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The Independent Labor Party in
Scotland, according te William Stew-
art the Scottish National Secretary,
has closed its summer propaganda.
Some twenty new branches have been
formed and all the older branches have
increased their membership in some
cases to 100 per cent. This has taken
place in the closing months of the
third year of a gréat war. If the war
lasts, as some people prophesy, for an-
other three years, its conclusion ‘will
find the Independent Labor Party the
strongest political force im Britain,
and ag a consequence, the inevitable
post-war problems will be faced by
a class-conscious organized democracy,
such as has never before existed dur-

ing any period of great national econ-
omie¢ crisis.

Mr. H. A. Campbell, late organizer
for the United Federation of Labor in
New Zealand, and organizer for the
Social Democratic Partyy of New
Zealand, writes with reference to the
Syndicalist resolution passed by the
Lanarkshire Miners’ Reform Associa-
tion, to say that.the experience of
State Coal Mining in New Zealand is
diametrically opposed to the statement
that Nationalization of theé mines
strengthens Capitalism and further ex-
ploits -‘Labor. About 16 years ago, he
says, two coal mines in New Zetiland
were nationalized by the late Dick
Seddon. Immediately coal fell from
30/- to £1 per ton, the miners got
increased wages, the mines became
safer to work in, and the hours of
laber -were made 8 hours, bank to bank.
The experience of working these two
mines, even under Capitalist govern-
ments, is such that both the Social
Democratic Party and the United Fed-
eration of Labor, with the coal miners
at their head, Incessantly demand a
complete State Ownership of all the
coalfield. The Capitalists, of course,
oppose, as they have opposed State
Coal Mining all along, and so far the
Capitalists have been able to prevent
any extension. In Queensland the
State has taken over coal mines, and
the result has been a complete sucess
in every way, as the Government ad-
mitted. recently-at the opening of the
Queensland Parliament. In ‘Queens-
land the State Coal Yards or Depots
supply coal delivered into citizens
backyards at 1/- per cwt.

—Glasgow Forward.

THE YELLOW PERIHL

Chinese Invading Winnipeg—Sway Ex-
tending Eastward--Laborers Brought
From Orient are Virtually Slaves,

(]

Not least among the peculiar loecal
conditions created by the war, says the

Grain Growers’ Guide, is a strike of-

Galician women working for the mar-
ket gardeners around Winnipeg. These
have been patient laborers for years
at $1.256 and $1.50 per day, now they
are demanding up to $2.50 and their
board. - The tendency seems to be to
import Chinese labor to  take their
places, and there is said to already be
a considerable trek of these Oriental
laborers from the Pacific Coast where
the news of the strike has spresd.

m‘ } e R
ice agents on the

and took a number of letters and
papers for examination.. While I have
not the slightest objection to your ex-
amining any papers in my possession,
I have been working for years to get
my material in useful shape, and I am
extremely anxious to have it disar-
ranged as little as possible.
—“The Public.”

FINANCIAL STUDIES FOR HENRY
DUBB

(From the “Reminiscences” of the

late Prof. Goldwin Smith. Published
1911).

Crimean War—The day before the
Crimean War nobody expected it or
desired it; while it was going every-
body was mad about it; when it was
over, eyverybody condemned and de-
plored it.—P. 139.

Lorcha- (Opium) War—The Lorcha
War was kindled by Bowring, the Bri-
tish Resident of Canton, a disciple of
Bentham, who had quarrelled with the
native authorities and embraced the
opportunity of “promoting the great-
est happiness of the greatest number”
by throwing bombs into the  most
densely peopled city in the world. " It
was practically a war in defence of the
opium trade. By the House of Com-
mons it was condemned. But when
Palmerston appealed to the. people,
telling them that an-insolent barbarian
had trampled on the honor of the Em-
pire by hauling down the flag of an
opium smuggler, . the flame burst out
in full fury. Opponents of the war
lost their seats in Parliament.

So- long as there are great grmaments
on foot, wars of passion will not cease.
—P. 289.

Boer War—Another example is that
of the Boer War, the only fruit
of which was:the loss of 250 millions
of money and a far worse loss of
honor.—P. 219.

? the infamous Boer War, than
which there never was a more flagrant
breach of humanity or a fouler stain
on the character of any nation.—P.
363-4. -

Alone or almost alone (in Canada) I

wrote against the. attacks upon the-

independence of the Sowth African Re-
public. Great unpopularity for a time
was of course the result. The people
went mad, as they always do when an
appeal is made by the party of war to
the savage passions which still lurk
beneath the varnished surface of civi-
lization. There is, however,
nothing in my life on which I leok
back with more Batisfaction than I do
to thé part played by me, however
feebly, in defence of justice, humanity,
the faith of treatiés, national indepen-
dence, and at the same time the honor
of my country, forever sullied by foul
and perfidiois oppression of the weak.
—P. 449. :

_Jamaica Atrocities—The ex-slave-
‘holders hatred and fear of the emanci-
pated slave, after long brooding, broke
out in 1865 ‘with terrible violence. A

- local and accidental affray caused by

the unpopularity of ‘a district magis-
trate was seized upon by the~whites
as a pretext for a reign.of terror, Gov-
ernor Eyre sharing and giving the
reins to their panic rage. - Altogether,
439 men and women were put to death,

and the numbers flogged could not
have been less than 600. The hangings

- went on for nearly five weelks after the
outbreak. Men received 100 lashes,

- women 30. lluy of those who were
Mm with a ﬂt'-ﬂ-,illlll-wll veu .

where martial law had been proclaim-
ed, and a court martial was sitting;
packed the court afresh, and when
even that packed court hesitated to
put the man to death without evidence

himself ordered  the execution —-Pp o—Ttalian painting of the fitteenth cen-

357-58.

