THERE CAN BE NO TRUE MORAL-
ITY WITHOUT FAITH.

ARCHBISIIOP IRELAND  ON THE  LOOSS
IDEAS HEGARDING ESSENTIALS PREVA-
LENT 1IN THIS AGE,

A strong and eloguent reiteration of
the divinity of Christ and the uncon-
quur:\hln power of the Church w‘hu‘h
continues His work on earth, especially
aimed at the modern spirit which would
minimize both, was the notable dis-
course’ delivered by Archbishop Ireland
at the recent laying of the corner-stone
of the Minneapolis pro-cathedral. The
Archbishop of St. Paul, says the Cath-
olie Universe, is not only a young sept-
uagarian who blithely undertakes the
econstraction of two mammoth cathedrals
at once, but he is an orator whose vigor-
ous and luminous thought and elear and
flowing periods the years seem only to
strengthen and deepen, ¢

Like most sections of a country which
was explored by missionaries, the
preaching of Christianity is closely
associated with the earliest history of
the tereitory in Archbishop Ireland’s
jurisdiction. The first white man to
tread the soil of Minnesota was Father
Louis Heunepin, a Franciscan, and his
announcement to the Indians of the
wilderness of the reign of Christ has
been re-echoed ever since in the up-
building of Christ's Church,

“Sinee the days of Hennepin much
has been done to uproot from the earth
the worship of Christ,” said Archbishop
Ireland, “to convinee man that God did
not incarnate Himself in the Saviour of
Galilee, that He who for long centuries
had been adored as the Son of God was
only the son of man-—man and nothing
else.  Has Christ recoded before the
foes of His divinity 2 Most assuredly
not. Gol, as Creator, haw indelibly im-
pressed Himself upon nature, so that
nothing can obliterate His footsteps,
nate God, Christ, has in-
ssed Himsell upon the
pages o n history, so that so long
as history speaks Christ is revealed.

% Tact persists, durable and re-
sistihle as earth itself, that nineteen
hundreed yvears ago Jesus Christ lived,
wronght ~and taught. He lived
purest, the highest, the wost pe
that earth ever knew, ever bhelieved
possible-—rising in all the virtues of
moral gooduess to such altitudes above
other children of men, that plainly a
stream of moral grace, not. sprang  from
earth, coursed through His soul. He
tanght ¢« the wisest never taught,
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revealing the things of God and of
the human soul, the things of the eternal
and the immortal, which sanctify man
aad uplift him to the throne v”t ll'“.
('reator, so that, plainly, the light of
Heaven shone through His mind ; His
wisdom was not of this world. He
wronght miracles—crowning His u‘th.-r
miraclgs with one which He put forth
as the eculminating  evidence  of
the truth of His divine mission,
His own resurrection  from the
dead —miracles so plainly supernatural
that the divine element in them is un-
deniable —miracles  authenticated by
history, according to its most sev
canons, written down by &yewitnesses
and contemporavies, given ont to the
whole world, Jew and gentile, as the
compelling argument for belief, for
obedience even unto death, an argu-
ment which won to His allegiance rich
and poor; lettered and unlettered,
prince and peasant, until the world,
Jewish, Grecian and Roman, united in
forming a new world of thought and
moral action, Christendom.

“The solemn fact persists that, duor-
ing nineteer hundred years, ever since
His voice was first heard in Galilee,
Christ has lived and reigned in the
world of men, and there, today, as ves-
terday, lives and reigns.  He has lived
and .r--*:‘m--i by the heavenly graces
poured throu ‘h the power of A”"\
name, upon the moral and religious
world, lifting humanity, so far as hu-
manity' accepted MHim, to heights to
which heretofore it had never soared, to
which, of his own self, it never conld

hope to soar.  Look out upon the world
of men, it has been, as it is, and
will you not declare that wher-
ever the m o of heaven has  shed
brightest 1i , Christ was there, that
where darkne prevailed, Christ was
absent, tl t as in proportion to the
degr | h Christ was present and
was aceepted b sonls the divine effulg-
ence was the more radiant, humanity
was the more God-like. The highest
civilization h even been the Christian
all the higher as it was the more |

