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RAISING OF PRICES

Mote Witnesses Examined By the 
Special Committee—Retired 

Dealer Gives Evidence.

Ottawa, March 21.—H. P. Wells, sec
retary of the Mountain Lumber Asso
ciation was before the special commit
tee inquiring into the lumber industry, 
to-day.

Mr. Wells said he could not vouch for 
the accuracy of the minutes previous 
to his assuming the position of secre
tary in 1905. After that time the or
ganization, that is the Mountain Lum
ber Association, became practically a 
hew one, although consisting largely of 
the same men.

He accepted the secretaryship with 
the object of instilling new life into it. 
He did not know that the coast mills 
had appointed a general auditor to 
maintain prices among the mills, none 
of the association having taken official 
knowledge of such action, nor did he 
know of any or he would tell the com
mittee.

About this organization before- he 
became secretary he appeared to know 
very little.

Early in 1905 there was a resolution 
passed to organize the Interior Lumber 
Co., to handle the whole output of the 
Mountain mills on the prairies. Mr. 
Wells knew this matter had been on 
foot, but it fell through before it was 
practicable. He was not secretary 
then, nor was he aware that the Moun
tain association had been scared into 
an advance of price by a threat of the 
coast association to start a price war. 
He denied that any penalty was placed 
upon members of the association.

The minutes of the association re
freshed his memory. They contained a 
resblution that members not attending 
be fined $10.

He admitted there was an arrange
ment between the two milling associa
tions as to the raising of prices. He 
cotfld not account for the promise of the 
coast association to level up the 
mountain prices, but admitted the pro
bability of an understanding that the 
Mountain association would maintain 
prices.

Questioned by Mr. Knowles, he ad
mitted that his association was honor- 
bound to maintain prices. If the Moun
tain association cut the prices the coast 
men would have grievance. Confer
ences were held between delegates from 
both associations. It was then decided 
"what was considered advisable/*

Witness did not remember a remark 
made by Mr. Leech, a manufacturer of 
Cranbrook, that one purpose of the as
sociation was to regulate production. 
At a meeting in Vancouver during Sep
tember, 1905, a regulation was passed 
overruling the price list of both asso
ciations and making advances. The 
annual meeting was held in January 
last. The existing by-laws, it was said, 
held the association liable to prosecu
tion and criminal action. He did not 
know who told the association. He 
took counsel on the subject. This was 
after the investigation was ordered. At 
any rate it was in January. The mo
tion for the parliamentary inquiry was 
in December. At the January meeting 
the by-laws were amended; because 
they were not in accord with the prac
tice of the association, he said, was the 
cause of the change. The advice of S. 
S. Taylor, K. C., of Nelson, to do 
was not the real motive. He said that 
the tenor of Mr. Taylor’s advice was 
that the by-laws were contrary to the 
criminal code.

Evidence again showing the justifica
tion of the appointment of the lumber 
combine committee was given by Aid. 
Wilkinson, of Regina, a retired lumber 
dealer. He expressed the belief that 
local lumber dealers were making at 
present from $8 to $10 per thousand, or 
a profit of from 30 to 80 per cent. The 
man who was not a member of the 
ftall association could not at present 
buy lumber from the association mills, 
but he had no knowledge of Independ
ent dealers being refused, 
belonged to the association in 1904 it 
•was a condition of membership that 
no dealer should buy from independent 
mills. The retail association existed 
for the purpose of boycotting dealers 
«who did so.
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BASEBALL MEETING.

1 Proposal to Form Club Will Be Discussed 
at Gathering on Thursday Night.

A meeting of baseball enthusiasts will 
be held in the rooms above the Army and 
Navy Cigar store on Thursday night at 8 
O’clock. Its object is to form a baseball 
chib in the city, and In view of the 
ing season a large number are expected to 
attend. It is hoped that recent arrivals 
In the city who are interested in the game 
will also be present. .

NOTICES OF MOTION.

Matter Which Will Come Up in the 
Legislature on Monday Next.

(From Saturday's Daily.)
Among the notices of motion which 

are given on the order paper for Mon
day are two sets of questions which 
are of interest to this city.

W. H. Hay%vard gives notice that he 
"will ask the Chief Commisisonor of 
Lands and Works:

1. Has the question of the Songhees 
Indian reserve been dealt with?

2. If not, why not?
John Jardine on Monday will ask the 

Hon. the Chief Commisisoner of Lands 
and Works:

1. What were the prices paid to the 
government for the lands in Highland 
(district, viz.: Sections 45a, 45a, 50, 44 
and 49?

