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GOING 10 EUROPE 
THIS SUMMER?

Dal alumnus to monitor 
South African election

|in rhe March 28 massacre] are capa­
ble of killing, they’re also capable of 
loving and sharing and giving,” she 
explains.

Hudson will be flying to Ottawa 
April 3 for a briefing with the Minis­
ter for Foreign Affairs and the na­
tional head ofOXFAM. There she’ll 
get some background on Canada’s 
role and the role of women in the 
election, South African culture, the 
possibility of violence, her role as an 
observer, and just about anything 
else that could happen to them in 
their line of work. “One of the hard­
est parts is going to be controlling 
reactions based on things you may 
see which you disagree with. Here 
we have the right to speak freely, and 
they probably do too in South Af­
rica, but there the right to speak 
sometimes can cost you your life. So 
it’s important to tone down what you 
say, not overreact, and make sure 
you use objectivity and reason.”

This is the first time Hudson has 
done anything like monitor an elec­
tion in a foreign country, but she 
definitely has experience abroad. 
She’s worked in poverty-stricken ar­
eas in Thailand, for Canadian Cross­
roads International in a girls’ school 
and women’s group in Kenya, and 

she’s travelled to 
Zimbabwe and 
through East Af­
rica, so her 
friends and fam­
ily know she can 
survive on her 
own.

to make the decision before, but now 
I have to make the decision on who 
I think is going to best represent my 
interests in government.’ If you’re 
brought up in this way based on this 
culture, then you’re always dependent 
on men to make the decisions for you.”

“I was also told that because of 
the complexion of my skin I wouldn’t 
be considered black, 1 would be con­
sidered coloured, which means one 
of your parents must be white. Yes, I 
could be mistaken for a South Afri­
can, but it’ll be same with whites too. 
They could be mistaken for Afrikaners. 
Colour definitely will play a role in 
what we can and can’t do.”

And when she finally gets back, 
Hudson says she wants to help clear 
up some of the ignorance surround­
ing South Africa. People are already 
booking her for functions, receptions 
and classes to address.

“You see, not just within South 
Africa, but in any country, whether 
it be here or the United States, Latin 
America or what have you, when 
people want to change, there’s a bat­
tle based on political rights or eco­
nomics. Now in South Africa it’s 
going to be based on human rights. 
This is democracy in the making.”

by Mark Farmer

On April 8 Dalhousie alumnus 
Karen Hudson is going to help moni­
tor what may turn out to be a tri­
umph of democracy or a simple 
bloodbath: the South African elec­
tion.

Hudson, 28, graduated from Dal 
with a degree in International De­
velopment Studies in 1988 and a 
Bachelor of Education in 1991. She 
currently lives in Cherry brook, and 
teaches full-time at Prince Arthur 
Junior High School while working 
part-time on her Master’s of Envi­
ronmental Studies. She’s also a vol­
unteer with OXFAM, who recruited 
her to monitor the elections. As part 
of a 30-member team from Canada, 
she’ll work as an observer, reporting 
voting irregularities to the South 
African monitors, and making sure 
voters have proper ID. But Hudson 
says she isn’t overwhelmed by the 
responsibility.

“Some days I feel a little bit nerv­
ous, and other days I feel like I’m 
floating on air. Some days when peo­
ple talk to me about it, that’s when I 
start to wonder if this is the right 
choice. Am I putting my life in 
jeopardy?”

External Af­
fairs and the Ca­
nadian Interna­
tional Develop­
ment Agency are 
footing the bill for 
the30Canadians 
going. Hudson 
and Randy Mapp, 
the only Mar- 
itimers chosen, will be based in 
KwaZulu, Natal Province, the prin­
cipal homeland for Zulus, the largest 
tribe in South Africa. It was mem­
bers of the predominantly Zulu 
Inkatha Freedom Party that clashed 
with Nelson Mandela’s African Na­
tional Congress (ANC) on March 
28 in Johannesburg, killing 34 peo­
ple and wounding over 200. It was 
the worst violence South Africa has 
seen in two years, but Hudson tries 
not to dwell on the violence that 
may or may not well up.

“People always say to me, ‘Karen do 
you think about the violence?,’ but 
what I’m thinking is ‘Wow, this is 
going to be such a powerful and won­
derful experience just to be chosen.’ 
It’ll be the experience of a lifetime.”

“I hope we won’t see any vio­
lence, but I guess it’s part of life in 
South Africa. It’s just like violence 
here or in the United States — it 
doesn’t happen all over the place — 
it happens in pockets. I just know 
that if all of us play our part as ob­
servers, then we shouldn’t have any 
problems in regards to our safety.”

In order to ensure that safety, the 
government is supplying the observ­
ers with T-shirts, badges, baseball 
caps and jackets to clearly identify 
them. They also get beepers to con­
nect them to the OXFAM head of­
fice in Durban and a car to get them 
out of trouble spots if things get too 
violent.

Hudson sounds confident and 
optimistic about the job, and that 
comes through when she explains 
what she expects of the South Afri­
cans she’ll encounter.

“1 try to believe that there’s hope, 
hope that even though those people
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“I try to believe 
that there’s 

hope. ”
“They’re all 

pleased and very 
supportive, and most of them say to 
me ‘we’re going to be praying that 
they take you there safely and bring 
you back safely.’ I’ve had a lot of 
prayers and a lot of good wished for a 
safe return and a wonderful experi­
ence from family, teachers and 
friends.” Hudson says the media may 
have a lot to do with the negative 
image South Africa has in people’s 
minds. She says she wants to watch 
the South African media, to see how 
they report the election and how 
they interpret it.

“You listen to the news, you watch 
the news, and everybody knows about 
the Zulus, everybody knows about 
the ANC, they know about other 
parties, but what about the women’s 
party? You don’t really hear about it. 
What is the other side we never hear 
about? People are going to want to 
hear what happened there. Is it all 
that people said it was? Is it every­
thing that gets exaggerated on TV 
based on the violence?”

As a black and also as a young 
woman Hudson brings her own per­
spective and concerns to the job. 
She knows that as a black, whites 
will look on her a certain way, and as 
a woman she’ll also be expected to 
act in a certain way, even more so than 
in Canada. Those facts don’t appear to 
change her attitude. She seems confi­
dent but realistic about the possibili­
ties the election opens up.

“Women have played an impor­
tant role in the development of South 
Africa, but even if you look at Canada 
or other countries, women have been 
silenced, and they haven’t been al­
lowed to speak out. Well here women 
will have to take their rights and 
decide that ‘OK, I relied on my spouse
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