
CANADIAN COURIER

.r Dominions, Canada, 'Australia, New Zealand and South Africa;,
1 if she realised that a war with Great Britain would mean a, loss
tbese commercial advantages, she would be more inclined to besi--
e before declaring war. The point maynot bear much investiga-
a, but it is certainly of some importance., Canon Henson, in bis
lress to the Cana-dian Club of Winnipeg last week, pointed ont that

trading classes of the civilised world are neyer likely to throw
ir influence with the scale of conflict. It follows, therefore, from,
s statement,, that a considerable number of commercial treaties be-
cen Europe and the British Dominions would be obstacles in the
y of an European country declaring war on. Great Britain. Com-
rce createsjealousies,- but it also createsý mutial interests, and the
~er would seem to be -greater. than the former. As the colonial
rkets develop, tbey wiIl be, a contribution to British defence of
isiderable moment.

MERICAN coal companues are making headway in their sales
along the St. Lawrence and thîe presentstrike at the Dominion

al Company's mines must necessarily enlarge that .trade. IbTis is
ituation which Nova Scotia cannot'view witb any partictilar prîde.
.e-seventh. of the annual value of Nova Scotia's products comes
m ber coal mines, and the St. Lawrence trade in'coal is most
uable. In 1908, Nova Scotia sold i,758,99o tons of coal on the'
Lawrence. A prolongation of the strike, occurr ,ing as it does, in
beight, of the sbipping season, migbt mean' a'cutting'of this trade

two.

r is only recently that American bitumninous coal began to flnd a
market in the St. Lawrence. In~ 19o6, the sbipments by water

-ounted to onlY 39,800 tons. In 1907 this grew to 105,723, and

shipments, large quantities oi Aimerican
grand total of wa.ter and rail importations

)5,ooo tons in 1908.
tggression in the St. Lawrence district bas

D. D. McKenzie, M.P. for North Cape
n the House of Commons last Marcb that

the miners of Nova Scotia had flot bad continuous employment la st
winter because of it. According to bis summary of the situation, the
trade was then in an unsatisfactory condition. This present ruinous
strike must have a further injurious effect and must, if prolonged, seri-
ously affect Nova Scotia's prosperity.

0' F course, there is a measure of reciprocity in coal between the
"United States and Canada. The duty on coal going into the

United States was reduced from $1.25 in 1867, to 75 cents in 1882
and to 67 cents in 1897. .Neverthele *ss, because of our own careless-
ness or because of keen competition, the sales of Nova Scotia coal
to the United States have fallen from nearly a million tons in i903
to less than haîf a million in 1908.,

With the United States taking twelve per cent. and Quebec
taking thirty-four per cent. of the' product of the Nova Scotia mines,
it is quite evident that the St. Lawrence trade is of supreme import-
ance to Nova Scotia. In the light of these facts, it is not difflcult to
see why the Dominion Coal Company and the Nova Scotia authorities
should be extremely worried over the present situation. A United
States union cornes in and causes a disastrous strike in. a region which
needs peace to enable it to successfully compete with its United States
competitors. It is not necessary to charge that the U. M. W. A. is
deliberately trying to ruin Nova .Scotia coal trade in order to benefit
the United States coal operators. If the effect is as stated, the in-
tention does not signify.

M R. WILLIAM MACKENZIE,' president of the Canadia.n
Northern Railway, announces that he bas completed financial

arrangements for thp new line from Niagara to Ottawa via Toronto.
When the Canadian Pacific built its Montreal-Toronto line the people
of Ontario thought it would either be unprofitable or would injure the
Grand Trunk, They were wrong, and now they are willing to admit,
that a third line across Ontario will find a paying traffic.

The route fromn Toronto to Niagara will be over the Electrical
Development rigbt-of-way, and the remainder of the route to Ottawa
was surveyed some time ago. Ontario will now be able to say "How
do!1" to the West, whicb bas been getting most of the railway building.
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