2. Have any water records been made 
in connection with the same, or any of 
them?

J. H. Hawthornthwalte is going to 
follow up the matter of getting passes 
for members of the legislature and 
others from railways, and will on re-
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COMMISSIONER 
IS COMING HERE

WILL LIKELY SPEAK
TO CANADIAN (TUB

General Booth Empowers His Execu
tive Officer, Mr. Coombs, to Un

fold Emigration Plans.

(From Saturday's Daily.)
For several weeks—indeed ever since 

the announcement of his intended visit 
to the coast—the Canadian Club of this 
city has been endeavoring to secure a 
date from General Booth, with a view 
to his addressing the club in Victoria. 
Just at present when the house is in 
session and when the subject of aid to 
the Salvation Army in their emigration 
work is under consideration by the 
government, it was felt to be an oppor
tune occasion to have from the lipe of 
the great Salvationist details of his in
teresting work.

Owing to the fact that he is holding 
territorial councils with his officers fn 
both Vancouver and Seattle—some 
doming from as far as Dawson to be 
present—and to the limited time at his 
disposal, the General finds it impossible 
to accept the invitation of the Canadian 
Club of Victoria.

Desiring, however, to meet the wishes 
of the club as far as is possible he has 
Intimated through his local officers, 
that if the club desire, he will detach 
Commissioner Coombs,, the executive 
officer, who is most familiar of all his 
assistants with the emigration work, to 
address the club here at some date 
•within the next two weeks. The com
missioner will accompany his chief to 
the coast, and will be available for 
Victoria about the second of April.

It is very probable that the Canadian 
Club officers will accept the opportun
ity thus afforded, and an invitation will 
likely go forward to Mr. Coombs in a 
day or two.

IMPROVEMENTS TO 
THE CITY’S STREETS

Proposed Work on Rockland Avenue 
and Around Beacon Hill Park- 

Underground Wires.

(From Saturday’s Daily.)
It was decided last night, at the meet

ing in the city hall, to open negotiations 
with the B. C. Electric Railway Com
pany and the B. C. Telephone Company, 
having for their object the placing under
ground of all wires in the city as well as 
those hereafter put in place.

Aid. Hall, the chairman of the light 
and telephone committee, occupied the 
ohair, and there were present Aid. Glea
son, Aid. Fell and Aid. Meston. The 
British Columbia Telephone Co. was re
presented by W. H. Kent, of Vancouver, 
the general manager of the company, R. 
B. McMicking, the manager of the local 
branch, and H. D. Miller, the head elec
trician of the local staff. For the British 
Columbia Electric Railway Co. there ap
peared A. T. Goward, the local manager, 
and G. M. Tripp, the head electrician. 
A. R. Sperling, of Vancouver, the general 
manager of the company, was expected, 
but he was unavoidably detained in Van
couver.

The representatives of the companies 
interested showed themselves very agree
able to the city’s proposal. They, how
ever, could not give a definite answer 
until the matter was discussed with the 
head offices. They would, however, use 
their good offices, they said, to bring 
about the desired end.

The city fathers are quite satisfied with 
the result of the Interview, and immedi
ate steps will be taken to get into touch 
with the head offices of the companies.

At the same time as the above question 
was being discussed, the streets, bridges 
and sewers committee were perfecting 
plans for the widening of Rockland ave
nue.

They met with the committee of resi
dents, viz., Hon. Edgar Dewdney, G. H. 
Barnard, and A. Mitchell. S. J. Pitts and 
J. Arbuthnot were unavoidably absent. 
The object of the conference was to find 
out what alterations, if any, were neces
sary in the city plans for the avenue s 
improvement. It was proposed to widen 
the road to a uniform width of 40 feet. 
Of this 26 feet would be given to the 
road bed, which was to be graded, mac
adamized and treated with tar to pre
vent dust; 8 feet on the north side would 
be boulevarded and 6 feet on the south 
would be devoted to a cement sidewalk. 
In addition to this, there was to be an 
earthenware conduit placed in the side
walk for the reception of all electric 
wires, thus doing away with poles on the 
avenue. The total cost would be $2 per 
foot frontage. The conduit would cost 
60c. per foot frontage, and the tarring of 
the road surface 20c. The roadway and 
sidewalk would cost the remaining $1.20.

It was also proposed to build a cement 
sidewalk around the outside of Beacon 
Hill park, on the local Improvement plan.

