The peopie of the Shlllpines are embarking on a new era but there is already dissention

about the new government. Four Filipino-Canadians — including one who was in the
Philipines during the elections —discussed their wews of the situation with the Gateway's

Audrey Djuwita.

lippines right now. Sure we are Canadian
citizens now, and there is little we can do
except to form organizations that keep our
ties with the Philippines, but just being con-
cerned is good enough.”

Rene believes that Corazon Aquino, the
Philippines’ new president, will certainly try
to clean up the corrupt government left by
the Marcos government.

“She has the determination to do it, it’s
within her, the honesty and sincerety. Even
Marcos’ loyalists admit that she’ll try to clean
up the government.”

But Adrian is less idealistic. “You can’t
expect things to change overnight just
because Aquino is the president now,” he
said.

And Nelson Barranda, a student who
came from the Philippines in 1975and who is
now taking special courses in rural economy,

_believes there will be even less change.

“I think it will take the next three or four
years to clean up the government. | doubt
that the new government will be free of cor-
ruption. What’s going to happen is that
Aquino will kick out some of Marcos’ men
and replace them with hers. So it’s going to
be a change in participants only. | am not
saying that there are no honest people there,
but basically the new government will be
dipping from the same containers for its offi-
cials,” Barranda said.

Again, Rene defended Aquino. “Aquino
is answering the cry of the people. The bot-
tom line is that the people are fed up with
the Marcos government and they want a
transfer of power and a change to a moder-
ate opposition. When Marcos was inaugu-
rated as the president in 1965, the Philippines
had a good solid economic foundation. It
was second to Japan in progress. Look where
he’s leaving us now. He left us with $30 bil-
lion in foreign debt, a shaky economy and 40
per cent of the labour force unemployed,”
said Rene.

the Fil hpmo factions
the very people she

Barranda disagreed. “Cory is lucky. She’s
starting her administration with lower gas
prices and interest rates. When Marcos was
in power, the gas prices were high and the
exports were down in the Philippines. | think
in his 20 years of presidency, Marcos had
delivered more for the Philippines than all
his predecessors combined or the 50 years
under U.S. rule.

“A country has the three sources of capi-
tal,” Barranda said. “One is export, the oth-
ers are foreign aid and borrowings. Of the
non-oil exporting countries, the Philippines
has fared the same if not better than other
countries in the same situation. The Philip-
pines’ main exports, coconut and sugar, have
been facing a severe decline in prices. For-
eign aid has also been on the decline. What
hit the Philippines really badly was the 1982-
83 recession. The higher oil prices and inter-
est rates caused the Marcos government to
devaluate the peso. The internal policies in
the Philippines have been made to take
advantage of the trade games and the capital
inflow.”

Barranda continued explaining the prob-
lems in the Philippines. “Look at the high
literacy in the Philippines. Marcos was able
to maintain it. It could have deteriorated, but
it didn’t. However, the gains could be
reduced by the increase in population. In
spite of efforts to cut down population
growth, the result is still far from satisfactory.
The Catholic Church only approves of natu-
ral birth control methods, and 93 per cent of
the population are Catholics. The use of
other birth control means are increasing, but
ataslow rate. It strains the financial resources
of the country as well as the health services
and employment opportunities, among
other things.

“Marcos had done a lot for the Philip-
pines,” said Barranda. “He initiated the Rural
Electrification Program to promote cottage
or village based industries. He also started

the National Highway Program. This high-
way links the northern tip of the Luzon Island
to the southern tip of the Mindanao Island.”

Then there is the Land Réform Program, a
big issue in the Phnlnppmes

“It’s a strong point used by the National
Democratic Front. The land reform is basi-
cally a division of lands for the peasants,” said
Mila Bongco, an international student from
the Philippines.

The National Democratic Front is the civil
wing of the communist party in the Phil-
ippines.

“The problem with this land reform pro-
gram is that it is a long term program. You
can'’t just grab lands and give them to the
people without some sort of rules or proce-
dures. For example, you have to work out

_how to pay the landowners or how to collect

payments and how much, and with that the
judicial system also has to be worked out,”
said Barranda.

