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should only tell her father that|a sofl voice . :
£300 had come to them through A pebble with a little pi

dangerous to the sick man, in[r.u at her feet.
H:vmv-mu@x.‘,?, ~ his present feehle state, to risk
CHAPTER XVIIL

Season and scene comg back agalin,
And outward thlags anchanged

Kathleen went up to the lwrl—'”“”,i,,“ but the words: “F
side with a beating heart, feel-! (; sake, get me secretly
ing keenly how worthless the [my father.”
comfort she had brought would |
seem, if it had come too late
to bring health back to that
dear father. She was shocked

» ch 4 i e was |

As soon as Kathleen set her [t the change '"'h“"" ':— Was [ her
i £ $ ) : wasle and was<

fool again on Irish soil, a1 [Mmuch more V-'j“'.y;{” Ty
other impressions: faded away |'YIng with a statue-lik¢ 'i“f‘,"
before the one great anxiety, of | N€ss nbf‘:ul the flv‘;llurr's w ;u ;
how she should find her father, |Wa$ unlike anything ‘I "' “l'

Her buoyant hopes had never i before.  She k”_" t siddts
let her really imagine it would | Mim. and spoke to him in her
be all to late 1o bring him con- "'“::",'I C]”"‘, e ? |
solation.  But as they drove Your Kathleen has come
through Glenmore, the look | Pome,” she s.n‘ul, and she has
Pz r i | brought the olivd branch, dear-
upon the faces of her old | fatl
friends and the greetings that it l.” S
met her everywhere made her [B904- 3
heart sink. They all bore the | A0%icties aboul Dermot Hill. 1

art sink. o .

remain;
The rom we cannot re-instate,
Ourselves we cannot re create,
Nor set our souls to the same key
Of the remembered harmony,

Her heart seemed to

’sli“. She had been certain

with an

tered, however, instantly ar
her course decided upon. Lea
ling out, she whispered: “Ca
not you get up to my windo
[the old way? You will be qui
safe here.”

A fir tree grew close by tl
window; and Ewan’s “old way
was to swing himself up by

God has been so

from one branch to anothe

You will have no mor

and up on the window-sill,

was done in

: : nve rought  five  hundred) - j g
same expression, were all in (he | 14 : br I“ ‘:' f i (jand the Jong-parted  brothe
{ : ' | HeK \ 1, and . o
same  steain;  honing against |POUNds back  with n = and sisler were locked in eac
“w [imore s to come later, Will vou | .

hope., Ihey were all so re- oy hild g | Oer's arms
‘¢ E It { /our own an . 4
Joiced o ‘sce her. His honor | 90% At Your own chile 2 Only for an instant. however

bless her?”
was very low, ‘but ‘they hoped .'I‘l :
re was
It would | | ;,‘ § ;
f |the face:
teh him back from the grave | i I till i
, i P ne:
W ook at” her lightsome face.”| IEE Pased over the stiil tibe;
|

: no movement in |
Jhe would be in time,

e with anguish wordsg i
every Teature he
“They

nol the shadow of a

exclaimed:

; il H
: Vy S w aie 0-
sathleen fancied there was a : 1y b ’ll'l' i !
'.l'”:“ was u'ulnd al last; | light movement in the cold|Might. 1 lll\"]/ en hi ‘m;‘ ere
and theee, st; ing i y - lays, Irying in vain to ge
"_ ', W sialaing '”l the ’”” {hand on. which her bui ning """ ’I' » rying I' % i »
que door-way was that dear I speech of my mother. mus
e 1ay,; awi i . wias ’ -
mother “whos  words, whose | tay; “: sy ,n“ : e myJather. He must not di
oy mosl bille rly disappointed, and

love, whose strength, had been |

over-weary with her long jour
| g
all in all to her during those |

ney and all its «
()h'J obbed aloud

I
: . xeitement, sh 3
long weeks of separation. Lhen her mo-|Pe for others and myself if |

" ; : W

e hearl rest as selasp- | - M recognize
(ul .Iu et rest it was to he clasp- | r carried berofl 1o her own | M recognized.

(  dear ar £ el | “You g » him, "¢
ed in those dear irms, ind feel room, and insisted on her go You,shall see. him, and no
all the burden which had |5, t6 bed fone but ourselves shall know
weighed down the poor Tittle | ‘..' do not feel at all sure pe|You ‘are here,” replied Kath-

onely gpiril lifted off in a mo did. not-heas you, my dearest|leen soothingly, seeing the best