It now only remains for the city coun
cil to ratify the agreement and to pro
vide machinery for the work. “There is 
no use trying to do it with what we have 
at present," says City Engineer Topp. 
“If we get that, the work will be done as 
soon as possible."

TIMBER BUYER KILLED.

Shot By Night Watchman After 
Threatening Life of Hotel 

Proprietor.

Bandon, Ore., March 22.—Night 
Watchman W. D. Clark, shortly after 
midnight, shot and killed C. F. Allen, 
of San Francisco, a well-known timber 
buyer and black sand expert. The 
shooting occurred in the office of the 
Tupper hotel, where Allen, who had 
been drinking, threatened the life of 
the proprietor of the hotel.

He shot twice at the officer before the 
latter killed him.

NEW MEMBERS.

Ottawa, March 23.—Dr. Laurier, 1*As
somption, and Mr. Lanctot, Richelieu, 
new members, were introduced in the 
House of Commons yesterday.

MURDERER EXECUTED.

Collapsed on Way to Scaffold and Was 
Unconscious When Trap Was 

Sprung.

Walla Walla, March 22.—Fred Miller 
was hanged at the penitentiary to-day 
for the murder of Fred Dierk at Castle 
Rock last October. Miller collapsed 
during the march to the gallows and 
was unconscious when the trap was 
sprung.

Twelve minutes later the prison phy
sician pronounced Miller dead.

When the cap was drawn over Mil
ler’s head and the knot was tied only 
his unconscious moaning could be 
heard.

CRUSHED TO DEATH.

Danville, Ill., March 22.—Passenger 
train No. 11, on the St. Louis division 
of the Big Four railway, westbound 
from Indianapolis to St. Louis, left 
the track to-day. Engineer Gregory 
was crushed beneath his loco'motive. 
Seven passengers were Injured, none 
fatally. Three coaches rolled down a 
20-foot embankment. A gravel pile 
near the track caused the engine to 
leave the rails, carrying the coaches 
with it.

NO DECISION ON 
LORD’S DAY ACT

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
IS STILL WAITING

The Legislature May Be Appealed to 
For its Opinion-Attorney Gen

eral’s Views.
*

r
The action of the provincial govern

ment on the question of the Lord’s Day 
Act passed by the Dominion govern
ment, is being waited for anxiously by 
those who hold contrary' opinions with 
respect to what that action should be. 
Zealous one© on both sides of the ques
tion have stated that they were in re
ceipt of information relative to the 
subject and were prepared to say that 
the government of the province had 
made up their minds and decided upon 
the course to be pursued.

The attorney-general was Interview
ed by a Times reporter this morning 
and this paper is in a position to say on 
the strength of that interview that 
the government has come to po 
cision on this question. The matter 
was under advisement by the attorney- 
general and he was not in a position 
to say what would be the action of the 
government.

From the conversation of the attor
ney-general it is probable that the sub
ject may be brought before the legis
lature, in some way or other, to ascer
tain what is the opinion of the House 
on the question of authorizing the en
forcement of the measure in this prov
ince.

It was evident, moreover, that the at
torney-general has not in contempla
tion the taking of a course which 
might be construed as making him 
and his government in the province 
jointly responsible for the legislation 
passed by the Dominion. For the rea
son he inclines to the opinion that if 
it was decided to allow the act to be en
forced In the province he will give 
general permission to prosecute under 
its provisions and leave it to the courts 
to decide on the merits of the cases.

Hon. Mr. Fulton says that he is not 
perfectly satisfied at the present mo
ment as to what was the intention of 
the act. He is not perfectly sure whe
ther it was the intention that the at
torney-general of the province was 
given the power to interfere with the 
act being applied to his particular 
province or whether it was to give 
the attorney-géïieraFpower to limit the 
prosecutions to certain classes of al
leged violation of the act as he saw 
fit. He is not at present inclined to 
exercise this discriminatory function, 
and it was this that prompted him to 
say that if the act was allowed to be 
enforced it would likely be that all 
prosecutions under it would be allow-

de-
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THE COLONIAL
CONFERENCE

SIR WILFRID IAURIER
MAY NOT ATTEND

Prolonged Session May Result in 
Premier Cancelling Arrange

ments to Visit London.

Ottawa, March 23.—Sir Wilfrid Laur
ier is thinking seriously of cancelling 
his arrangements to attend the colon
ial conference. This is on account of 
the slow progress of the session.

