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Coal.

No improvement is to be seen in the coal situa-
tion, except that we have arrived safely thru the first
week of November without any very cold weather.

Just what this means to the people of Toromto will
never be realized, not even by those whe turn up the
weather records.and consider the Octobers and No-
vembers that have sometimes happened. :

As far as coal is concerned, there is no coal. Any
citizen can prove this for “himself by attempting to
buy a few tons. One ton may be promised in the in-
definite future, some time, but there will be no guar-
antee, and money will probably be refused. ‘A happy
minonity who have their cellars filled, some, it is said,
with two years’ supply, may doubt or ignore this, but
when the frost and the blizzards come there will be
& loud call for the fuel controller. ‘

He is probably doing as much as any man could,
but he was started too late, and the experience of
last year' was given no attention and had no profit.
If we get thTu-the approaching winter it is to 'be hoped
that the new govérnment will get its forces into action
early and ptepare in time.

Authority to ship 700,000 tons of coal into Canada
has been given in the United States. This sounds
large and hopeful, but it is chiefly sound. "'Permission
to get is different from getting, and coal is not to be
got. Besides, if we had 700,000 tons it would only
be enough for Ontario,

United States cities are quite as badly off as we
are for coal. This should assure us that the Wash-
ington government is giving us equal treatment, but
there is little consolation in freezing to death in com-
pany. Solitude in such circumstances adds little to
the undertaker’s bill. We believe if there was coal
to be had we should get it. The miners are siriking,
however, which is one of the German methods of mak-
ing war; and while they strike and refuse to dig coal,
we shall have to go without. ‘While we freeze we
can, if 'we are pacifists, indulge in beautiful thoughts
of peace. If we are otherwise minded we will }e-
member that the coal shortage was inaugurated by
Kaiser Wilhelm on August 2, 1914, The war is going
on might in the coal bin.

We Will Vote on It Now.

There was a certain force in Sir Wilfnid Laurier’s
demand ' that the people should be consulted on the
subject of conscription, and they are being consulted
in the regular and constitutional way. The British
practice has seldom been to take a plebiscite first and
then pasg legislation. On the contrary, the practice
has been for the government of the day to pass the
legislation and then appeal to the people. If the
people did not approve the legislation they could veto
it at the polls and throw out of office the people re-
sponsible for its enactmpnt.

Now the Borden government passed a compulsory
Military Service Act.
men,. but announced that if returned to power the
limit would be lifted. Then they went to the people
for ‘a mandate, and that appeal is now being heard
and will be passed upon at the coming election. If
the present government is returaned to power the pre-
sent conscription law will be enforced, and it will be
50 amended as to enable the government from time
to time to conscript all the men needed. If the pre-
sent government dis defeated we venture to think that
we will have heard the last of comscription in this
country :

True, Sir Wilfrid offers to have another plebiscite,
as it were, upon the subject, but that plebiscite win
be unnecessary if the coming election goes against the
union government. The issue mow before the people
is conscription. Union government favors conscript-
ing to the limit if necessary. The opposition promises
to take a plebiscife on the subject. Unquestionably
all who really favor conscription will vote for the
government, and all who are opposed to conscription
will vote against the government,

The people of Canada will decide the conscription
issue on the 17th day of December. Once settled, it
will not have to be settled over again by anether ple-
biscite or another election. If the union government
i§ returned to power conscription will proceed with
vigor and will continue until the end of the war. If
Sir Wilfrid Laurier is returned to power we will not
have conscription. Neither will it be necessary for
Sir Wilfrid to go thru the formality of holding an-
otheér plebiscite. We will vote and, decide upon com-
scription at the coming election. Those in favor ot
conseription will vote in favor of union government.
That is all there is to it.

