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uif to do the houcti of the oc-

on Jasper rose h. discovered that
eharmiflg widow mte a good liai
taller than himse f, and he f elt
uinbent on him to stra.ighten the

ehabituai' stoop of hie ehoulders.
lity had entered unobtrusively,

e ug a ' good evening"
her endo- ance. By the aide

ias bri liant plumaged bird she look-
ea littie brown sparrow. Mean-

a$il Mrs. Wood took possession Of
iTtewadd and proceeded to enter-
t~ihim in spirited style. The family
rèwawayr as if by mutual agreement.

4Ib widow was evidently desirous of

1w*ling an, impression on the well-to-do
buehelor. And as WValter ssid "She
had the goods." Divinely tal and f air
witli a melodious contralto voice, a

*vohiPtuous~ form and an imposiflg ad-
drens, -who could withis'and lier? She
ià' attired in white and wore a 1ong
ébâini of erals a'nd a corsage bouquetSof-June roses,.lier hair was of tha.t
pirticuJarlv golden hue se often aung
Ïbout, aud so sldom seen. The dainty
feet whieli, as a matter course; oughl
to have accoompanied the rest of the
vision, were concealed benesth the
folde of lier drees, wlich was so long
as to boast of a considerable train,
But they were only a small part of thf
altogether chsrmiug wliole.

Jasper found himself :maling un.
favorable comparisous bet.weexi Mrs.
Woods figure aud that of 0àlamity
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There waa a scramble. Mrs. Wood,
quit. forgetting lier dignity and ita-
tion and bringing up at the hea4 of
the boys, untîl pushed back by Alec
with a rnuttered tlireat. Notwithstaud-
ing the'number of rehearsals she hsd
had in managing her train, it insisted
on thrueting itse} fofrward aud tang-
ling up lier feet. Worse luck, too.
SometMing appertaining to her person
liad given way in that mad rush, aud
'what or where it was slie dared not
guess.

"Oh dear!" slie sighed. "inm sueli s
tomboy.")

"Net at ail, Mmh-. Wood," said Jas-
per, "ouly high-spirited."

Whereupon, to cover the widow's em-
barrassment, lie lauuclied out into his
favorite story. And then Mrs. Wood

Lbegged him to tell another. By the
.time lie lad retailed tliree of hie
>"yarus," hie wa glowing wiIth good-
ghumor sud sef -appreciation. Then the
Lwidaw herseif recouuted a few eoflier
Lmeirriest tales, ail pungent with the
glatest slanig. Mr. Titewadd was be-

r coming more enslaved with every paso-
ting moment. When refresh.meuts came
ein lie was most attentive. So aiso
ewere the boys.

g For assiduity ini waiting upon the
iladies Alec merited honorable mention,

el retu *ngn less titan five times witli
he saine cake and "pressing" sd

t- wiclies upon lier at intervals of every
î.tliree minutes. Walter, after several

.1 trips around witli the eoffee, found bis

At the Lake of the Woods.

Ail Inen like a "«flgger," aud the widow ief-psein desertiug hlm, go he

was- the happy owner of large-not to contented hiMsl with leaning in lover-

say pondeous - 'proportions. Se the like proximitY near Mrs. W'eod's chair.

tete-a-tete proceeded iu deligltful in- rom th.is Vantage point lie was guilty

uer Scap ofcoveraton like the of makiug a udible remarks concerniflg

following floated out to the others: 1stye" sd "lingiug it over the rudbes"

"O, yes, 1 just adore the couutry! and "wliere did she buy that hwir," etc.,

Hleavenly !-Rouud liere iVÉt'e e weet etc., etc
for anything. O, es of course 1 like "Oh,%Mr. Titewadd!" gushed the eb-

the city-'..but if I could ouly spend tlie ject of tliat g entlema'9amrto

rest of my life ou a farm i Do Yeu? "You cannot imagine how 1 have en-

Well I1 should think You would be se j9yed the eveniug. Yeu are sucli a

accustomei. to the country by this time, perfect listener. I don't kuow wheu I

YOeu wojld't care to leave. Sing '? Oh, have met s man whose tastes snd

1 couldn't. I have a terrible cold. Play? opinions were. se like my own. We

Whyu certa'iuly. Do Yeu care for dance must be friends!"

inusice ?l 
"Very hiappy, I'm sure," returned the

Alec and Walter were conferring iu s flattered Jasper.

distant corner, 'but both started when "Shako@," she proceeded, holding out a

Mrs. Wood rose sud minced across te jeuwelled hand.

the piano. She sae herself very Jasper sliook it limply, meanwhile

cautiously sud patted a stray curlin-u casting an uneasy glance in Oalamity's

to place with a hand upon whîch msuy direction.1
ringýj glttered. "'I-er-I-it's-been a very enjoyable

"VInm sadly out of practice," she sim- eveniug te me, too," he said.

pered. 1 "1 eu'vy Yeu, Mr. Titewadd."

"Oh, just put your best foot fore- "Envy me?"

mosýt," 2Nr. Patton called out. "'Why, yes. Your life in the coun-

'Ilit her up -%ith a rag-time, old try, yeu know. Oh, to pass the e-

chîI W' cried Walter, for which un- mainder of one's days surrounded by

guai ded remark lie was puuished by a green fields aud waving grain, to -be

kick under the table from Alec. near a, running brook, whose tinkling

Y\rs. 'Wood played brilliantly. She murmur-er-ingled with the songs of

had "an almost masculine toucli," '.M1r. birds-

Tito'wadd thought. When she had exe- "Oh, say. cut it out kid!"

nit(ý ten or eleven "pieces" Calamity, The latter clause was addressed iu a

WhoA had been absent for a fev threatening whisper te Walter, who had

flnnients, called in fro'm the kitchen administered a heavy punch to the

CloAAr: speakem's arin.

"I want a boy out here te help carry "Why do't you settle somewhere

in the tes." near lire then?" asked Jasper, takingo
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