When Sir Wilfrid took out his pass
age it looked as If prorogation was at s 
hand, but ft seems now to be as far 
away as ever. He hopes that some ar
rangement may be reached to let him
go.

Of course Canada will be represent
ed, but the general desire is that Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier should go. A confer
ence between Sir Wilfrid and R. L. 
Borden may led to this. Should the 
Premier not go Hon. W. S. Fielding 
would take his place.

LABOR DISPUTES BILL.

Ottawa, March 23.—The labor disputes 
bill was assented to yesterday by Deputy 
Governor-General Fitzpatrick.

TIMES. TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 1907.
iskaming and Northern Ontario rail
ways, respectively. The train Includ
ed three Pullman sleeping cars and a 
diner, and everything possible was done 
to ensure the comfort of the excursion
ists. Cobalt was reached by noon 
Saturday, and several near-by mines 
were visited before lunch. During the 
afternoon others were seen, and the 
greater part of Sunday was similarly 
Occupied, a local committee having 
provided a number of well-horsed 
sleighs to convey the visitors to many 
mines within a radius of about five 
miles of Cobalt. There was much of 
interest to be seen at the miles, with 
both cobalt and rich silver ores and 
much ore in the various ore-houses. 
Among the sights that especially at
tracted the attention of the visitors 
were the fine showings in the several 
mines of the Niplssing company, an 
exposed vein of ore in place, rich in 
silver and cleanly polished by glacial 
action, on another property, sheets of 
native silver that had been shot from 
the vein into cracks in the enclosing 
country rock, and the "bloom” of the 
cobalt and nickel ores—rose pink of the 
former and gree not the latter—the re
sult of oxidation. One sheet of native 
silver, seen in the office of the Nova 
Scotia mine, was an irregular oval in 
shape and, measured by Mr. Jacobs, 
was found to be 25 inches long by 15 
inches wide at its widest part. This 
was taken from the mine, so the man
ager stated, at its 100-foot level.

In company with O. J. Obalski, di
rector of the bureau of mines, Quebec, 
Mr. Jacobs, who during Saturday 
night and Sunday morning was the 
guest of the manager, I. Robert Jacobs 
(a namesake, but no relation), formerly 
residing at Greeenwood, Boundary dis
trict, went below at the Kerr Lake 
Mining Company’s mine, known as the 
Jacobs mine. Here there is a shaft 130 
feet In depth with levels opened out at 
65 and 130 feet, respectively. As the hill 
rises higher than the collar of the 
shaft, the deeper level where under the 
top of the hill is 180 feet from the sur
face, at which depth a vein of rich 
silver ore up to nearly a foot In thick
ness was seen “in place." During the 
last 18 months $500,000 worth of silver 
has bee nobtalned from about 300 tons 
of ore taken out in thè course of de
velopment work., on a small scale. 
There is so much silver in the ore that 
much difficulty Is experienced in crush
ing it for sampling purposes. In fact 
instructions had just been received to 
defer for the present the shipment of 
more ore, the jaw of the crusher at a 
sampling works in New York having 
been broken in an endeavor to crush 
the ore, which “mashes,” and -will not 
crujnble between the crusher jaws. In 
comparison with several others, the 
Jacobs mine is but a small one.

At the neighboring Drummond mine 
there was also seen a fine showing of 
silver ore. From both of these mines, 
as well as from the Cobalt lake mine, 
some fair-sized and representative 
specimens of ore were obtained for the 
mineral museum of the British Colum
bia bureau of mines, and these were 
delivered to the provincial mineral
ogist on Mr. Jacobs’ return to Victoria. 
Beside the silver and massive nickel 
ores, some rock showing the cobalt 
“bloom" was secured, -though the last- 
mentioned specimens arc not so good of 
their class as the others. Those con
tributing the specimens were Messrs.
l. Robert Jacobs, manager of the Kerr 
Lake Mining Company; R. W. Brig- 
stocke, superintendent- of the Drum
mond mine, and D. B. Rochester, tnan- 
aging director of thé Cobalt Lake‘Min
ing Company. The last-named com
pany paid the Ontario government $1,- 
085,000 in pash fçr 46 acres, all but four 
or five of wh^oh are under the lake. 
The company is capitalized at $5,000,000, 
and it has issued $4,000,000 of its stock. 
Cash in the treasury now amounts to 
about $225,000. Prospecting is in pro
gress along the lake about half tl\e 
length of the property, &o far eight 
veins have been discovered, and sink
ing is being carried on in four places. 
The sample of silver ore to-night from 
this property was taken from No. 4 
shaft at about 20 foot depth. The ore 
runs as high as 10^000 ounces silver to 
the ton.

