation of
the shirts was not taken seriously.

John Killam, President of Howe
Hall Residence Council, said his
council did not have any part in
the design or production of the t-
shirts.

“We heard that statement [the
slogan on the shirt] kicking

...cont'd on page 5: "T-SHIRTS "