ment child,” she said, as she kissed|Way to quict his morbid agilta-
Rose conkigned “vi”'l.'..llhlu*n tenderly before l(.‘l‘y”':“.”“ was to agree to all he
mauny kind and grateful word: IH“ her. “If 1 “',‘, any sian of 1 sked. “I will lock the door,
to her proud father, ard ”"'“}Ivnn\(-mnsjn(‘.\% later in the night, |40 then you will be quite
Mrs. McDermot took her dar-11 . win call you again: but ;U“‘J\:]i'(‘_n
ling up-stairs, saying: “I hav [””m, rest now, that vou may be| His teeth were chattering and
got your lea ready in the room [brave and bright when he wants | e looked so haggard that Kath-
next your father's. I must m-n-",““‘" {leen felt sure he had had little
your dear face quetly, and he|’ Kathleen . threw  her ;”,"H‘Inr nothing to eat during the
does not wanl me just now. around her niother’s neck and|tWo days he had been hanging
Kathleen's anxious eyes ask strained her to her heart, about afraid to discover him.
ed the qaestion she dared not “I' will do my best “,Ql.(,q" self. Yet she did not dare to,
l’“.!”i‘-' ‘_\"""""- darling mother, and I promise )!"”v" 1im whilst she went to
¢ 18

was

very, -very ill, my

R lyou I will not break down | fetch some food, lest a sudden
child,” her mother :n‘uf\vvrfwl t fd“,“i," It was the sudden shock | Panic should seize him and he
that inquiring look. *“He lies ir ‘.,f sccing my poor' father so[Should make his escape. For-
a sort of unconscious stalte,

greatly changed that upset me,” |tunately there were some re-
Another fond embrace, and|™M2ins of her dinner in her tra-
0 ! then her mother left her, m‘d\'“'”i"g bag. - She put the sand-
I cannot give him up. 1 have ceturned to her sick husband’s| Wiches into his trembling hands
watched him so long, and 1 bedside. “|and held the wine and water
think now that it is intense de- to his pale lips, while slowly,
pression which is quenching all bit by bit, as she thought he
vilal power, would bear it, she told the his-
tory of her acquaintance with
: y A close her eyes, she rose from |l-ord Melton, and its results.
. f‘“"" front™ Kathlecn's |}, bed, and  wrapping her|She showed him the Royal
scarching glance, and .a tear dressing-gown around her, she |Guarantee for the safety of
rolled (lnfwn her pale '("hf'rk a5 fsank down in an easy chair|himself and for those who had
she ‘””““f"“'- "‘*\"! if it had Eh:llslm)(u;]ust- by the winodw. | 2ided him in’his escape. Then,
been the will of God to show us[She was-Ton utterly worn out|finally, putting her arm fondly
some \\'.:\) out of our .difli('nll- lo put into words the cry for round his throdt, she placed in
18, to give us some tidings of help that vang through her|his hands the money sent by
our poor lost mn.‘hr.mi;,'h( h.‘ll\’(‘ soul. “I will trust in lh:l,or(l,” Captain Cochrane._
; ‘:‘I::”.'f 1.1 but God's holy will slie murmured; thefi leaning “This, my dcnr\brother,“ she
! . |her aching head against the|said, as she tenderly kissed his
Kathleen, “things have '“"’”’:" \x_iilxlu}\' she hmkv(.l out into the | forehead, _“Wi_" enable you to
out so wonde l'f“l‘”\' I do h'*i']..‘( lill, silent l”““”'”’;hl‘ and al-| make l‘(‘S(ltllllO!l .'0 our dear
e i , owed her thoughts to wander |parents for the Injury your exe
gk unrestrained. The days of her travag{mcc has inflicted” on
hildhood passed in review be-|them; it will more than pay all
fore her, spent in. this home, | your debts.”
{@ay with the joyous compan- : Poor Fj‘V“_" shook in eve
i el L ;\ | H‘”\"_"D of her durling })rolllcr. limb as his sister related to him
il ‘\'~.;’ cherished by the untiring love | all that had passed between
e ey ol : ”i '1and care of her tender parents. ﬁel‘““'f' and Lord Melton : when
blind workere ap 5o ided the | This beloved home was secure |she l.lmsl‘wd by placing the mo-
, workers of ils will, thatlto! i now--but with Ewan|ney in his hands, he burst into

without taking notice of him,
bul somchow I have hope still.

Bul Kathleen was too anxious
lo sleep, too restless even (o be
still, and after hald-an-hour’s

[hnnvsl but ineffectual effort to

I look forward to
your return rousing him a lit-
tle.”  She turned away her sad,
patieat

“Oh! mother, mother,”

Joy wilh me to the |

the . whole ;u*nl-n!"'
tream Mlowed forth, with such |

a mingling of {cars and smil

th

L wls  of mothér  and gone, and her father dying, of |tears of mingled gratitude and
H S grew stronger toges|what: valus would it be? All|remorse.

er in the faith to cast their the light and brightness of her| “Oh! Kathleen,” he said in a
surden upon the Lord, ‘and to life appeared to be fading outjtone of anguish, when at last
trust in ills help. The mother's :
tears

flowed very bittérly over
tntature and the misera-
' story of ler bheloved first-

of it, and she signed. Thmﬁﬁ he had recovered his self con-
the quiet of the silent ro trol, “you do not know how ter-
seemed to come the echo of her ribly retribution haunts me,
whispering words—*“Trust in step by step, action for action
R orrow and disgrace, and | {he Lord” A moment after-|word for word. In my mad'
rrible uncertainty for his|wards a little shower of sand|passion I swore I would not