There are many mines, including sev
eral larger and richer than those above 
alluded to, and much else of interest, 
but space restrictions will not admit of 
these being noticed individually. Nor 
was there opportunity with so large a 
number comprising the visiting party 
to get much detailed Information. How
ever, Professor E. G. Miller, geologist 
of the Ontario department, was on the 
train, and he was a host in himself in 
showing maps and giving information 
concerning this decidedly rich silver 
producing district.

Cobalt was left on return at 4.30 p.
m. on Sunday, North Bay was reached 
the same night, and Toronto early the 
next morning. At North Bay Mr. 
Jacobs said adieu to the numbers, who 
had contributed greatly to his enjoy
ment during his hurried visit to On
tario. Westward, as far as Winnipeg, 
he had the company of Eugene. Coste, 
E. M., of Toronto, who is superintend
ing oil-boring operations for the C. P. 
R. in Saskatchewan or Alberta. An
other fellow-traveller was Virgil H. 
Hewes, C. E., of New York, who was 
proceeding to Bankhead, Alberta, to 
advise on some engineering questions 
in connection with the installation of a 
coal-briquetting plant at the Pacific 
Coal Company’s colliery there. Mrs. 
Hewes, who accompanied her husband, 
is a sister of Dr. Waddell, C. E., the 
designer of the bridge over the Fraser 
river at New Westminster. Still an
other of the west-bound travellers oc
cupying the Pullman car was B. C. 
Mess, of Victoria, on his return from 
Ottawa, whence he had been as one of 
a deputation in the interests of Bri
tish Columbia salmon cannery owners.

Although the Pacific express was un
avoidably delayed, the time made on 
the long journey was good on the 
whole, it being a matter of surprise 
that the C. P. R. manages to keep its 
trains moving notwithstanding many 
adverse conditions. The snow-drifts 
on the prairies especially must involve 
a very great deal of trouble and ex
pense to the railway company.

Loyal to the Pacific coast, Mr. 
Jacobs took occasion whenever it pre
sented itself to set forth its advan
tages. People in Ontario would hardly 
believe that spring flowers wTere bloom
ing in the open gardens before Mr. 
Jacobs left the coast, for there tras a 
heavy snowfall in that province on 
March "4th or 5th. Similarly at Winni
peg, where the snow-shovellers were 
hard at work on March 12th, clearing 
away the snow that had fallen only the 
day before, there was difficulty In con
vincing residents in that city that

spring had set in at Victoria. Indeed, 
there is nothing like a trip to less fav
ored parts of the Dominion, ip respect 
of climate, to bring home to’, those who 
by long familiarity with fine* and mild 
weather conditions here do not suffi
ciently realize that they are fortunate 
to live in suoh a place as Victoria. Yet 
they are, and a few weeks spent east 
of the Rocky Mountains during the 
first two months of the year would 
quickly bring them to acknowledge 
that such is the case.4

CHAMPION TYPEWRITER.

Chicago, Ill., March 22.—Miss Rose L. 
Fritz, who has twice won the champion 
typewriting contest, at the* Coliseum 
last night, won the championship for 
the third time, winning the silver cup 
offered and breaking the world’s record 
for copying distation from shorthand 
notes. The record she established last 
Right was 2,445 words in thirty min
utes. This is 200 words better than her 
last record, which was made a year 
ago at the contest held at Madison 
Square Garden, New York.

TWO-CENT POSTAGE.

Australian Federal "Government De
cides to Introduce Bill.

Melbourne, March 22.—The federal 
government has decided to introduce a 
bill during the next session of parlia
ment, establishing a two-cent rate of 
postage on letters not only throughout 
Australia, but with all parts of the 
British Empire and all foreign coun
tries that will deliver two-cent letters 
from Australia.

BLUE FUNNEL LINER.

The Cyclops Is Discharging Cargo at 
Tacoma and Will Shortly Reach 

Victoria.

The Blue Funnel liner Cyclops, from 
Liverpool, is now at Tacoma discharging 
her cargo for that port. Contrary to the 
usual custom, she went straight to the 
Sound instead of first calling at Vic
toria. She will arrive at this port on the 
2nh inst. and discharge some hundred 
tons of general merchandise. From here 
she will proceed to Vancouver, where she 
will lie for some time as she has 3,200 
tons of freight for the Terminal City. 
The Cyclops is the last of the five new 
steamers of the Holt line, of similar build 
to the Titan, to come to this port.