Christian, I'he social  organism  that
rose the neavest to the ideal in purity of
morals, in justice and in eharity, was
that in which the religion of Christ pene
trated deoy nto the souls of its mem-
bhers ; and t} more Christian these
wore  the v nearly  perfect  was
the whole nism Question  vowr
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reigns, No, the advance of the world
of man, progress in discovery and sci-
ence, marvelous victories over matter
and nature, have made no change as tg
Chist and His kingdom ; rather, as ré-
searches have been intensified and a
keener insight into history has been
obtained, do the solemn facts regarding
His life and preaching and the super-
natural influences working therein stand
out in elearer light and more broaden-
ing perspective,

* The soul of man elamors imperiously
for God ; without Him its eravings are
never stilled, its hopes and aspirations
never attain their goal. By its deepest
forces the soul is impelled onward and
upward ; nothing within it and nothing
around it givessatisfaction. The plenti-
tude of truth and goodness is its need ;
the rest of assured bliss, in an immortal
life, its coveted goal. And all this
comes only from the eternal and the
infinite, In the presence of the human
soul, hungering and thirsting, the world
of matter, in its most alluring forms, is
a dismal failure. Its 'richest treasures
placed on our tables, the eravings of
the spirit still goes on; the most joyous
feasting is unable to dispel the de-
spairing shadows of the swiftly approach-
ing figure of darkening death, Amazing
in the vietory of man over nature ;
amazing the accumulation of treasure
and of enjoyment he has been able to
wrest from its bosom; but amid it all
the soul is not satisfied and never will
be satistied until the Almgnty God 1s
within its embrace.

COBWEB THEORIES OF MORALITY,

“We need God; we need Him not
only as He reigns in the highest heavens
Creator and Sovereign, the beginning
and the end of all ereated beings ; we
need Him  coming down to mind and
heart in truth and in grace, whisper-
ing to us a fuller message of truth than
mere reasons re-echoes, and inundating
our hearts with sweeter and

stronger love and grace than nature's

richest overflowing possibly  dis-

pense ; we need the God inearnated in
Christ, teaching and working in Pales-
tine nineteen hundred years ago, teach-
ing and working amid living humanity
throughout all history ; down to our
own very selves. O the folly of men,
who in humanity's name bid Christ to
recede from the embrace of humanity
under pretence that whatever His place
in the history of the past, He is no
longer needed when the world of man
has

ome upon the scene, in its newest
evolutions, potent and self-reliant, all-
suflicient to itself in all its spheres of
life and aetivity Christ removed, what
is there to build up the moral life, with-
out which man is no long the man,
but only the beast ; no longer guided
by reason, but by the lowest and basest
appetite.  Will wealth and material
comforts subdue passion and induce the
practice of self-denying virtue ? We
are putting wealth and material com-
forts to the test and what is happening ?

The peril to good morals increases he-
cause the means of gratifying our pas-
sions is readily at hand. Will theories
of independent morality—morality for
its own sake —win the practical adhes-
ion of their votaries ?  In the moment
of temptation these theories break into
shreds as cobwebs agitated by the pas-
ing breeze. Is help to come from any
or all the system of so-called phil-
osophy, bronght to-day into play, as sub-
stitute for the religion of the living God
and His Christ 2 All such systems, ex-
plaining human life as the emanation of
matter or the produet of the unknown
not only offer no barrier to unruly in-
stinet and passion but positively set up
instinet and passic 18 the moral law of
human nature.  The world of man, with-
out. God and Christ, is around us: its
fruitage speaks too plainly, It affvights
us hy the
The ruin of personal morals, the dis 1=
tion of the family, the snapping of the
very foundations of the social edifice,
are the order of the day. And if such
is the case, while as yet soei ty is tradi-
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tionally Christian and men perforee are
born into  Christian  principles and
practice, what shall bhe our cor i
when materialism and belief has run in-

to logical results, and having swept
away the unconscious faith in the super-
natural, which still survives in spite of
advaneing impiety, will hold exe
sway over human eonduet, The te

feature of materialism and of unbelief is
that they lead, as over a straight road,
into sensual gratifications, as the con-
sequences of prineiples. If man is of
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* Build, then, temples to God and t
Christ, and thither lead the multitudes
in worship and in prayer that they come

| near to heaven and take into thei s
ts grace and inspirations. It is the
solemn teaching of history, less than

eason and experience that

gion, there is no str

le morals ; and without m
1 rganism, however migl
material achievements will prosper and
endure.,

