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The Girl in the Red Sweater
By H. C. Hatidon
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us sat the Girl lu the Redi Sweater; that
isn't ber rinme, but il will do. I bad
beau int 1towu quite id few times turing
the two years that I badl beeu working
for the old Cirele Bar, but tliiis was the
firat tima that I bat seen hier.

She was a sweet littie girl sud I just
wish I caulti descrilia ber ta you, but 1
ca't. My- bauds ara mare at borne witb
a brauding iran thau with a peu-sud
auyway it wauts a prafessional bat air
artiet for the job, sud not a poor cow-
puncher like myseîf. ,Shc was ofily s
littie girl-about five feet tbrce I should
gues, but so neat andi slim that you
feit like loviug lher at once. Sbc had
great big blue eyes that looked right into
yours, anti ber hait was ail brokan up
into little wavy curls that used ta bang
round ber cars anti drap dawu over ber
foreheat-but you know haw il is!

Thot's ail that bappeneti. The Kid
iay have âpoken to ber, but I didn't se

him do il, ansud to't think that haeii.
Right haro I ought bo stop anti tel

you about thc Kidi. Ha was about the
heaithies kidi that I bave ever met. In
his stackiuged feet hc wouid stand six
feet tbrea, ant ieh was built iu propor-
tion. No tim ovcrgrown feliow tbat's
run to beight insteat of filliig out, but
twa hu.ndred pountis of gooti Cunadian
manhooti

You couldn't bclp liking him, ha was
so whoiesame aud heaithy, anti hi.. gooti
humour was s0 infactiaus that you just
hati ta laugh whan lhe laughed-whicb
w'as pratty oftan.

Tha ouly thing about him was that
hae was young-not more than twenty.
three, I shouiti think. Anti of course àt
that age a man is liabla ta bie senti-
mental. That's just how it was with the
Kid. After the show was over le took
bis round of drinks witb tha test of us,
but baside a brief "Here's bow" or "Gooti
luck" not another word couiti we get
out of him.
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Kidt in itacli was suspiclous, for the
'Kdwas--well, the Kid.
Preseutly Sllm asked him smre point

about the show, end l'Il est my, esytse
if the Kidi coulti tell him. Bo then the
boys got josbing hlm, and juil lu fun I
said, to him: "It seeme4 to me. Sou,
that you paiti more attention.to that
littie girl in the red swerter than you
diti to the show."

If you have ever sccu a big six footer
biush to the Nery roots of bie hait you'll
undarstand how comical the Kidi looketi.
It was no use hie dauyiug it, for hie
blush gave him uway, and once tbey hati
him on a string the rest of the boys
gave the poar Kid no rest.

.For the nert two or three day. we
wcrealal pretty wall fed up with red
sweaters, aud if thc Kidi lad been auy-
one eise but the big gooti nstured baby
that lie was there woulti have beau soute
sora heatis round the Circle Bar.

Probably the whole thiug would have
died down from lack of nourlalimant but
that Poker Davis bai oue of his brillant
ides. The. joke looked so good that
everybody boosteti for. it, andi the resuit
was that the buuch fixati up a latter for
the poor Kid. As fat as I eau remember
il waut somthiug like.this:

"Dear Mr. Evans" (that'a the Ki
whcu be's gaI bis Suntiay suit ou) .."I
saw you at the show the othar nigbt,
sud you looketi acroslu my direction o
oftcu that I bopeti you would corne anti
speak to me.

"I1 wilIliac outside the Post Office on
Monday eveuiug at baif past seven, sud
if you cara to meet me thare I will lie
very pleaseti to sec you. I shahlieb
wearing the sama reti sweater that I
wore at the show, so you will have no
trouble in recognising me, sud I do so
hope you will bie there."
. Ant i atar ber name (oh 1 wc founti
out who sbe wasalal-rigbtl) was oua
solitary litIle cross. Whicb stands for
-well, you kuow!