RIVERS ARE NOW 
FAILING RAPIDLY

IMPROVED CONDITIONS
IN CALIFORNIA

Danger From Floods Regarded as 
Over-Railway Traffic is Still 

Interrupted

San Francisco, March 23—The storm 
which has hung over California has 
been broken and 
where have greatly improved. The 
rivers running through the great in
terior valleys, which flooded vast tracts 
of land and threatened several cities, 
have fallen rapidly and no more dam
age from this source is apprehended. 
Telegraph communication, which for a 
time was interrupted in every direc
tion, has been restored. The weather 
bureau predicts clearing weather, 
though showers may continue to fall 
for several days..

The railroad blockade "has not yet 
been lifted, but both the Southern Pa
cific and Santa Fe companies are mak
ing strenuous efforts to repair their 
lines, which were damaged by wash
outs and landslides. Trains are being 
run over both the Ogden and San 
Joaquin Valley lines to the East, 
though they are not on regular sche
dule time.

Traffic on the Shasta route is Inter
rupted near Redding and regular ser
vice cannot be resumed for several 
daytj. The coast line is blocked by a 
landslide at Santa Margareta and may 
be tied up for two or more days.

Many railroad passengers are going 
from here to Portland, Ore., by steam
ship, transportation being supplied by 
the railroad companies.

Rain Retards Work.
Los Angeles, March 22.—The railroad 

situation between here and San Fran
cisco is practically unchanged from 
yesterday. The Santa Fe and South
ern Pacific by a combination of tracks 
are able to get trains through the San 
Joaquin Valley. The Santa Fe is run
ning all trains regularly, although the 
line is still washed out at Stockton. At 
this point the Santa Fe is using the 
Southern Pacific tracks between Oak
land and Calva.

The Southern Pacific is keeping both 
of its regular valley trains running by 
detouring over the Santa Fe between 
Mojave and Colton. The coast line is 
open as far as San Luis Obispo from 
Los Angeles. It is not expected that 
the damage at the Santa Margareta 
tunnel will be repaired short of several 
days.

conditions every-

It was hoped to open the valley again 
by this evening, but rain is falling 
again to-day and work is retarded. The 
Salt Lake reports no change in condi
tions on that line. It may be open 
shortly after April 1st, if no further 
damage ensues. The eastern lines of 
the Southern Pacific and Santa Fe are 
open. The indications are for more 
rain here.

Bridges Destroyed.
• Portland, Ore., March 22.—Portland 

again is partly isolated from the out
side world. Hardly have the railroads, 
the telephone companies and the tele
graph system recovered from the re
cent washouts, snow slides, land slides 
and sleet storms than a raging storm 
of wind and rain has swooped down 
on the southern part of the state and 
Northern California. The Southern Pa
cific railroad is crippled by washouts 
of the roadbed, destruction of bridges, 
carrying away of wires, beyond all 
power of even approximating the dam
age done. Telephone and telegraph 
companies suffered in proportion.

VICTORIA

RICH MINES AT 
COBALT CAMP

DESCRIPTION BY A
WELT KNOWN WRITER

E. Jacobs Visited New Silver Dis
trict-Annual Meeting of Cana

dian Mining Institute.

(From Saturday’s Daily.)
E. Jacobs, editor of the British Co

lumbia Mining Record, who returned a 
few days ago from attendance at the 
annual meeting of the Canadian Min
ing Institute, in the Course of an in
terview gave some very interesting in
formation relative to that gathering 
and an interesting trip to Cobalt.

The ninth annual meeting of the 
Canadian Mining Institute, held at To
ronto, Ontario, on March 6th, 7th and 
8th, was acknowledged to have been 
cne of the most enthusiastic and suc
cessful meetings the members of the 
institute have had for years. The at
tendance was comparatively large, To
ronto newspapers having placed it at 
about 125 on the opening day, and addi
tional members and guests of the insti
tute arrived later.

British Columbia was represented by 
Frederic Keffer, engineer in charge of 
several mines in the Boundary district 
owned by the British Columbia Copper 
Company; E. Jacobs, editor of the Bri
tish Columbia Mining Record, and Jas. 
T. Laidlaw, a mining engineer from 
East Kootenay. Mr. Jacobs left Vic
toria at midnight of Thursday, Febru
ary 28th, and by arrangement met Mr, 
Keffer at Medicine Hat early on the 
morning of 3rd inst. There was little 
delay en route to Toronto, which city 
was reached by noon of Wednesday, 
Gth inst., only about five hours late, 
which, considering the weather condi
tions that had prevailed for some time 
previously was considered satisfactory.