Incidentally, those who wish to assist the German
cause will vote against the government, and those 'who
wish to carry on the war to end war and those who
started it in 1914 will vote for the union policy and
those who are pledged to administer it.

| Italy and the War,
Italy is aLLH a danger spot, but the Italian authori-
: tes appear tb be confident and send out reassuring
messages. The Teutons have crossed the Tagliamento,
but this is explained by the Italians as being quite in
the program, inasmuech as the Tagliamento was not
iatended to be used as a fighting line, but only as a
temporary screen behind which the Teal stand could
be prepared. Provided the strategy. adopted is cor-
fect this explanation may be accepted, but we should
be prepared for any eventuality.

Gérmany will undoubtedly plume herself on this
a,rh'\m’ommn, and the news of the triumphant secat-
tering of the Italian forces will put fresh heart in the
u.zﬁering German people. They have heard of great
victories, smashing defeats of the ehemy for three
vears—Verdun, Tannenberg, Dunajec, and now the
I:Uuzg, All the cnemies are defeated, England is
starving beat warfare, America has no army,

WAl goes on It _must puzzle the Lie.r‘

from 1U-
nd vet ithe

mans at home to explain how a war of such great} )

‘blow can be struck against Germany in Italy.

It restricted the levy to 100,000 ]

conquests results in such hardship and misery.

‘There is much difference of opinion as- to the re-
spective possibilities of Italy and France as the field
of a decisive victory. "It does not appear that a vital
s It is
true' that the Italians had launched a deadly blow
against Austria which bled the du#l empire to extreme
weakness and compelled Germany to give attention to
the Italian campaign. To strike a vital blow at Ggr-
many in Italy now it would be necessary to bring suf-
ficient forces into action to drive back the Germans,
rout the Austrians, re-establish the positions held by
the Italians before their retreat; and passing these
push the a.t&a on to Viepna itself. It would take a
brilliant legder and a million troops with superlative
equipment to carry out that program at present.

We are disposed, therefore, to turn to the western
front ance more to look for indications of the decision
that must come some day, be the time Jong or short.
Germany’s own move towards Italy is the mbst cer-

tain token of her insecurity om the French front. It
is clear enough that the Italian campaign was a bril-

lant stroke of the German generals, It had a double
intention, and both were masked by the attack on the

‘Gulf of Riga. Their wits sharpened by despair, the|C

forces of the autocracy plunged for a big hazard.
They could relieve Austria, which was in straits, and
they might draw from the forces that were pressing
go tightly at° Verdun, at Laon, at Lens, at Ypres, at
Dixmude. The attack at Riga achieved nothing, but
caused much excitement, drew attention from the
operations in northern Italy, and so gave the Austrians
their chance. The Italian stroke has relieved Aus-
tria, but we do not believe it has lifted an oumnce of
pressure from the western front. There the battle
goes on as before, incessant artillery fire, ceaseless
raiding, constantly renewed attacks which, altho re-

garded as skirmishes in the present war, rival the

greatest battles of past history. And slowly, surely,
Germany gives way before the pressure. A retreat is
now being carried on behind the German front, and
the Italian stroke will mask this operation for the
Germans at home. But the soldiers know. The gen-
erals know. The kaiser knows. 5

It is at this critical time that the foolish counsel-
lors come advising us to end the war, to make peace,
to shake hands with the men of no fajth, the blood-
men, as John Bunyan would have called them. Even
tho it take three years more our business is to bear
up and bear on the burden that we' are asked to
carry, so that our children and- our children’s chlidfen
shall walk erect as men.and not as slaves.

Trotsky, a German Agent.

Trotsky, whose real name is Bronstern, and who
prefers to talk German, hating English and disliking
French, is the man who for the moment is bedeviling
the Russian soldiers and workmen. There is very
little doubt that he is acting dn the interests of Ger-
many. The kaiser is being well served by his agents,
and if the democracies of the world allow themselves
to be fooled by the specious and plausible representa-
tions of such people as Trotsky they have only their
silly selves to thank.