“Build temples to God and to Christ,
and within their sacred precincts bhe
preached the gospel of Chbist, as Christ
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preached it, as the apostles repeated it,
without care whether it be ‘to the Jews
a stumbling bloek’ or *unto the Gentiles
foolis'ne-s,” not one tittle taken from it,
nor a dogma or a precept shorn of its
severe meaning, or minimized of its im-
port to caress the inattentive ear, or
lessen the sting to the weakened heart.
The gospel of Christ is potent to bring
salvation to humanity, because it is
divine, Were it for an instant suppos-
ed to be of human origin, in whole or in
part, its eflicacy vanishes ; it is on
a level with the philosophies of a So-
crates, or a Marcus Aurelius, which
however beauteous in theory, or seem-
ingly fitted to lead to well-doing, were
vain of effect—never able of sub-
duing rising passion, never of eonquer-
ing assent even to the shedding of blood
for the sake of truth and virtue. The
gospel is divine, the word of God ; no
one has the right to alter or impair the
message under whatever pretense, in
whatever cireumstance of person or of
condition. Not seldom to-day a Chris-
tianity of Jesus Christ : times, it is
said, have changed, we are living in a
new age, and even religion, it is said,
must ‘put itself into new forms, lest it
seem to be out of date, or fail to at-
tract the crowd. A Christianity that
is not Christ's is a delusion and a lie ;
it cannot save the world; rather, it
deepens  guilt or sin, by casting over
pride and passion the mantle of the
Savior, and giving in this w to pride
3 +
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tion. Preach Christ, full and entire;
or at least, honor Him by not invoking
His Name. Preach the mysteries of the
Incarnation and of the Redemption ;
preach the divine hatred of sin, and the
penalties sure to be meted out by divine
Justice to wrong doing : preach the com-
mandments, as Christ preached them, no
matter that the sinner rage, no matter
who 'the sinner be, high or low, J|
or poor. This is the Christianity that
will uproot viee and plant in the soul
the righteousness of God, in which alone
there is salvation for individual and for

soclety,

* OPEN THE NUNNERIES."”

This eaption is the shibboleth of one
G, R. Macfaul, M. A., of Ottawa, Ont,
This valiant nunnery opener writes to
the Orange Sentinel of Toronto, begin-
ning with the remarkable query, *Is
Maria Monk a myth ?"” That's getting
back to first prineiples, sure enoungh.
The learned historian maintains that
Maria was not in the list of mythical
ons with which we quite agree, If
v had lived in this day and >
are people who would slangily call
her * a peach.,” She was the champion
lady liar of her time ; a demoralized
damsel whose * awful disclosures " were
so thoroughly riddled by faet that not a
shred of them was left when the examin-
ation was coneluded,

At the time of the Monk performance
the Canada True Briton, which, from
the name, we would take to be an
Orange organ, said :

* The general tone of the publication
in question is intolerant to the last de-
gree. Do its publishers imagine that
they are the eleet of God, chosen to
purge the world of sin and iniguity ?
Let them recollect that as Protestants
and if they be sincere in their protes-
sion, they have no justification to offer
for intolerance, since the law of Christ
is not a sealed book to them. * Judge
not that ye be not judged™ is written
therein in characters not to be mis-
taken.”

About the same time the New York
Times thus commented on the Monk
woman's etfort :

“We are late in noticing this detest-
able publication, this tissue of abomin-
able lies, this vile appliance to the

lowest tastes, the most gross ignorance,
and the most blind superstition of the
day.,"”

And here is what the Philadelphia
Times said in its issue of July 28, 1849

' The notorious Marvia Monk ves-
terday convicted of theft in New York
and sent to the Tombs for trial, She

has long led a degraded life, 1 this
t oue of the many charges hrought
her. Since the publication of

book of *“Disclosures " she has
plunged into every excess of female in-
iquity.’

