
Trhe Canadiaxi Corier

T ALKING of the deiects of hîglier education on thiscontinent, what do you think of I'rofessor Stepheni

Leacock's few reuiarks, barn in the scholastie ealm
of bis l>rofessorial studx', on the practical question of the

relation of Canada tao the Empire ? Professor Leacoek

annauinces himself as the Assistant Jrofessor of Political
Science of McGill University. Political Science is then
his specialty. Lt is IPolitical Science that lie teaches the

Young Canadians who are eutrusted ta his care. Lt is

nat elocution-or word architecture-or gymnastics-or
even rhetoric. Lt is the very sulijeet with which bis

pamphlet treats. And yet when you read bis pamphlet,
dû] von not imagine that lie must surely know more

about Grcek or Chemiîstry or Apalogetics or alînost anv
other suliject than that with whieh hie shows sucli an aI)-

paffing Lack of acquaintance in his red-cavered brochure?

Hie writus like a freshmiau essayist ; and lie reasons like
a crce hre rator at the corner store. HIe refers

ta bis fellow Canadians as "six million Colonials sprawl-
iug aur <ver-stikled infancy across a continent"' ; and

describes our l>arlianwntary debatîug as l"the cacklc ai

tlic little turkey-cocks ut Ottawa."

But you are probably famuliar with the pyrotechnie
extravagances of tliis <isctission of a question of poliic-al

science h)y the Assistant Professor of the sanie in anc ai

Canada's great T-uiversities. M'bat lie seems ta propose

-if auv outlines- aun bie discerned thrauirh bis taugle oi

sky rackets and pini whlels-is, that Canada shall at once
join the United Kiugdam in fulIl Imnperial partnership,
getting six mnillions' worth of representation lu tIc .Im-

perial Parliaimeut and payiug the share ai six millions
toward limperialI defeuce. A more absurd antd imipracti-

cal propasal could niot eas-ily bie penned. If ai Freshmani.

had put it into a class essaiy, lic wouild or shioffli-have
heen marked zero for the e-flo)rt. There is hardly a sane

man in a respouisible position anywhere lu thc Empire

who would even suiigst sudi a thiug. Mr, Balfour-the
leader of the huî>euriailist part-, lu Britain-said just the
other day that it was unfair ta look ta the Colonies for
naval;i co)ntribuitions aýt this time ; and the great mau-

jority ai the Britishi Ilouse of Commans agreed with

hlm.

Now don't you think we are getting exeeedingly

close ta anc ai the weaknesses oi higlier education in this
country? When saute ai aur Universi-ýtv Chairs are filled

with "Fotirth-of-Juilv" (Jca-pedr ai tis de-

scription, liow eati you xpr senlsible u u felIlows
ta take thecir teaehing scriousl,;v ? List sumer-l think
it was-a callege professor was eamtingi, home fromn a

littie trip ta Englaud. On the shlp wasi, a card-trick
artist who adlded miystery ta bis iiuiemnts hy pre-
tending that the "spirits" helped himi. Ile would let a
man in the smnoking-roomi draw a taird fram the pack,
and then tell him lie would fmu<l it ;-gaiu uinder lus state-
room pillow-and aIl suri cheap) puzls ell, when
that Praiessor got home, lie was mwell nigli a caufirnted
spinîtualist, producing as evidence these marvellaus mnan-
ifestatinns of spiritualistie pawer sbawn by the "me-
dium" on board ship. How eau higlier educatin-na
matter how well subsidised or bonused by iîllianaýires-
carry sucli handicaps as these?

No man should be perailtted to represent qchoarsbip

and culture ta our young men and women wiio is not

himsell a MAN as well as a scholar and an exatn!:1c of

culture. Hle should know the world as well as !'us Ii-

brary. We are a commercial and mechanical people,

are we ? Then it behooves those who would lead us

into the higlier paths ta, be men whom we can -.-tspcct

on aur own level. The Churel often understands ibis

principle of missionarv appeal and uses it. Lt will send

a husky voung athiete to shepherd the juvenile "sports"

of a factory district; and it will appoint a wan and
willowv aesthete to look aiter the young ladies of the
Browning Society parish. We send our yauug fellows to

College from hornes where worldly wisdom and cammer-
cial sagacity are af a very high order ; and then wc

ask them to take as gospel the teachings of men whom-

their fathers would flot trust with a junior clerkship. Lt
is flot good judgment. It is no wnder ont young Sel-
lows under-value culture when it is presented to them by
a set of "mufis."1

Just how mueh, of this we owc to our custom of im-

porting as many af aur professors as we can, it would

be hard to say. These impartcd men seldom understand
our conditions ont here ; and when they do get some
inkling of themn, it is only to despise us for permitting

them ta exist. They probably were not doing too well
at home, eisc thcy wouild neyer have consented to endure
exile at a Colonial University. But Colonial gold is as
good as any ; and they condescend to corne. They con-
fer on us the' advantagc of their presence. They will

show us-for a consideration-how to be like them; and
-as the popular sang puts it-"if we cannat be like themi

then we must bic as like them as we are able to bie."
They themselves are-in ail probability-the understudies
of real men in the Universities of Great Britain, and we
are invited ta understudy the understudy. Lt seems to
me that we would do better ta send aur own men to
Britain and to Europe a.fter this sacred fire of culture
that they may hring it homne to, us. Our own men
would kuow what we lack-they must lie MEN to bie
chosen by us for sueli a quest-they would command aur
respect on their return. Lt is Old World Culture we
desire ta imnport-not Old World Caddishness.

I do not want ta lie taken as condemning ail proies-
sors, either imaported or home-grown. A fcw ai themn
have my respect and admiration. Still these are not
sufficientlv numeraus ta make me hold back my general-
isatîones.

The Tug of Peace.
'eyYbO4y (to overybody else>. , Alter yo-, sir."-ptuiOcb.