Trotsky is engaged in an effort to overthrow the
present Russian Government and to make peace with
Germany at any price. N? real friend of Russia coulgi
favor such & policy, and ‘mo griénd of Ger’mxipy ééullidh
ask more. The unlearned Russians, suspicious of ;all
governments and jealous of all authority in their fiyst
experience of liberty, listen to.this plotter joyfully,
and the situation grows worse day by day. “Among
those who plot,”” says The Koran, “God is the greatest
of plotters.” Not Germany and not Trotsky can ex-
pect to carry ¢he plot to the &nd that will crush hu-
manity and give German militarism coatrol of the
‘world. They may flourish for a seaSon, but their
term will come. y : 3

Trotsky professes to represent the interests of the
masses, against the emperors and kings and the
moneyed autocrats. If this were his real motive most
of us would be behind him., But if it were his real
motive he would not try to bring about a condition
which would bind Europe more closely than ever to
the emperors and kings and moneyed autocrats of
middle Europe. Trotsky’s policy, like that of all the
Peace-mongers and pro-Germans, is antagonistic to the
great democracies. The man who would bind Russia
to Germany in a premature peace, rather than to the
United States, France and Britain, is no friend of
democ'racy.

He contends, as so many of the pacifists do, that
the war is being carried on by capitalists for their
own ends. In Russia he accuses the bourgeoisie of
this fell purpose. In Canada we are told the manu-
facturers and capitalists are doing it. Those who be-
lieve these things know little of war or of the opinions
of a democratic people. There may be manufactur-

ers and capitalists who have mo children, no relatives was

in the war; there may be bourgeoisie in Russia who
have no sons in the ranks, but these people are in a
minority and do not sway the councils of the nation.
Those who have friends at the front are far more
anxious than the pacifists, who have mo dersonal in-
terest in the fighting, to see this war and all war
ended. But they do not want to have the blood of
their sons wasted, nor an unsettled problem left to
stir up bloodshed for the generations to come. If we
can removeé kaiserism and dts concomitant militarism
we shall have done more %o abolish war than all the
Trotskys and pacifists now at large.

&

Excellent photographs of surrounding country have

| recently been taken from airplanes at altit aryi:
| from 3000 feet to one mile, e & .

The most recent device for catching fish is demscribed
as nothing more ‘than an application of the vacuum clean-
er principle. The fish enter a funnel-shaped net under
the boat and are drawn up to a container tank on deck
by gowerful suction pumps.

The output of the mines of Japan has greatly in-
c'rea.sed In recent years, and this is due to the introduc-
tion of modern machinery. The Nagasaki, the most im-
portant, has shown a steady growth in its output of coal,
copper, zine, gold and silver. The production of coal has
increased rapidly, with a demangd for Japanese ¢oal in
all tst;f ré?rts of the orient.

nction has been given to the comst:
derground electric railways in Madrid, vk D

It is proposed to use rubber
ity Ve sponge molded to fit

motor car tire casings, and in this manner
produce a puncture-proof tire.

The electric furnaces of Sheffield, England, alone
cartxi r;ow produce 90,000 tons of steel Pper year, and it is
an'ticipated that in 1918 the output from these fu
alone will be 150,000, mBca

Ip CHungn_ry gipsies are regarded as a dangerous com-
munity. .Iz is said that no fewer than 200,000 wander
about. So notorious are their thieving propensities that
th:ey are not allowed inside the towns, while ‘the villages
tolerate them for oniy two days :

Tact and cheeriness will break down opposition when
argument would only stiffen it, =
-

e——

Hon. W. D. Mec

|
Ward Five Conservatived filled the
main auditorium in X Hall, ‘corner
of College street and Eu
night, at the annual m
sociation, and great inte
fested in the

Urge Support for{Union.

It'xtdrre (rst'um:t% me
talion), and T il |
The meeting was keenly interested in
the election of officers, Which resuited
as follows : President, W, E. n (re-
elected); vice-presidents, T. R. Young
(re-e!ectodl){. ’i‘ndD l{n (melg't = r;
lem,. . . un. .
sech Thomas Cmvs?qr& was the first
speaker, ‘‘We are & union body,” he
said, “and as patriotic Britishers we must

