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CANDIDATES FOR THE umxsmv.

The question of candiflates for the Christianministry
i ngitating the minds of winy of the unst: thoughtfol
as to he eanse for the deeling in the amber of stud-
eits for this high ofive  The presidents of Theolpgiesl
Seminarios and Homoe Missionary mcnhnee are care-
fully con<idering the problem wod. ita best solution.
Somoe of the reasons which sre given are in our. judg-
ment not what theg sheuld . hel though they way le
correet ' 1t is afliemed that there is u lack of  freedom
in the pulpit of to dav.-~that the ministeris trammeled
i his thinkiog.  Ho must teavel dn s yut.’ As it has
Becn, so 1t must be,  He has no. chaneo . to  grow.  He
must defend cortain tesiels of the correctness of which
hie has some doubtor be regarded with suspision by his
hrethren  He is nob s frepmén, and he feels himself
h:\l‘“‘)('rl‘tl at almost every turn, But is this true? s
the ministry hound.s it unduly limited? Will méen else-
\VnLI'L have greater feoedom  of  thoughe? Paul the
Apostis to the Gentiles was & thoughtfal preacher. The
whole realm of teuth was hefore him.. He did not fiad
hi mself ‘eribbed cabined, and copfined’ as to his think-
He does Yok complain that he fougd himsell  io-
Bur etod, thoagh ho was restricted as isevery Christian
wminister, by the truth itself. When certain teschors
rejected the teaching of the resurrection, Paul affirmed
lh.\‘t there was no plave for them in the ranks of ap-
pro\ul writers.,” These persons  were not prevented
from teaching thoir views, but they could not use their

ing

«positions as pastors 1o subvert the ‘undamentals of the -

faity’ “Was there any hapdship in this, any fétters to
thought or to its fullest expression? Every thinking
man, wifl have many theorfes, and queries and dotbts
and half-formed bellefs,  This must needs be.  Of somwe
of thesc he may bhave hopes that they are true and
yot ho eanuob affiem them us  certainties. But surety
nosane wind would poar cut into the ears of his con-
greg«tion those questions which are agitating his own
wind, concerning the rath, of which he is not at all
egrtuin.

A8 a writer in a recont issue of tho Bapiist (nmmou-
wealth says, ‘The eritical question that may be pmﬂt,-
able in the study has no plucs in the public ministry.
Aud yet some pastors fecl that their liborty is abridged
ba ran se they are not free {o open their innermost
thinking to bheir people.  Bub there arecertain reason-

able Huits boyond which we \nay not go ns a Christian

minister. The grent Apostie planted ove stake—the
denial of the résurrection Leb a wivister deny that
“and bow long shuald he romain in » Baptist pulpit? In
law nulw-.\LrlnA) got out ol sight of Blackst

dxmfor f,he Cl&thn mhrlstry. wgmpcet'ﬁqz ﬁ'
materialism of the age, the commercislism of the

churches, and the low conception which meny parents

have of the ministry, has much more to do ‘with this o

question, than is mamlly pn»om 1t requires
‘mote than ordioary grace for a Young man to face the
problem of bow to live comfortably on $600's yesr,

when. It costs him at lessbfrom $1200 to $1400t0 8t
himself for his work. The fact s that the dickering

on the part of elirches to get a pastor for the small-
st possible wage is most reprehoulbh lrom every polm.
of view.

et YOI

; A GOOD PRAYER TO AVOID.

‘How often we have heard in a prayer meéeting a petition
like this: 2O Lord. pardon our sins, fhiosé of omission 'as
well as ¢ i ' The distincti mmbeahvor-
it ‘one with many,~judging from fhe fiequency with
which it is' made.

Certainly there is noue jn the Scriptures. A distinction is
there recognized between sins of witfnloess snd sins of ig-
noran £, but n<ne between sins of omission and sins of
co mmissson; - Not only do these words not accur, in Scrip-
ture, but there are no passages that we are farhiliar with
whieh' point even ind réctly at such a distinction, We must
ook elsewhere, then, for a justification of the phrase,

Bu! dix&'common sense aftord any betier warrant for it
than Serinturs? Not at Il A sin is & sin, if kaowingly
committed, and no verbal quibbles can disguise the fact.
A ‘sin ‘6 omission’ s as mvich failure to keep the law as
a ‘sin of commission.” What meral dlference is there beswern
disabedience of the “Phou shalt——which constitutes the
*sin of nmission,'—and dis bedience of the *Thou shall nat.’
which'is the ‘sin-af commission ' - Are not both disobedi-
ence?  And, as disohedience, are not both equally cul.:
pable? Not 'tn obey is to disphey; not fo keep the law, is
the same as to break it, to omit a duty is to commit a sin,

The distinction is like that suthorized by Roman Cath-
olic casuists between ‘deadly’ and  ‘venial' sins The
Seriptures plainly teach that any sin whatever, if wilfully
percisted.in, is ‘deadly’; and that any sin, il repented of is
'in & sense ‘venial', - Such verbsl distinctions correspond to
no real difference, and are nsefal only-as a means of stifling
the voice of conseience, 'We regard the  phrases ‘sins of

omssion’ and ‘sins of commisiion’ a8 a positive evil to
those who imagine that some real meaning. lies behﬁ
them. “Such an idea cannot fail to béget in the minds of
those who hold it a carelessness and a disregard ‘of every.
day duties to which men are only too prone at ‘the best,
*The fact i< that the sins catled ‘sing of omission’  are not
seidom the most culpable, as they are always the most in-
sidious, of all.  Wha can be mare worthy of - the condem-
nation, alike of God and his fellows, than -the mn who
habitually and knowingly disregards his duties 1o if