Mr. Jacobs says although numerical
ly the representation of British Colum
bia by members resident in the prov
ince was small, the condition of its 
mining industry was not permitted to 
go unnoticed, for papers were contri
buted as follows: “Further Observa
tions Relative to the Occurrence of De
posits of Copper Ore on the North Paci
fic Coast and Adjacent Islands, from 
the Southern Boundary of British Co
lumbia to the Alaskan Peninsula," by 
W. M. Brewer; “The Marble Bay Cop
per Deposit, Texada Island,” by O. E. 
Leroy; “The Geology of the Franklin 
District (Boundary) Ore Deposits," by 
R. W.
Boundary District," by Frederic Kef
fer; “Mineral Production of British Co
lumbia,” by E. Jacobs; "Notes on the 
Economic Geology, of the Skeena River 
District," by W. *W Leach, and “The 
Cariboo Consolidated Hydraulic Min
ing Plant at Bullion,” by W. T. Dick. 
Other papers relating particularly to 
mining in Western Canada were: “The 
Coals and Coalfields of Alberta, Sas
katchewan and Manitoba," by D. B. 
Dowling; “Recent Developments in 
Mining in the Southern Yukon," by D. 
D. Cairn es, and “Recent Mining Con
ditions in the Yukon," by R. G. Mc
Connell. As Messrs. Leroy, Brock, 
Leach, Dowling, Cairnes and McConnell 
are members of staff of the geological 
survey of Canada and dealt with their 
respective fields of work last year, their 
contributions contained much informa
tion of interest and value. Mr. Brewer 
is known to be one of the best-inform
ed men regarding copper ores on the 
North Pacific coast, so his paper was 
also a welcome contribution to the sum 
total of information given concerning 
the mining industry in the West. Mr. 
Jacobs placed before the meeting some 
tables of figures that showed in a 
striking manner the great progress the 
mining industry of the province has 
made, especially during the last decade. 
Summarizing these briefly it may be 
stated that they exhibited progress in 
the production of minerals in the fol
lowing degree:

Total value for all years to end of 
1886, $64,246,000, comprised of placer 
gold, $53,797,000, and coal, $10,449,000.

Total value for ten years to end of 
1896, $37,809.000; comprised of placer 
gold, $5,006,000; lode metals, $8,126,000; 
coal and coke, $23,537,000; building ma
terials, etc., $1,140,000.

Total value for ten years to end of 
3906, $173,000,000; comprised of placer 
gold, $9,889.000; lode metals, $113,264,- 
000; coal and coke, $45,441,000; building 
materials, etc., $4,406,000.

Grand total for all years to end of 
1906 (in round figures) $275,000,000.

As emphasizing the importance of 
mining as compared wfth other staple 
industries of the province an estimate, 
for 1906, published at the beginning of 
the current year, was quoted, in which 
:t was shown that the lumbering in
dustry gives an estimated value of 
$9,500.000; agriculture, $8,000,000; fisher
ies, $8,000,000, making a total of $25,800,- 
000.

Brock; “The Emma Mine,

The mineral production was $26,350,- 
000, and manufactures, $11,000,000, giv
ing a total production in 1906 of $62,- 
850,000.

During the course or the meeting H. 
Mortimer Lamb, formerly editor of the 
British Columbia Mining Record, but 
now secretary of the Canadian Mining 
Institute, expressed opinions favorable 
to British Columbia, pointing out par
ticularly the general excellence and 
liberality of its mining laws iiî 
parison with those of other parts of 
Canada.

com-

The annual dinner of the institute 
was a very enjoyable affair. The at
tendance was large, and included the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, two 
members of Ontario government, and 
many distinguished geologists, mining 
engineers, metallurgists and others 
from various parts of Canada and the 
United States. During the evening the 
retiring president gave place at the 
heod of the table to his newly-elected 
successor, Frederic Keffer, of Green
wood, B. C.

On Friday night, 8th inst., an excur
sion party numbering 77 left Toronto 
for Cobalt, New Ontario, this very 
cessful outing having been made prac
ticable at small cost through the 11b- 

i erality of the Grand Trunk and Tem-

sue-

port on the bill to assess and tax rail
ways move the following addition to 
the section covering assessment: “Pro
vided always that where any railway 
company does not provide free trans
portation over Its line to judges of the 
Supreme and County courts, govern
ment assessors, and all members of the 
local legislature, the assessed value per 
mile shall be $11,000."