ed a task that was “egarded as an
possibility.’ ; i
tmHon. Wty D, McPherson was g:%: sg
hearty refeption. He was 1
many women out and taking an interest
in the affairs of the country. He 'pokthe
of the Women’s Franchise Act a.rxtl’ e
Ontario Temperance Act as great elne-
ot et e Shions i Cxnade’s
ion was the mome:
-lt::istory. a?nd ?i;% fate o{a the Military Ser-
ice Act was in the balance.
:rme cluding an interesting address he
said the question to be decided on Dec.
17 'was er Canada would back up
the men at the front or leave ﬂ}ena
stranded, He believed  the ‘‘good gg
loyal City of Toronto” would stand by
its patriots and send the necessary re-
inforcements, ;
Spoke on Victory Loan.
Norman Sommerville made an eloguent
plea for the success of the Vlct_ory Loan,
explaining the financial obligation which
is Canada’s to the mother countrg.
3-8 1 Starr,vxac.,: wfm sptoke rieti
ly, said it was a time to pul
li};{en and dislikes' aside. | ‘“We "must
play the game bigger than we have ever
done before, THe governmentr of Can-
ada must not be:handed ‘over to Qv.x-e&becd
and Sir Wilfrid Laurier ought not to lea
any govemmem:i'nhc% a  during the
riod of the war,” he "
peH. C. Hocken . criticized the attitude
of Quebec towdrds the  war: and held
that the English language alone should
be maintained thruout the Dominion.
Controller  Cameron was strong_ in his
denunciation of the policles advocated
by Sir Wilfrid and said the way to con-
trol the situation was to give union
government an overwhelming majority.
Speaking of Quebec he Said: ‘It's all
froth and hot air down there; They are
in the wrong pew today.”
Pte. Mcintyre,: 13th Battalion, was
given a very enthusiastic welcome. In
a husflorous way he ‘told of some. exper-
jences at the front. 'He said the war
would not be won by sitting back a'nd
reading the ppapers. “I'm sorry you've
got conscription,” he sald. “It was a
hard blow to the men at the front.when
they got the word that it needed con-
scription to send them.reinforcements.
The meeting opened..and. closed with
the singing of.the majional anthem.

EAST YORK LIBERALS

Mrs. Hector Prenter ‘@nd H. Dewart,
M. L. A., Address Meeting. :
- — : < i
Liberals of East Work will support the
candiddtire of James Ballantyne,- =
ated by the Greater Toronto Labor party
in that riding in the coming fedéral elec-
tion. This course of action was
at the cloge of a meeting o:f representa-
tive I.iberals in Armstrong’s 1, Pape
The meeting was
e of considering the
nomination of a ‘Liberal candidate, but
at the conclusion of a lengthy debate,
and on the invitation of the executive of
the Greater Toronto: Labor party, it re-
solved to lend its co-operation and sup-
port to the dabor candidate.
A resolutioh "advising the support of
Mr. Ballantyne, moved by W. MocCart-
ney and seconded by J. C. Alen, presi-
dent of Ward One Liberal Association,
was submitted to the meeting by the
chairman, C. 'W. Kerr, p dent of the
Central Liberal Association. George Wel-
iings at once offered opposition, stating
that if Mr, Ballantyne would not sup-,
port Liberalism as. ex: sd by the mani-
festo of Sir \;:;ﬂtnld Launier that helcould
not strpport him. i
In the ahseénce of-Mr. Ballantyne Jas.
1. Gurn was called to the platform to out>
line the etand that the candidate would
probably take. He reviewed the policy of
the labér party and state.d ‘dha:t he b%
lieved that Mr. Ballantyne's ideals wou
harmonize with - those of the Liberal
party. : a-
Mrs. Hector Prenter in a short a
assu the thering that there
e pod r gah.bor man in the

averue, laust night.
called for the pur

. belfeved in conscription if the
gﬁl:ﬂmted it. ‘There was only tm%
win-the-war party in and ’tha

of the memlber?1 of wghe
king dlasses - of Canada, who, e
ﬁ:‘mixxg the war with deeds not words.