Our troubled Ottawa friend will note
that all of this testimony comes from
Protestant sources., We sincerel hope

he will find it satisfactory and usahle
in his campaign ogainst nunneries,
Prof. Maefaul may also tack he
fact that Maria Monk died in New
York prison, Sept. 8, 1849,
Most outspoken and eloquent grows

the brave Ottawan as he proceeds.
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But Messrs, Macfaul and Sehutz are
wasting their ammunition. e
| going off half-cocked, as it were, If
they will come to Buffalo we will take
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it upon ourselves to show them, from
garret to “ dark hole, " every convent in
this big city. We will even agree to do
the same in Ottawa or Toronto, and we
think can safely include the Hotel Dieu
in Montreal, the scene of the *awful
disclosures " of Maria, We can assure
them they will not be disturbed in their
investigations. They wil! find behind
the restraining bars and unscalable walls
of the horrid nunneries women whose
sweet faces and gracious manner prove
them to be Gon's chosen ones, pure in
every thought, word and deed—untaint-
ed by the dross of the world, with no
thoughts save those which bring them
nearer, ever nearer, to the ecruecified
Christ whose brides they are.—Buffalo
Union and Times.

THE SCHOOL, THE CHURCH'S
COUNTERPART.

With the regular services of the
Church, go the exercises of the school,
for both go hand in hand. As the cath-
edral is the mother of the college, the
seminary and the university, so each
parish chureh is the mother of the
Christian school, It is begotten as a
natural consequence, for religion would,
indeed, be incomplete unless it entered
into and formed a part of the daily in-
struction of the child, And 80, once
the Churchlhad her colleges andfsemin-
aries established, she turned her atten-
tion to even the voungest of her flock
and established the parish schools.
These are her nurseries where youth
will be lovingly watched over, by spot-
less souls consecrated to the work, and
where the seeds of knowledge sown by
them will be watered with the dews of
virtue, and grow strong and enduring
inthe sunshine of God's grace,

We see the schools flourishing orf
every side and the Catholic youth
flocking to them—and hence the lift-
ing up of the great Cathol
cause of the spr

cation among the masses. It is hear-
ing wonderful fruits ; the graduates
of our Catholic schools are making
their mark in life. They are rapidly

advanced from one post to another till |

they fill the highest in the gift of

wlmiring employers, and one need be |

no prophet to foretell that aftera de-
cade or two of years have passed, our
Catholic men and women, taught and

trained in our Catholie schools, will |

take the first places in every career of
honor and usefulness,—*“Seedlings.”

COMPLIMENTARY.
Saint John, N, B., Sept. 7, 1008,

To the Editor of Tue CatHOLIC RECORD
London, Out,

Sir,—As a constant reader of your val-
ued journal I eannot longer refrain
from extending to vou my best wishes
for your abhle eff i ing your
paper a medium whereby to disseminate
Catholic truth and doctrine in a manner
worthy of a !great Catholie newspaper.
I believe such a paper as yours is one
of the best means whereby a Catholie
may be strengthened and instructed in
his faith and made to see the beauty of
his religion in all its fulness. Keep up
the good work—yours is a noble one,
and I trust many more will be able to
see the necessity of reading such a good
Catholie paper which ought to be found
in every Catholie home for T would not
be without it under any eirecumstance.

With best wishes I remain truly,

D.

To Our Readers.

By reference to our advertising
columns, it will be seen that the firm
name of the well-known Catholie Church
Goods House of W, E. Blake, 123 Church
St., Toronto, Canada, has been changed

by the admission of Mr. W. J, Blake to | t

membership in the firm. The firm
name now will be W, E. Blake and Son.
Mr. W. J. Blake who is well-known to
the clergy of the Dominion has already
had a very wide experience in the busi-
ness, his knowledge having been gained
by a thorough training. All the read-

ers of this journal, we are sure, will |

agree in wishing the new firm years of
prosperity.
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