Has it cvir ocourred 10 those who use
" the phrase fo ask themselves what authority. there is for it?
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Aitumnd the best means to. -do;st"ho avoid infectiog+
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to prevent its spread,  Such persons, particulagly of suffer-
h‘lnnlhllhnamthlfut dﬂ(roemmmtaﬁm
members of the community.
Thwuudhmth(lhowdd mndsm
{mm-mﬂnpwcmmmm be employed
¥ ” ading members 6f the nndinl
mmm'um and are
mhurpw towns and cities. Ontario
taken the lead in mmumuum,sod-ﬁn‘*m
Colehester Society is the first formed in Nova Scotin. The
County Council and Town Council have made grants to
the work of this particular Association Futﬂmm-h;m
Mhylwmhoﬂthmﬂnﬂpmﬂh

“women - 1. B, Calkin, M. &, ex-Principal of the Provincial

Normal School, is President of 1he Associa‘ion, Dr. S.L.

Wdhtiﬁhhlﬂvm%( Secretary, and Jobn D, Mac-

Lay, Esq, kﬂu‘l‘mahvmhghd to receive and
ma uhdlpt&ou

wmu Nm

wThe Wnodlnt MMME. been sorely })ﬂn\ied
mtlnlosbymdho deacons.  Henry Redden  avd
‘John Natder, the former far advanced ingears, the latter, in
the'prime of lis mashood,  God's dealin®s with bis ‘child-
ren are past finding out.  We know that hie is God and
that he is wise, just, and good. To the charch and ‘the
bereaved families we_tender our sincerest sympathy in' this
uym¢ﬁm.udptly&ehcmtomnt unto ud: “and
all his sustaiping grace.

—The article entitled, “The Colchester * Association

and t~others ? Tt does not matter that we are unable to
lay our finger on any great transgession of the motal law.
Tobea great sinner is not always necessary that a mando
wrone; it is enought that he never does goodd. v
This pricciple is inculcated-by ome of our Lords’ mest
memorable parables, that of the sheep and the goats. Why
were those on the right commended ? Because ‘they had
Bren faithtal to their duties, and had done good whenever

opportunities offered themsetves. Why should such scorch-

ing words of condemnation be meted out to thote on the

1eft hand ? Betause they had been unfaithful to their duties, |
and had neglected to do good. No charge of positive trans-

gression was brought against them, nothing worse than
“sins of omission” is to be found in their indictment,but the
Judge d d thase sins so grave as to call for their ever-

There is a elear dividiug line between recognized
priveiples of low and lawlessnegs. Jo medicine one
- may not practice Christian Seience and be regarded as
A person “may deny  salvation
shrongh Christ, deny his mirvacles and resurrecti
deny hi< divinity and 1o one wmund him to prilon
for so doing.but it is no infringement upon his freed
that the Cheistign ehurch caanok recognizo him as a
teacher!  Weo do not koow what others way think on
this xubject, bt for oursclves we eannot sce how any
fair minded person enn take execption to the above
quotation.
for not eutering the Baptist wmiuistry becauseof the
shackles that may fotter tho tree soul. Every thought-
fut minister will have, must have. a Uroader outlook, a

. great oitlines - the fundamentals of onr Taith and hope,
\tlll teconre more dnd more fixed as the years 2O by,
Ouc ministry is privilogod a8 are fow others to think

thes druth

Lo mm«onm. o ¢ laim the: W!bg' ot dpsetting
p mus of ot hor men wﬁ‘l\,

We do not think there is'any valid reason .
grows older’ in his work, bub the

Uhonestly on il subjects: They ure not bound, except by
Neither is't ho w rdc«t God hiddenin the
ok ﬂgptlm .«md ﬂmurc» o! ﬁhuf !

‘ Jasting banishment from Tis presence. Let us then

guard against these ‘sins of omission’, and let us banish
from our vocabulary for gond and all a distisction wh)eh
finds no warrant either in Scnptura or m common -sense,
and which is ls as it is unf
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DR DIXON IN ST. IOH:N -

Rev. A C Dixon, D. D..of the Ruggles SB. Bupﬁ:t\
chnrch, Boston, gave a three days setvice in- 86, John
last week The mﬁm were all beld in the Germain
were presided over by Dr. Gates the

(lormdnscﬂpl' i
their ownw.ﬁkw m fb’un!to with - their

charches in the oity united with the : 2
service, kindly giving np

the P1 ion of Tub ""dem'vu‘hﬂmuhﬂ

- consideration of every reader of the , MassExGER ‘AND Vis:

[ToR. Womghdtolqmthntwcovnmz——bpm
ion, Provincial, and Mynicipal are ‘having - their attention
turtied to what bas been termed “Thwhhm
and the best means to be employed in assuaging its ter-
rible ravages, - ‘We trust that every endeavor will be
forth by our ‘people to stamp otit, uhxuﬂmhmg.t
the disease which hias proved 0 fatal in its attacks.” .
—There will be many of our readers who will learn with
the deepest regret that Dr. Harperof the Chicago Umversi-
ty bas been compelled to submit to amgiulm
for an idvard cancerous growth. The operation was suce
cesstully , and the patient has rallied from its
effects. What the end is likely to be it is hard fo predict,
Dr. Harper has been a most suceessful President, a fine’
scholar and an entbusiast in the Jines of work to ‘whick ‘he
has given himself.  We sincerely hope that his valuable
life may be spared to the world in order that e may con-"
tinde to. prosecute those nuﬁubxwmuh-m:
lpﬁm ; ;