arraignment of the late government, the
ccalition government, and the members
of the union cabinet individually. 'l‘her?
never was a time, he declared, when it
was €0 necessary for the people to oppose
a falsely named union government and

people. - The Borden administration had
almost led the country to the brink of
military disaster.. During the lust ses-
sion of parliament more iniquitous, more
un-British, legislation had been put upon
the statute books than ever before in
the history of parliament, and all in the
name of triotism. He did not expect
any reljef from the union government
or from the Liberal. . members in the
cabinet who were supposed to represent
the Liberal and labor interests of the
Domiinion. ‘The solution lay in the co-
operation of Liberalism and labm"eanql
by that means only could the pre-
sentation of Ontario be bettered and the
character of the fegislation of parlia-
ment be improved, 5

The meeting closed by endorsing the
E;m&ifesto recently issued by Sir Wilfrid

urier,

MAJ.-GENERAL MEWBURN

Political Situation In Hamiiton Is Very
Unsettied, But Coming Meetings
May Ciear Atmosphere.

Hamilton, Nov. 7.—Four important po-
litical gatherings that will be held this
week, three in the city and one in the
county, will likely result in clearing away
some of the doubt that hag“enveloped the
toca] situatibn for the past month. There
is also a, possibility that the decisions ar-
rived at by some of them will determine
whether or not elections will be held in
both east and west ridings or if the seats
are to go by acclamation

Electors of Wentworth County will meet
| at Dundas tonight for the purpose of rati-
‘ fying ‘the <choice
son as a union government candidate
g\é‘u.‘et g‘lcdliztdof speakers has not peen

efinitely decided upon, it is said t
Hon. Arthur Meighen, minister-of the:

avenue, last*

set”to work. Our leader accomplish-

Sir WiMrid Laurier, she |

H. H, Dewart followed with a bitter |

elect a real union government of the |
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terior, Hon. Hugh Guthrie and J. M. God-
frey will be present. \

The question of whether Major-Gen.
Mewhburn will be opposed by a Liberal
candidate will be settled at the convention
of East Hamilton Liberals in the Sun
Life Building, Friday night. At tue last
convention. held. by the associatjon the
members did not commit the es 48
to thelr intentions, but stated that no
action would be taken until Sir Wilfrid
Leurier had issued his manifesto. - Now
that the manifesto has been given to the
public and is being assailed by all parties,.
including many prominent Liberals, .the
impression that the Liberals will not op-
pose Hamilton’§ cabinet minister is grow-
ing stronger. However, Friday’s conven-
tion will definitely settle the question.

Labor Men, Too. By

What the labor men intend to do will
also be made known on Friday night,
when) the Independent-Labor party will
hold its convention. It has been stated
time end time again that Laborites would
contest both the city ridings and possibly’
the County of Wentworth, but up to the
present. prominent labor inwigsiave Hand-
ed out .no statement that wowd substanti-
ate. It has been said that Walter Rolio

| would contest the west riding, while in
‘conrection with the east riding the names

of ex-Ald. Harry Halford end Ald. Hai-
crow have been given prominence. The
plans of the labor men will likely receive
a severe setback as the result of the de-
cision of Rev. Mr. Gilroy not to take part
in the elections, but this is not likely to
more thamn temporarily delay the /an-
nouncement of labor candidates,

Gilroy Withdraws. .

Under the auspices the Hamilton
branch cof the Win-the- r League a
representalive meeting of all the differ-
ent parties will be held in the Royal
Counaught Hotel on Saturday afternoon
to try and do away with elections in
both the ridings. Bvery effort will be
made to find a peaceful solution of the
local political problem and h 8
that such will be done are being held out
hy many of those who will aittend. Lieut.-
Col. John I. Melaren, T. J. Stewart,
Great War Veterans’ Association, Inde-
pendent Labor party and the different
political bodies are expected to be pre-
snt with ten supporters aplece.” Women
will slso’ be presented. Major-General
Mew?mm mm will also take part in the dis-

cu n.

Rev. W. L. Gilroy will #bt contest the
riding of East Hamilton as a labor can-
didate. In conversation with a reporter
for The World last night Mr. Gilroy said:
“I was invifed to have my name go be-
fore the Independent Labor party’s con-
vention on Friday night. However, aifter
considering the question carefully I have
decided not to be a candidate.”

