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4
VE you made up your 'mid

wbether Great Britain is likely R EL F L E<
wiped off the map by Germany

12? Have you a mind to make B Y T H E
Or perhaps you are sick and

of the whole subject and you have reached the position where,

te so confused by the conflicting opinions and officiai statements

You don't care. Eh, what?
Some time ago, we gave our readers the opinion of the United

s naval experts, which is that Germany's naval strength is about

hird of that of Great Britain. Other people, justified in speaking

ritatively, have pooh-poohed the whole Genman scare on the

grounds. But the Unionists in Great Britain for their own

Dses have kept the bogey-man well stuff ed- with straw and have

ayed him constantly. The Conservatives of Canada have appar-

feit it their bounden duty to follow their namesakes in Great

"in and to fanatically urge that Canada should give Dreadnoughts

cly. Because of this, the subjeet is stili lalive. Mr. Borden re-ý

1 it last week. Therefore, the bogey-man must be punched again

:he writer proposes to do his share once more.

I

E N to the task. Most of the trouble bas arisen from a speech

made by Mr. McKenna, the First Sea Lord, in the British

e iast spring. The honourable gentleman was somewhat astray

't timne and bas since recanted tbrougb Dr. Macnamara, parlia-

iry secretary to the navy. in a speech at Hastings, on Jan. 13 th,

Dr Macnamara stated tbat in April, i912, Britain wili bave 2o

dnoughts to GermanYs 13. At the samne date Britain wil1 bave
.e-Dreadnought battleships to Germany's 2o; also Britain's 4o

have a larger proportioniate tonnage and gun-power than Ger-
'5 20. Ditto in cruisers witb 35 to 8. Ditto in Dreadnought

witb 12 to, 6.
A report of this speech may be fo.und in the London dailies

e 14tb, ani any doubter is invited to read it for himself. Why

ýane Canadian, witb such a report in front of hlm, can go on de-

ig that Britain is In immediate danger is more than an ordinary

lalist caný explain.

can easily'understandwhy the Opposition in Great Britain

bas tried'to create'a feeling of unrest in tbat country just before

neral election. But wby Canadian Conservatives should try to

:e the same kind of unrest witb no general election in sigbt is

to co)mprebend. The situation is absolutely senseless. Tbeir

ude betokens either -a sad ioss of reason and judgment or else a

c-inided resort toa dangerous >political expedient.

The resolutîon proposed by Mr. Bdi7den last week in the House

ks of the "imipendin'g necessities of the Empire" and tbe need to

lire its peace and security." 1t. f urther'says tbat tbe Govern-

t's proposais '4will -give no immediate or effective adto the.

)ire." Ail tbese phrases were açlparently intended to indicate tbat

Emrpire is in serious and immediate danger. There are bundreds

h1ousands of loyal Conservatives tbrougb the country wbo wîll

that impression and be considerably stirred up. It would be

er strong to say tbat these bonest citizens were being unneces-

ýy disturbed, and yet it does seemi impossible to give any otber

anation. No doubt Mr. Borden ai-i those of bis party responsîbie

the resolution bave their reasons for trying to çreate this impres-

>but we question their soulidness. So far as Mr. Borden is pet-

~iIy concernied, we belleve tbat be is too weil informed and bas

ntucb "borse sense" to justify tbe resolution on any other ground

1 political necessity.

ET us not be misunderstood. The Conservatives bave a perfect

ri ght to attack the Government's naval policy. Tbey are a reai

OQf the governing power only wben active. It is their privi-

lege to say it is inadequate, indefinite

T IO N S and unjustifiable. They should, how-
ever, take other ground than the one

SD I T 0 R which has been shown to be untenable,
viz., that Britain is in immediate or

somewhat remote danger from Germany. If they believe that the

Governmnent intends to proceed toco slowly in the creation of a Can-

adian navy and to build ships unsuited for Imperial defence they are

quite justified in making criticisms of the strongest kind. There is

roomn for honest dîfference of opinion on these points., But to in-

timate that unless we give two Dreadnoughts right away, John Bull

wiil beini danger of being wiped out by Germany is used as an argu-

ment which is untenable and which will do unnecessary injury to the

bodypohitic.
Had the Opposition taken the ground that some of the eleven

vessels which the Government proposes to build should be built in

Great Britain andl some in Canada, thus ensuring quicker delivery, it

would have been a reasonable suggestion. The weakness in the

Governmnent's plan is that we shall not have a fleet for five years at

least. Assuming that a fleet is required, and both parties seem agreed

on that, five years is rather long, to wait for it . This point is flot

tôuchçd' upon in their somewhat involved and self-contradictory

resolution, though it was pointediy discussed by Mr. Borden in mov-

ing.that resolution. However, deflniteness and unity cannot be ex-

pected from a p arty which is so sadly divided on a question as-the

Conservatives are on the proper policy for Canada to pursue in na-val

inatters.

s PITE of ail differences of opinioný on the naval policy, every citizen

"must be pleased with the progress which Canada is making-to-

wards strengthening ber position as a member of'the Empire and as

a member of the greater family of nations. The Canadian navy may

neyer be used for tbe purpose of war, and the iess flghting it sees the

better for' us ail, but it wiil be an additionai proof that tbe "Men of

the Northern Zone" are increasing in number, wealth and national

self-consciousness. Factories, railways, and universîties are the sym-

bols of progress which the visitor to this country wiil flnd most strik-

ing. The Canadian flag on ocean freigbters, ocean passenger vessels

and warsbips is the symbol whicb wiii impress the people abroad.
A Canadian-built navy shouid be but tbe fore-runner of a greater

Canadian-built merchant marine. Providing that Canada does flot

carry ýProtection by Customis Duties to tbe extreme that it has been

carried in the United States, and providing that our foreign commerce

develops in the future as it has in the past, Canada wili be known as a

great shipping country. Because of mismanagement and ^because of

heýr wonderful internai market, the United States has not acbieved

promînence as a maritime nation. Her failure sbould be both a warn-

ing and a stimulus to Canada; a warning not to allow the carrying of

her goods to be performed by an alien race sailing under an alien flag,

and a stimulus to do ber utmost to, develop ber foreign trade side, by

side with ber domestic trade. A nation witbout a foreign trade and

an adequate merchanit «narine is but baif a nation; she may be fikened

unto a man with one witbered arm. Already Canada bas, compar-

ativeiy gpeaking, a greater ocean-going tonnage than the United

States. Our three great transcontinental systems are stretcbing out

and combining sea-carriage witb iand-carriage. To maintain tbis

valuable superiority, 'Canada needs a sbip-bufilding policy. Sbe needs

graving docks where ber vessels may be given their yearly out-fitting

and overhauling and to wbich injured vesseis may go for repairs, or'

may be remodelled and rebuilt. She needs also shipyards wbere new

vessels may be construéted.
In ail our study of economic conditions and in ail our making

of fâws for bhusbandry, mecbanics, mariufacturing and general com-

merce, let us not forget to make suich laws and inaugurate such poli-

cies as will give to Canada a ship-building industry. One bas but
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