Italian Imperialism—Half the mor-
sel of coarse bread and the cup of
meagre wine were being taken from
the lips of poverty to pay for the
share of Italy in the Imperialist and
Militarist-craze—P. 392.

—Glasgow Forward.
PR R Spier o ) ST
INDEPENDENCE OR IMPERIAL
PARTNERSHIP

(By Henri Bourassi, Published by Le
Devoir, Montreal, Price 25 cents.)

This little book is written in reply
to Mr. Lionel Curtis's (editor of the
Round Table) book The Problems of
the ' Commonwealth,” in- which Mr.
Curtis advocates an Imperial Partner-
ship when the Governments of the
Colonies shall have some ~voice in
foreign affairs. Mr. Henri Bourassi
differs from him and presents argu-
ments in favor of independence, in
preference to Imperial Partnership
and quotes Mr. Curtis as saying “That
independence would be the ‘simplest’
solution.”

In chapter II he discusses quite
frankly Canada’s participation in the
war and what she has to gain; and
says, “A thought should also be given
to the compensations which some of
the partners may find in war opera-
tions. In the present conflict, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and South Africa
have already conquered and actually
occupy large tracts of land snatched
from the enemy. The United King-
dom “has appropriated to itself hun-
dreds of millions worth of goods and
ships. . Canada alone has received no
compensation. In all likelihood she
will receive nothing. That such would
be her fate in all future wars is al-
most certain, on aceount of her special
position in the world.”

“Again, if the principle of solidarity
is to prevail as regards the burden of

the Empire, should ‘it not prevail.also ‘

in the adjudication of Imperial profits?
Ought not the conquests and seizures
made by any of the partners be thrown
into a common fund?” (p. 33.)

Chap. III is devoted to the discus-
sion of why the Quebec Nationalists
desire independence, quoting Sir John
Macdonald and_Bishop Charles Lar-
ocque as saying that the present con-
stitution was meant t6 prepare Can-
ada to take rank with the nations of
the earth.

“The kind and degree of liberty
which Sir John Maé¢donald desired for
Canada in 1865—~a.b§olute independence
under the nominal sovereign of the
British King—would be perhaps ac-
ceptable. But to all appearances,
England’'s insatiable greed has rend-
ered that  solution 'imprdctlcablé."
(p. 52.) .

Maintaining that there would be
less danger of aggression if Canada

was freed from the intricacies of Im- - -
perial politics and would be much

safer than she is now, he continues:

“In the fifty years elapsed since our
war agreement of 1865, England has
-doubled - her monstrous Colonial Em-
pives: :

“On the other hand, the trade and
industrial development of other eoun-
tries—United States, Germany, Japan,
Russia—and the CQlonl'n expansion of
France and Italy, “have brought re-
‘vivals to. Britain in many lands and
upon nmnewui n’rki\tt' long con-

etérnal peace, and for centuries. to
come the Gaul, the Saxon, the Russ—
and the Lombard—not to speak of the
Jap or the Serb, will play together in
celestial .amity, as cherubs in some

tury, and keep the world in Joy, hap-
piness and peace. ;

“A fool's paradise is the abode of
those gullible ecreatures.

“After this other wars will come;
and more crushing the defeat, on one
side or the other, the guicker the re-
venge, the bloodier the retaliation.

“ ‘In future wars the alignment of
armies is sure to be different from the
present one. Within a year from the
breaking of Germany's power,’ wrote
an English publicist in the first days
of the war, ‘our Imperialists will be
calling out for a strong Germany to
balance a threatening Russia.’ 3

“One thing is certain. So long as :
England pretends to rule the waves, = ¢
to govern or protect one.quarter of
mankind, and police the rest,, and
sticks to her mania of printing the
map in red, she will run more risks
of war than any other nation. She
may wage fewer petty wars. She will
certainly be engaged in more wars of
a gigantic character.

“By sticking to the British Empire,
Canada and -the other Dominions
therefore contribute to increase the
dangers of war to themselves and to
the world at large.”

Whilst not agreeing with the writer,

I believe Mr. Bourassi is honest in
the conviction that to make Canada a
nation will solve the problems of war
for Canada. We must not forget that
Britain or any other country is not
the real enemy that faces the common
people—hut Capitalism with its system
of profits; and until we drive this sys-
tem of Capitalism from off the earth:
we still will have wars. ,

The book is well written and should
be read by the English-speaking Can-
adian, who. will then have a true
conception of the viewpoint of the
Nationalist movement in the Province
of Quebec.

j.M.c.

Fighting - Corruption.

Ottawa Citizen: Premier Brewster is +
undertaking to, put ap. end to -political
blackmail in British Columbia.at least
to the extent of prohibiting campaign.
eontributions by corporate interests.
The law<to be anything like effective
must enforee .full publiéity of all con-
tributions to the political parties and
publicity of election aid in any and all
forms. . Cynical opposition to a pro-
posed measure of publicity of campaign
contriQutions has been put forward in
Parliament in the past. It has been
that a law could easily be .
what assurance would there
be of enfercing it? Political leaders
in the House of Commons in the days
before Augnst, 1014, took the position
that until the Ca‘n&ﬂan electorate =
purged itself of corrupt i’ndencnes no
thing could be gained merely by passing =
electoral reform laws.

‘¢ All machinery—at all events of the
external part of our Government—is in
its intention and its object directed for
the purpose of maintaining and faeili- -
tating British trade. Wé have heard,
and we rejoice at the groat, achies
ments of our Army and our Nav Fy—hi
they have never failed -us_under any
otmtowhlch they have been put hn
 the object of all this action is that th
various parts of the world may
open to the exploration, to
" prise,-to the industry of Bri
he saved from that encireling