With the withdrawal of Mr. Gilroy as a

» G e
possible candidate in the east ridi
indications are that Sir Robert
new minister of militia and
be given the seat -acclamal
beiief that such should be done is gain-
ing strength daily among the different
parties, tho. of course, it will really de-
pend upon wkat the rank and file of the
Liberals and Laborites decide to do in
the matter. :

TO CHOOSE UNION ' CANDIDATE.

Jas. G. Culnan, secretary of the
West York Reform Association has
written to the sec of the West
York Liberal-Conserv: e _Associa-
tion that it is desirable that the two
associations appoint a competieo
each comprising 20 io 25 memmbers, for
the purpose of selecting a candidate
“pledged to support the union govern-
ment; to represent the riding of West
York in the coming election.”

WQULD- FAVOR -UNITY. -

Hugh P. Innes, K.C., Offers to Resign
in Norfolk.
Simcoe, Ont,, Nov, 6.—At a meeting
of electors favoring union government
held here today, Hugh P. Innes, K.C,
expressed his willingness to withdraw
in favor of the Conservative. A reso-
lution was passed that 12 miembers
of the Conservative executive meet 12
from the Lfheral executive and en-
deavor to 'arrangs for a union con-
vention within a week. No action was
taken regarding Mr. Innes’ proposed
résignation. - :

_SUPPORTS SIR WILFRID.

Caradoe, Ont., Nov. 6.—At a big
meeting in section Nio.~6 tonight a re-
soluition was unanimously passed sup-
porting the manifesto of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier and urging all Liberals to
take immediate steps to place candi-
dates fin the field pledged to support
his policy. :

WIN-THE-WAR CANDIDATE.

s

St. Thomas, Nov. 6.—Liberals of St,
Thomas fired thwe 'firdt gun in the
election camipaign tonight when their
candidate, W. H. Tolmie, declared that

‘

he was a win-the-war candid

winl [ 1est and always He declared

elected econscriptipn of wea “‘ S
Le one of his strong planks,
na‘.‘tio_na.llxat!on of resourcés,.

~ SUPPORT TO

Greek King Telegraphed Ka
mise to Help the Germa
Wip. the War,

London, Nov. 6. — A despatch
Reuter’s, Limited, from Athens
another series of telegrams
were despatched to Berlin d .
regime of King Constantine have

published, and that they shoy
secret efforts of the former
help the Germans win the war;

lows: - S .
“The King of Greece pledges
word to the German Emperor th
no *eircumstances shall any soldle
native be employed by the ro
German

ernment against the :
or their allies. Greece congents
use of the Drama-Seres Rail
Germany and her allies.”
Another telegram dated
later, says the correspondent,
the journeys of Prinece Nichol
Prince 'Andre to Potrograd and
don had no political character,
the  visits were intanded to
closer the bonds which existed

tween the royal house of Greece &l

the courts of London and Pe
—bonds which of late have very
relaxed.”

In 1later telegrams, the ¢o
dent concludes, *King Constantine
wailed that he could not do what
wapted to do because of entente P!
sure and the blockade.

ENTERING FLYING CORPS.

Brantford, Nov. 6.—Lieut. Jim
of the Six

reparatory. to entering the flying ¢
%e has done heroic work at the fi

and succeeded in rallying his men

Vimy Ridge in the face of a t

. Lieut. Moses has been

retreat. awa
the military medal. He has been in ha

almost since the beginning of the

MAY GET ACCLAMATION |

of Gordon C: Wil- !
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For sale at all Hotels and Restaurants. Oyder

IMPERIAL

Stout
Lager

Just as delicious in taste, and
as pure and healthful as the old-
time brews. Nothing used in
the brewing but selected -hops,
malt and filtered water. Ideal

for family use.
by the case from your Grocer or Dealer.

THE O’KEEFE BREWERY CO., LIMITED, TORONTO
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PHONE MAIN 4202
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