
ation in which the Governor in Chief found the
Province of Lower Canada upon his arrival, and
of the views and objects which he entertained
respecting it, we shall proceed to point out the
conduet which he pursued, when, from the as-
pect of affairs, it became evident that hostilities
with America could not be long delayed. No
sooner had Sir George Prevost assumed the.
chief command of the Canadas, than he became
sensible of the necessity of placing those pro-
vinces in the most efficient state of defence; and
he therefore applied himself with the utmost vi-
gour, and vigilance to call forth ail their re-
sources. It is difficult to believe that the un-
wearied exertions of Sir George Prevost, with a
view to this important object, should have been
altogether unknown to the writer in the Quar-
terly Review. But supposing him to have been
ignorant of them, yet without access to the pri-
vate and confidential correspondence which took
place between Sir George Prevost and his Ma-
jesty's Government, or to the communications
which passed between. him and the officers un-
der his command, it was impossible that the Re-
viewer could form a correct opinion upon the
subject. And yet he has not hesitated boldly to
assert, that " in the winters of 1811 and 1812,
although the designs upon the Canadas were
openly avowed in the American Congress, ex-
cept the embodying of the militia of the Lower


