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hMoun'ted Pollue to I>el ba Lake
By H. Christie Thompson.

The mounted police have, by the
tretid of circurnstaflOee in the farthest
,extzerity of their Alaskan border,
bëo.me an objeet of. considerable
biteet.

Eternal vigilance la the price of the
mtroml which these silent patrols Up to

the eternal ýsnows have gained over
the natives, and neither th service
wtàeh individuals will be êafled upon

~.~rform nor itsextent dain be fore-
s4iarom hour t o hour. The bureau.
c uorm&tion moves its atoms, and

«Thers not to makie replï~; theirs but
iido and (if need be) die.'
1 recail an instance in the late '90's

that will serve, perhaps, as- a timely
exampie of ths.Im ws rossing the barrack square at
Battieford, late in the fali, when an or-
der was put ýinto my hand wbich read
afollows: "Inspectbr M- and Ser-

geant -_with horses, regimental
numbers 1242 and 1673 will leave to-
morrow morning at 9 a.m. for Peican

carefully oiled that and saw that oil,
wrench, sare boits, straps, etc., were
stowed away ln the jockey box, that the
tires and wheels were tiglit aud every-
thing lun good running order.

Then the bugler sounded "Stables,"
after which L harnessed niy horses and
went to the mess-room for breakfast.
After thut meal, my off-man appeared
on the scene, -and together we hfitched
up the team, and careflly overhauled
teharness. Thon re tarted around
the barrucks to colleet our load, -flrst
visiting the quarter-master's store,
where we loadedf the large bell tent with
its complement of poles and pins, and
obtaine cooking kit, pots, pans and
kettiee, axes, s<ades, etc., together with
the rations an oats. T 'he former con-
siÈted of soft bread and-hard..tack, pork,
potuatoes, butter tea, ugur, salt,-matches
and candles. 'ihe bread 'and potatoes
were packed in gunny-eacks, the remuin-
ing rations lu the mess box with our
tableware.
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Lake, on special duty. They will be
accompanied by Constable T- with
horses, re girnental numbers 148i and
1640, and i ight patrol wagon number 2.
Guide and interpreter S-- will go as
teamster's off-man. Thcy will take ten
days' ratioîîs for four men, and ten day's
forage for four horses.

The object of our trip was to dis-
cover the truthfulness of certain re-
ports concerning the restlessness of the
Indians at I'elican Lake, under a chief
called Yel1ow Sky Thcy were saîd to
he in an ext remeîy rest.less and dissatis-
fied state of mind.

The niornirig was a busy one for me.
Rising froininiy cot at the first strain
of reveille 1 was soon dressed, and at
once begîxij ni iking up my roll of bed-
ding. 1 h id î)een long enough in the
counitr\ ho ialize the necessity of sli-
ing wa rrnI, three pairs of heavy
blanketsa 1rai)t skin robe and an o11
sheet, W- tIl a big, fat, soft feather pillow,
a pair i(i'ek moccasins, towel. soap
and ttIin, were placed in the
blankit,- hih were rolled tightuy in
the <iii i,. ad securely strapped.

* nu lt was for my wagon.I

We next drove to the sergean-majors
where we obtaiued horse-blankets, nose
bags, picket ropes, hobbies and other
articles needed for prairie travelling,
not forgetting fur robes and coats for
ourselves. Then to the veterinary
store for the horse medicines that we
neyer travcl without- and ptting0o.
bedding on the top oi ail, our load was
complete Securcly lashing it on with
a pickcet-rope, we drove on to the square
at five minutes to fine to uwait the cue-
tomary inspection before starting. We
were here joined b y Mr. M- and the
sergeant (mounted of course), and lu
a few moments the commanding officer
examined the outfit cri.ically, looked
the horses over and feit a doubtful
fetlock, and finally gave the command:
"Transport-nighit take ground-march!"
ani we were off. Each of us, as a
matter of course, carried his revolver
and ammunition; in addition to which
1 had my Winchester, while the inspec-
for and sergeant each had a shotgun.

A few minutes' drive brought us te,
the town of Battieford, and we pulled
up for a moment at the Hudson s Bay
Co.'s store to purchase a littie medicine
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