¢ Bul Kathleen persisted |was thrown up against the win- | return under this roof while m
‘h a confidence that had dow. father lived; and oh! I feel ai
frown stronger and stronger| Kathleen imagined it was though the curse was workin
m the first moment. some one anxious to know how [ now, and he will go without 2
“Ewan will never rest,” she her father was; for she had blessing for me; and I shan
affirmed, “till he has got yours [heard the people had been hov- | have killed hims Oh} God! |
and his father’s forgiveness.|ering about the house day and |shall have killed him! WJlLbe
“Oh!” she exclaimed, clasping night, with-inquiries and offers|die to-night, Kathleen? Is there
her hands together, “pray God [of assistance. She rose from|no hope? Oh! why were you
he may come before it is too|her chair, and threw up the|not at home to let me in eyar-

1

'

: It wm rlA(-(‘rird(‘«I that Kathleen |- “Who is there?” she asked in’

Lord Melton, as it would be|of paper tied to it came up, and

It MeDermot was engaged in rais-
a few moments, |

then he pushed her from him,

until !:\.‘z\ forgiven'me. Bul.

oh! you don’t know what it will

ry | the touch of that paternal Bless.

ginal picture, A
bed was got ready, linen and|:

cop

shuddering sobs shook

|whole frame.

2 | Kathleen felt quite fright-
Though the moon was .fthm-‘i
rousing inquiries about liwun."m“ brightly, she could decipher

. |happy brother’s grief, and
‘or |

to|

| which her father was lying. Bu

stand |, (ing a strong restraint on her
“|own feelings, she soothed the
would coine; but now that h"‘puur‘br()kvn—ht‘url('d fellow 1o
| was here, the reality came upon 4 poct of her power, impres-|*
il rpn\wrilxulwm upon him the absolute ne-
The feeling was mas- | .igy.of calmness if he wanted |

1d 1, see his father. '

0-1 «] will go now and inquire
if you can come at once to his

n-|
W pedside,” she said, as Ewan’s
¢ gobs grew fewer and gentler.
‘! She creépt quietly into  the
[sick-room, intending to call her
Imother out to speak to Ewan
it first. But she was obliged to
'+l wait some minutes, for Mrs.

it

ing the sick man’s head, while a
falthful old nurse, who had
come to her in that extremity,

h

| was trying to get some drops of |-

*lcordial between his lips. The
cffort was unsuccessful, and as
they laid him back gently on
the piliow, the old nurse ejacu-
[Tated, *“It’s all over, 1 fear,
[ma’am. If he cannot swallow,
t/there’s no more hope.”
| » Meanwhile Ewan, to whase
agonized impatience éven the
few minutes of Kathleen’s ab-
|sence seemed an age, had fol-
[lowed her to the door, where he
|caught a glimpse of the statue-
{like fixity oRhis father’s coun-
[tenance, and Beard the nurse’s
|words, which sounded in his
[cars the old knell;, “Too late—
too late—-="
’ Wild with the despair of his
regrets, firmly believing his fa-
ther had breathed his last, he
rushéd in, regardless of «all bs-
side, and flinging himself on his
knees by the bed, he broké out
into an exceedingly loud and
bitter cry: E
“Oh! father! father! You can-
notgo and leave me, unforgiven
and’ unblest!" OIf! my father,
bless me
Thr  terrified women theld
their breath for fear; and with
their eyes lixed on the still face.
waited, expecting the end. But
the sudden shock of that agon-
ized embrace, the force of that
cry of filial sorrow, had power
to break the seal which the ex-
tremity of prostration had set
upon the senses. The eyes
opened with a clear, conscious
look, the feeble hand was rais-

|

thihg, and as Mr, McDermot
laid it on the bowed, stricken
head by his side, the lips of thc
father murmured—“My son!
my first born!”

« CHAPTER XIX.

The self-same moment I could pray:
And from my neck so free

The Albatross fell off and sank,
Like lead into the sea’

Ld
“After these voices there was
peace,” is a complete epitome
of that midnight hour in the
home of the McDérmots. Ewan’s
agonized sobs subsided under

ing. No one spoke again. The
cordial was administered with-
out difficulty, and when Kath-
leap, at a sign from her mother,
took her father’s other: hand,
he opened his eyes once more
and smiled a welcome full of
peace and love. Half-anthour
afterwards the group of loving
watchers perceived with Jjoy,
!Jy the regularity of his breath-
Ing, that he had fallen into a
quiet sleep. Y
Then the mother’s heart went |
out to her beloved Pprodigal,
and she slipped away to pre-
Pbare a welcome for him, And

The words broke in an agony
| from him; he buried his face on
his sister’s shoulder, and gr;'z.lll
s |

ened at the violence of her un-l

|chilling dread came over he'r,'
|as she remembered the state in

ed as though secking for some- |~
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You are safe in a threefold way, if you bring your pres-
cription to 'us: 1) We use for the prescription exactly what
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