“The massive capital inflow to the agricul-
tural sector and rural areas is also important
because it increases their potential to pro-
duce and earn higher earnings incomes. This
is especially important since the farmers
normally can not provide the collaterals for
the loans. Loans are sometimes based on
growing crops which may fail due to the
weather.

“The Marcos government also strength-
ened the Philippines’ import and export
capability, in spite of the severely declining
prices of the major export products. In addi-
tion, the Marcos government also started the
development of the geothermal energy
sources which made the Philippines the
world’s greatest user of geothermal power. It
means the country depends less on oil,” said
Barranda.

Barranda went on to cite the Government
Housing Program, the Tourism Program, the

Heart Foundation, the irrigation system as

well as the better and expanded hospital
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facilities in towns and provinces in the Phi-
lippines among many of the contributions
Marcos had made for the Philippines.

“You will notice how badly Marcos has
been condemned. | am not saying that the
accusations about him are not true or are
true, but | think people neglect to mention
the things he had done for the Philippines.
People do certain thlngs they believe are
right and many will continue to think that
way. You can ask the same question to Tru-
deau, and he’ll say that he did his best,”
Barranda said.

“The difficulties in the Philippines are due
partly to external and partly to internal for-

_ces. and Marcos was trying to reduce the

adverse result of these forces,” he concl-
uded.

What about all the allegations about Mar-
cos’ corruption?

Barranda thinks that the media has com-
pletely swallowed the allegations about
Marcos’ corruption.

“They haven’t proved it. It does not of
course mean that he did not do it either. The
paper said that Marcos tried to sell some art
work to try to raise $2.5 million. If you have $3
billion, will you try to raise money $2.5 mil-
lion?” asked Barranda.

“They couldn’t find evidence about Mar-
cos’ alleged corruption probably because
the evidence is hard to find, or the evidence
does not exist. It’s also possible that the evi-
dence was disposed of, but if so, how would
he be able to claim ownership for his estates
or his bank accounts?” said Barranda.

But Rene said he “wouldn’t be surprised if
the money from the foreign aid went into his

- Swiss bank account or his real estate invest-

ment.” Marcos’ property includes a 50 acre
estate in Long Island, New York worth $1
million. He was also accused of investing
more than $200 million on four Manhattan
buildings and the Long Island estate.
-“Marcos is good for his own economy
only, not to the Philippines,” Rene claimed.

“Instead of turning the aid into good pro-
ductive assets, the money had gone for ill-
conceived and frivolous projects. Imelda, his
wife, is an expert at that. It was rumoured
that when one of Imelda’s projects, a $10
million Film Cente, partly collapsed during
its construction, some of the 35 workers
killed were actually buried alive because to
rescue them would be ‘too much work’ and
delay the project’s completion. Order from
the top was that the project had to meet its
deadline, no matter what,” Rene said.

Imelda Marcos is known in the Philippines
as the Iron Butterfly.

“Imelda’s extravagance is really a sore
point in all the poverty around her,” said
Bongco, who came to Canada almost one
and a half year ago.

“She’s an upstart. All this wealth and
power probably went to her head. She
shouldn’t have meddled in the politics. She’s
a bit loony,” said Bongco.

Barranda said he also detests Imelda Mar-
cos. “Imelda certainly has a lot of influence
over Marcos. He was sort of thrown into a
corner. He had to make other people happy
in order to stay in power. He is not solely to
be blamed.”

But for all of his criticisms of Marcos, Rene
believes him to be “a truly brilliant man, a
master of debates,” but “a guy caught in an_
obsession for power.” Rene said that Mar-
cos’ pride is his downfall.

“He was accustomed to success. He stayed
for the inauguration just to show people that
he wasn’t defeated.”

According to Barranda, Marcos is one of
the most brilliant men the Philippines has.
ever had. He was captain of the debate team
at school and at 22 he defended himself
against a murder charge in which he was
accused of killing the opponent of his father
who was a congressman.

His subsequent appeals to higher courts
failed. When he eventually appealed to the
Supreme Court, his family’s wealth had been
dissipated.

He was found guilty although he main-
tained his innocence. He later appealed to
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