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was fainly det in at
his work, ho was
an adept at hector-
mng; and it was his
pleasure to hector
on this occasion.

î ~"Yes," he de-
clared loftily to

M'rindy Aura as ho hitched up; C&I',ie
sold the hil! place for three thousan'
dollara--tbree thousan'-do yetk
that- in ? T ' Y g t -th e e pil e j

my athtiir there, an''a j' to
ketch the eight o'clock trai fà, the
tuty an' Put it ira bank., No, yoq,1 can'l
go along. It's esat a matter ef busi-

ems., ayay1Ireckou I1,sraew howi
bis:mroney'àcome-by goà&, hard'
icks-ara'I' ve been a good part of my

lie makin' it, 80 it stan's te reasoii
I'd kIiow how te' take keer--of it.

"I've worked protty hard for it, my-
self," said Mrs. Barrows, meýkly,
She was- a littie woman with iren-gray
liair, and lier voice was sofî and plaini-
tive.

Ehi laughed, throwing back his head.
"Well, I caîl that good !" lie said

jeeningly. "What does any weman
kr'ow? Always ina the bouse, havin'
an easy time, while men's eut ira the
weather, tolin' for ail they're worîli.T b'ieve you'd complaira if yeu was mn
Paradise, M'indy Anra. Yen den't
know when you're well off-a good
home, an' ittie to do, an' a chance
te go to churcli every other Sunday,
besides the political speaki's t"

M'lindy Ann did net reply. She
lurned resignedly, wcnt into tbe
bouse, and devoted lierself to the "lit-
tic to do" which Eh bhad mentioned.
The broem n'as geing swiftly and
steadily wbcn ber lord came ira and
teck up the lcatlier satchel fromn the
table.

"Ill be home in the mernin' on that
early train," hie said cendescendingiy,
f r lie was always ready te fergive
M'hindy Ann fer lier shortcomings,
and teck credit te himself theretor,
as being "easy te get ahong with."
"Yen can wait breakfast-lI be pret-
ty hungry, I reckon."

"Buy a roun'-trip ticket, Eli," sug-
gested M'indy Ann mihdly. But there
could net have been any ulterier mo-
tive in bier suggestion, for she added
under bis frewning glance: "Tbey're
cheaper in the long run, ye lcnow."

"You tahk like you travelhed for a
livin' muttered Eli as lie went eut te
the buggy; and the broomn swept
.teadihy en, tbreugli one reom and
int anether.

One could live witli M'lindy Ann in
comparative comfert. She neyer talk-
ed back.

"I wislit ye had seme new clothes,
Enliise~lO.caled after hirn as lie sat
the reins in them resting on the knees
cf bis baggy old treusers. ."If my cieblies suits m, there ain'î
î-otody else gel anything te de witli'cm," lie proclaimed testihy. "If any-
bod wants te hatgli at my clothes,et q'em laugli. Tbey'd augli on te
other side e' their meublis if they
knewed I had tbree theusan' dollars
in that littde ol' grip!"

And Eli drove away, wcll satisficd
wîthbxm self. Rcaching îown,hli stabied
his'herse near the station and beuglit
a round-trip ticket. Fie nas going
to do that anyhow, cf course.
M'lindy's suggestion liad netbing te
do with il. Womnen werc always giv-
ing advicc wbere il wasn't realiy need-
ed.

Eli's trip te tbc city was net duli
or menetenous in the least. It
cbanced that the car was somewhat
crewded, and a gentleman asked per-
mnission te share bis seat. Fie was a
wel-dressed gentleman with kid
gloves, yet be did not hesitate tespeak pleasantix- to a hemeiy eid
fariner like Eh Barrows, cemmenting
on the perfoct Nvinter weaher, and

asing after the last uummer's crops
wth te reatest interest. It turned

sa out' that he waa à member of the
Lt Missouri Logialaturo, on a Jittie tour
à for health anad ploasure, and Eli cheer.1- fully Save him a great deal of irfor-
a matiora concerraing the country ina
,r which ho lived.

"You lcrow, 1 always foc! at home
-amorg the farmrs," aaid the gentl.-

o man from, Missouri. 'Of courue a
e large rumber of my constituents art
ifarmers, and whenever I can get away
eI go down among tbem for au eut-

ri ing. Such good country fare as they
cgive mol Such fried chicken-sucl
ebutter and mik-there's nothinu at
tthe Waldorf-Astoria can compare
-with it 1"
V"I wish't ye'd eaU In on me as

f ou're goin' back," n-id Eli, warmed
ïto the heart. "We've got a pretty

i prosperous piace.-.'m jet' takin' three
thousan' up to the elty now, te put
ài iabank"

The member of the Missouri Leg.
isiature' looked aiarmed.,

"Hushl Don't tell that to every
one," he whispered. "Have you
friends ina the city? Do you know
where you are gong te put up?"

"I don't know yet," said Eli, visibly
swelling; "but 1 reckon lil strike one
of the big hotels for dinner-somethin'
along about forty or fifty cents-Il
don't mind expenses, this trip. AWa
there can't ne confidence man git the
better o' me. 1 read the papers, 1
do-an' the first one that cornes up
an' calls me bis long-lost uncît' is go.

tno1 get pasted over the head with
this liere umbreiler t"

"But sonletitnes there are several cf
them, working together," said the
gentleman frorn Missouri with deep

1concern. "Let's sec-a frlend of mine
1gave me the address of a place lie ai.

ways goers to-if I haven't lost it-ah,
liere it is! Fie says it is a very plain
place, but the meals arc fine. Suppose

%eboth go there; and l'Il keep you
ir ight after dinner tli you get your

fliofey banked. Really, Mr. Barrows,
rfter the interesting conversation we
have had this morning, 1 shall not feed
safe until you get that money into the
bank. "

And they reached the city, and Ehi
Barrows, smiling and gnip-laden, went
off in a cab with the member of the
Missouri Legisiature, and was lest ina
the crowd.

M'Lindy Ann had heard the distant
rumbie of the earh-morning train as
it cressed the valiey at the back cf
the field and sped away te the 11111e
town, two miles furthcr on. Break-
fast was ready, and she was keeping
it warm on the back of the stove.

The entire lieuse was speckless and
,n its bcst Sunday clotbes; and,
strange to relate, se was M'iindy Ann.
Mer worn black drcss was bruslied to

the hast deý,ree, and showcd its
threadbarcness forlornly. Fier sabt.
by old bonnet mms waiting her pleas-
ure on the bedroom mantel; lier rusty
black cape hung over a chair, roady
for use at a meînent's notice.

She was at the deor, watching the
bend cf the road. Her face was col-
orhess, even tothe lips. Unconscious%
ly her fingers piuckcd and'twisted the
ends cf the ribbon bon' at ber throat
into littie black spirals. M'lindy Ani
was plainhy mucli disturbed.

When a littie- cloud of dust came
crawling areund the bend cf the road,
M'lindy Ann bestirred herseif and set
the breakfast on the table. Every.
thing was rcady wben Ifli steppcd iii
at the door, and M'lindy Anra looked
up, prctcndîng inet te notiee that ho
was trembling from head te foot, and
that be heaned against the deer for
support. What she realhy did notice
was the other fact that his clothes
were mnuddy, that bis coat was toila,
ind that his bat had been crushe4
almost beyond recognitiQ,
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