BRANCH LINES.

Lively Fight in Railway Committee of 
Senate Over Application by Cana

dian Northern.

Ottawa, March 23.—There was a big 
fight at the Senate railway committee 
yesterday over the Canadian Northern 
branch lines, one of which was to build 
from Edmonton to the Pacific Coast. The 
latter was opposed by several Senators 
on the ground that no definite route was 
mentioned. Some others opposed it be
cause there was an agreement between 
the Edmonton & Yukon Railway Com
pany, from whom Mackenzie & Mann 
purchased the charter for $12,500, paying 
$30.000 for all expenses of the promoters 
and giving l-20th paid up stock for that 
part of the road for which subsidies were 
obtained from the government, 
clause of the bill was carried by 13 for to 
12 against.

The

THE WESTERN 
LUMBER INDUSTRY

TWO WITNESSES
BEFORE COMMISSION

Peter Lund Says Unless More Men 
Are Obtained Prices Will 

Advance.

Ottawa, March 22.—Theo. Ludgate, 
Arrowhead, vice-president of the Moun
tain Lumber Manufacturers’ Associa
tion, was further examined at tfie lum
ber combine commission to-day.

The witness said that last year his 
firm made a profit of 77 cents per thou
sand on the output. There were losses 
outside of this. For instance, some of 
their lumber limits were burned down. 
Last year the ffirm spent about $25,000 
in machinery, and a greater part of 
the time it was idle because they could 
not get men to do the work. They paid 
dividends. " They were paying interest 
on the money which paid the dividend.

He knew no rule in their association 
to prevent the selling of lumber to any 
other than dealers. They would sell to 
any dealer, no matter whether he be
longed to the association or not.

Peter Lund, Wardner, British Colum
bia, was the next witness. He read a 
statement giving a history of the lum
ber trade in his district from the con
struction of the Crow’s Nest Pass line 
down, to the present time. Not until 
1905, when a meeting was held at Revel- 
stoke, and the Lumber Mountain As
sociation organized, was there an im
provement. Till then the mills were 
being dictated to by retail men. Prices 
of everything had advanced, horses and 
hay and . all supplies were higher in 
price. In 1903 labor cost $30 per month 
with board. Now it was from $45 to 
$50, and one half the men required 
could not be had. What was wanted in 
the West was 1,000 men who would 
work in the mills and build railways. 
Unless these were forthcoming lumber 
would be dearer. Facilities for moving 
lumber and grain on the prairies were 
also required. He showed the necessity 
of fuel for western settlers, and conclud
ed by saying that It was incumbent 
upon them to develop Canada, to be 
Canadians and not live in a house di
vided against itself.

STEAMER DELAYED.

Nanaimo, March 23.—Steamer City of 
Nanaimo, from Union Bay, arrived here 
at noon to-day, twenty-nine hours late, 
having had to run into Beaver Creek 
foi^ shelter during the gale.

MINERS PRESENT 
THEIR ULTIMATUM

Wish Hours of Labor to Remain Un
changed But Demand Increased 

Wages.

Calgary, March 22.—Delegates for the 
miners have presented their final ulti
matum to the operators, which, if not 
accepted, will cause the suspension of 
all the operations in mines on April 
1st, when the present agreement ex
pires. The ultimatum is that all the 
agreements now prevailing at the vari
ous mines are to continue in their en
tirety as to conditions and hours of 
labor, but with an advance of 10 per 
cent, on the present rate of wages. 
Minimum per day for outside labor be
ing $2.50, and wages payable fort
nightly.

If a strike is declared, the lignite 
miners are determined and say the 
operators are not trying to arrive at a 
contract, as they have refused all the 
propositions submitted so far and in re
turn are submitting an agreement 
which is preposterous, as it calls for a 
50 per cent, reduction in the present 
wages, and the addition of a clause to 
the effect that if either breaks the 
agreement, the contract is to be null 
and void.

The operators refuse to talk, but it is 
almost certain that they will turn down 
the ultimatum, and that a strike will 
follow.

CALIFORNIA TRAGEDY.

Sacramento, Cal., March 22.—Because 
his little granddaughter, Ellen Gunn, 
refused to sing a second song to him, 
Monico Echeeria shot her in the left 
side and then fired at his daughter, 
Mrs. Catto, and Miss McKenna before 
sending a bullet into his own brain. 
The granddaughter is not expected to 
live.
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