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SFriedmann an4d the DoctorsTHERE is a lot of argument over whether Dr.
Friedmann ought to have sought to make
mnoney out of bis "cure." Trhe medical pro-
fession is a scornful and protesting unit

against it, while a numiber of practical souls hold
that lie had às miucli right to get dividends out of
it as would have the doctors if lie had given it to
them f ree. That is, they contend that, if he did
flot make money out of it, the doctors would-and
surely lie had the better claim. Others, again, take
the simpler ground tliat if a mani invented a button
which would neyer need sewing on, lie would lie
deemed an awful fool if lie did not patent it, and
get a company ta exploit it, and inake ail tlie
"filtliy lucre" out of it possible. Wliy, tlien, expect
anything different froin a man wlio discovers or
invents a "cure"~ for a wide-spread disease? Wliy
shouldn't lie make money out of lis discovery, too?
He probably spent more timie looking for it; and
it would be of mucli more value to tliose wlio pur-
chased it.

T HE flrst thing ta be noticed is that Dr. Fried-
A.marn himself did flot take this latter view.

He was so mudli under the influence of the "pro-
fessional honour" point of view tliat lie put a clause
in his aLyreement of sale bv which lis <'cure"~ was

syringe? Would a grocer try to cuire a customer's
appetite for some rare and profitable sort of
cheese ?-no mnatter how it played lob witli his
digestion? Does a cigar-seller discourage smok-
ing? Wliy sliould a doctor reduce lis revenue by
elimiinating haîf bis possible patients?

T HF-RE is only one answer to this-professional
etiquette or liour. The pliysician devotes

bis life ta tlie healing art, and incidentally makes
bis living at it. But lie lieals lots of people wlio
neyer pay him; and lie-if lie is a true plysician
and worthy Lai lis bigli calling-is as careful over the
case of the poor woman wlo can spare him but
the smallest fee, as over that of the ridli man's
wife, for whose cure lie could charge any sum.
And many a doctor does make tlie ridli man pay-
not only for.his own wife's cure-but for a good
sliare af the poor waman's treatment; and I fancy
that mast of us' are pleased when lie is able to do
so. He becames a sort of painless cbarity officer,
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enabling the wealthy to help the unfortunate with-
out knowi 'ng it. But this is a very uncommercial
proceeding. Imagine a clothier charging a rich man
two prices for his suit--4his half is flot so very
difficuit.to imagine after all-m order that he might
let a poor man have a suit at. cost or less 1

0N the day that we sneer or jibe or doubt our
~doctors out of their "professional etiquette,"

we will have done the human race a cruel ill-service
and plunged ourselves into a most perilous position.
For the doctor is in this delicate and curious atti-
tude--he loses money by good'service and makes
money by bad service. This rule is flot seriously
affected by the fact that a succession of cures may
win for a physician a paying reputation. If he
is a mere merchant, he, can earn his reputation; and
then coin it into gold by delaying the -cure in
profitable cases. Mareover, a doctors' combine
could regulate miatters of this sort very easily.
Imagine a problem. of this kind submitted to any
purely commercial combination you like to, name!
The Chinese-you probahly know-distrust their
physicians. They think that the doctors are like
other men, and would keep you an their pay-roll
as long as possible. So they are driven to the awk-
ward expedient of salarying their doctors by the
year, and stopping their pay wlien tliey-the salary-
payers-are sick. This is the on ly logîcal systemn
for paying a commercial medical profession.
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bis last
aved aMUCH as been said about the modern de-

cline of the pulpit, along with the stage.
The Presbyterian pre-Assembly Congress,
leld in Toronto Iast week, is a proof that

sa far as tlie middle-aged and older men of that
brandi af pulpiteering are coricerned, there is no
decline. Neyer in the bistory of churdli congresses
in this country has there been sudh an array of
powerful speakers and of men from various parts
of a great country in vital touch witl great public
and religions questions.

Probably the Parliament of :Canada, our proies-
sional talking organization, contains fewer effec-
tive public speakers than those wlo took part in
this zreat Congress. The array oi platformi talent
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