o0 CANADIAN ELECTRICARL NEWS

May, 1892

THE BOWMANVILLE ELECTRIC LIGHT COMPANY,

DURING the fall and winter of 18867 the plant nos owned
by the Bowmanwille Eleanc Light Company, commenced
operations.  Lhe water power and site formedly accupied by
MeDougall~ flonr ynllis one pule potth of the town was pan
chased and a central station ereded andet the supersision of
Mr Stephen Waoght and Me M. sanford. One thag -five high
cightampere Ball dynamo was mstalled and lights were placed m
anumber of stores and four lyghts un the sticas on approbation.

In the following spong the present company argatuzed with My,
tolin Mt ellan as presdent, and Mo W, {0 Joues as sccetary
teasures, which positons they still hold, .\ three yeas con
tract was then made wath the town for ifteen stieet Lanps, since
mareased w nmeteen, and wonew twenty-hive Fght Ball machine
was purchased.  In 188y dus machine was exchanged for
oy hghter, <o that the vapaciy of the staon at present s
seventy -five arc hghts,

Lhe pond covers anaiea of avvut taenty acies and gnes
head ol water of tventy ivo feete The nucdioes aie doven by
thiee  Leflel wheels, o twenty aidh wheds of twenty -five
e g cach conneated w one shaft dinaig one madie, and one
twenty-six anch wheel of forty-tive b po dosang die athery so tha
cither sachme may be stupped, stacied o van st any desued
speed ndependently of the
other,

Ihe station s connceted
vath  the vilue by
telepliones anwnad by the
company.  Fhey are plaed
on a metallie arant to pre
vent mduction, which on «a
grounded cicut of  that
length would be veen bad
owing to the dose provm:
ity of the hght mams,

Owing to the nose at the
stattion mnide by the ma-
chmes the 1elephone had 10
be placed m a room separ-
ate from the dynamo om,
su that the present supenn-
tendent amvented a small
pece of apparatus which
tauses an incandescent
Laup to be highted when-
ever the bell rmgs and
temams hghted until the
telephone has been answer
ed, when s set ready for
the next ring,

About sixty are laps are
now m use and twenty-five
Bernstein incandescents. A
weosd 15 hept of the ume cach iadhing s staied cach nighy,
and the arcot on which s an.

Thete e tno cicans cantacing abuu tnddve sales of wine,
The othics has the

tlown

une of which bs ona stuie Lunps waldy,
strcetimps, hotdds, atehes, aud all Lanps which Lo tobe sun
vt Sundays ad Lobdayss a0 that one mwadhine dues 4l the
wath when the stute Lanps aic i iequired. The mutto of the
station s, Cleanlaiess s teat to Godliness,  Mi FL Gl Prpu,
who was for thiee yeus wath the Bdl Telephune Co., has been
m charge fur the past two years,

ELECTRIC LIGHTING FROM A FINANCIAL STANDPOINT.
By Erastus \Wimas,

As a matter of course the profitableness of any undertahing
depends upon the price obtamed.  1nmy judgment electe hight
projectors are themselves 1o blame for uss of profit through false
representations as to the cconumy of opetation, I the wruth had
been told, wnd contracts refused exeept upon o paying basts, the
clectrical busmess throughou, the country would now be upon a
much better footinyg.

I he promoters of electncal enteiprises, and the sellers of elec-
tneal appataws and apphanees are rapidly klllmg “the goose

*Abstracts from paper u:ad lwro'c;’x—e :\Tauoul Electric l.x ht Association, Buf.
falo, N, Y., Pcbm,r? 24,1892, &t !

‘\"m\\‘ AT THE RESKRVOIR, HAMILTON, ONT.
A an lllumm'm(, it

neLessan o get do“ n tu the fumes of coaly and in order to shuw
the superiority of one over the other, to yield for a time ia the

that lays the golden ey, Ly falsely representing the grew cvo.
nomy of operation, and conscquently the gieat profits of .yl
umlertakimgs, thus falsely cducating the public into the Lol
that anything like a reasonable price is extortionate.

The policy of the friends of the electrical industry should e
directed mpust the opposite course to that which you propuse
putsming, nanicly, toshow that electrical undestakings, apow the
basis of the present prices are nof profitable, and if they ¢\poq
perfect service they must pay better prices, prices tha have .
varled becanse the companies themselves have not heretafore
appreciated and anderstood the cost of operation, and dic iy
loss due to acdidents and rapid depreciation.

These two eatremes of success and fulute tell the whole “uny
of electric lighting i the past seven years.  The companies thy
have succeeded have doue so under fnonable circumstai.es,
with . freedom from ruinous competition, exacting good pues,
and above all other requisities, with good mauagement,  [fthere
1> any department in human activity whete brains and taa are
reyuired to o degree yieater than any other, it is in the adiu,.
tration of an clectric lighting plant.  This is evident, not unl,
because there was a great lack of esperience and knowled, ¢ of
A business th.:( waa it the production of an article that was .o o
LLun ~cns(. mysterious and unknown, but because there has
been an amount of imis.
apprehension as toits oy
on the one hand and iy
value on the other, hardl
ever esperienced e,
ing any article of ner
chandise,

Some attempt has al
ready been made to ag
count for a misunder
standing as 1o the cost of
clectric lighting, but s
proper to allude to the
folly which has prevailed
in selling it for less thay
cost. The insane_com.
petition with cach otherin
localities where one com-
pany was needed and
more than one was ruinous
is well-nigh passed,
there remains the compe
tition with gas companies
and the effort made w
constantly lower e
standard of clectrici'y
that of gas. Itis true thay
in the early history of the
effort to nse clectricity as
was

matter of profit. But su rapid has been the growth in the use of
eleancity, so immicasurably superior is the current ta fume,
health, i brthancy, in beaut; and attractiveness, that the time
seems near when electudity can Jdaim the rightful place, and Je
inand the price just so much higlicr «s it is an Numinant just sv
much better. 1t tauk siaty years to introduce gas and make o a
relble senant of man. It carly history shows losses quite
proportion to those in elect.icity, while its later progress shuns
that long ago it reached its limit of illumination, its possibility of
muderate profiy, its constaney of danger, and its maximuin of
unhealthfulness. It has remained for clectricity to show in even
new edifice, in every modern place of public 1esort, in almost
every commerdcial centre, in banks and hotels, as wellas in thou
sands of miles of street lighting, how immeasurably superio 15
the electnic globe of light to the meagre and inefficient gas burr.a
With this achieved, and a general verdict in the public mind a
to the superiotity of one over the other, is it not time to breal
away from a similarity of price, as we have broken away from a
similarity of production® An advance in price commensurate
with the superiority in the article produced, would add largel, *
the earmng power of electrnic lighting companies, and it is tme
it wits contemplated and acted upon,