Wali, ta curry the joke tbrough pro.
perly I gat the foraman's wife focap v
out thi.. letter, and Baltiy Harris mailed

It. Re was golng8. l to fou Iba44q
or ho would probably have Io#" q~Il
the Dame asuho dld the, E~qjover at Clearwater-but.tht. Iui't

TLe Kgttislt. 0o1,
moring, anotatehe ad dt.
juat Iooked kinti of funay for .
or two, as if ho dIda'i qtilt.. udà"à
and thon put -it away la the Pq<*i
bis shirt, and never sald a wOÏM »' t
anvyone about it.

iofer the joke seemedto beiu' »
because noue of us could Ma.sthrto
the Kid, or show any ourlosl h&
should wonder haw mucli we kuow abOut
the letter, aud so grow suapiolQioiu.

So we had to control Our euTletyi
bet we might, for the.jKid CSiIMI*

howed no inclination to take us. ia
bis confidence, nor did uçme very awlrn
questioning by Slim add anyÇhbig ta Ou
stock of knowledge.

But Monda? ceame at li»t, seas df
always will if you walt long en ne f«.h
them, though It was not lu*t the
eleventh hour that we knew titat su'
joke was uccesiful, aud that asenti-
mental hait wus going to give thie Kida
barren ride of twenty mile&.

1 led been rld.lng after strays *1l day,
and.iIt was nearly supper tinu when 1 St
back to the ranch. L s1 got near Mbi.
buuk house Iled came. out wlth hie
haud over hi& moitb, Md his face *11
broken up with lauglter.

Whou homw me hÏ mrth nesaed
anti i a hoarme stage whlsper hoRIe d:
"He s shaving!"

."Who?" 1 asheti, not thinklng for the
moment.

'#Whythe Kid" lie said "and lie'. al
drcsZdup like a pîcture!"

Then I iaughed too, becmmu the joke
seemed so gooti. Aftar ail It doss secm
comical to make a man ride twenty
miles just for a fool letter-and the Kid
was so sentimental that we could have
doubleti the distance wlth safet AnMd
so, in the early evening the L.idrode
away on bis black horse tÔ keep hie date
witb the lady that had written to him.
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Thomas Edison, or Billy Suuday, or
one of thosa hiterairy guys says in onc of.
thair poems that Truth is strauger than
Fiction. Wbichever oua of them that
saiti so, ha was most certainly right;
nor wouid hae have beau wrong if hee bad
atideti that Lova is stronger than aither
of them. Hlaving got sa fat I may as
well go on anti tell you tha test-awut Iis
is both a lave story andi also a true
one.

The whole thing starteti as a joke, anti
as such it remainedti t the test of the
boys in the buch-but thce idilet me
in on the grount floot, anti you eau take
it from me that this is the insitie story
of the Girl in the Reti Sweater.
I wa's working fgr the Circle Bar at

the time it happeneti, which isn't 80 very
long ugo. The ranch bouse, as you
probabiy know is only about tan miles
from town-anti if you know the ranch
bouse you won't neeti me to tell you the
namne of the town. In any case there
are dozens jusî like il scttareti through
thc Western provinces.

Weil, five or six of us had beau in to
town oua evening to a travelling show
given by some pla'y actors. I forget noW
how many of us went in, but I know the
Kidi and myseif anti Baidy Barris anti
Slim Linton wara there. I tliink Poker
Davis anti Red Oliver went along toa,
but in any casa iltioesn't mattar. The
only tesson 1 mentionati h wus bacause
Baidy-but this isn't Bieltiy's story. The
show wavs pretty punk, but you can't
expect snything aise, anti affer three
nionths cf bucking bronchas anti kicking
steers you're glati enough ta baveaa
change for oua aveuing, aven if it is
oniy imitation Shakespeare.

Thay hld the show lu a big hail thiet
,,as useti for dances wheu town was
feeling gooti, anti instesti cf ragular
theutre sats like you've been usati to,
11- 'v just hati rough banches strung eut
flir lis ta sit on. About three rowsLfromi


