
Chmtiauity and Agmuiiasm.

W«», Iben jroor rauon would fofce ypa to
the conclMioo (bat Mch ord«r implied mind.
Look at the regaUrity of the muoiu, the
nov«nenuofthc|daneuiotl)di orUt^ look
•«•)«"«« ••nMBement of cokm combinins
aiiUty with beauty. We obwrve order a2
doign ihroo^bovt the whole univerie, ami
«>rder and devgn imply mind lo evidcnUy that
that our rcaMo refoMa to amociate them with
any cauae ihort of aiind. To suppoM the
contrary would be like wppoahig iomc vast
cathedral could have been detisned Iw a iellv
fi»h, or that Handel'i •• Met^ " could tuive
been c >iiipoied by an accidental comUnation of
Kwnd*. Nor i« thu aigumeDt upaet by the
widely accepted theory of evolution, ancc
without the hypotheua of a preudmg mind di-
recting iti procetaea, the doctrine of Evolu-
tion in a greater mystery than that of special
creation* John Stuart MUl and Rvid
Hume, both confessed the validity of this
argument

».^^; ^,On''ort'» "fgument was from "The
Moral Nature of Man." Conscience exists in
all of us. It comes to us, and speaks to us in
deiunce of our will, when the will is set again-
st hearing it, and still more against obeyihe
It

; when the wfll is bent on stifling and drowiv
uig Its voice. It warns, threatens, punishes
us, against the will and with a voice of author-
ity, as the delegate or deputy .rf a perfectly
good and holy will. Wh.ae is thU perfect au-
thoritative, supreme will to which all consci-
ences, even the most erring, point Ijuck ?
Who«e if not God's? A\'e have a consdeuM
which does not counsel but which commands
us to do what is rigjit, and to resist what is
wrong, and thu consciousness is a delusion
this conscience a false witness, unless there be
a Ood on whom we morally depend, and who
IS our Holy Creator and our Judge. Each ol
those aigumenu oflbs reasonable testimony'
that God exists. Taken altogether, their evi-
dence is overwhelming, and has all the force
of s aemonstration. We, therefere, have no
hesitation in d<!chring to all the world our as-
sent to the universal creed of man, " I believe
in God."

onieve

Our next task was to show that it was in
the highest dqpree probable that this God
should reveal Himself to mankind 'n addiUon
to Uut revelation He had already ; «dein His
vanoua creaUve and providential act's. And
here we crossed swords with another ckn of
antagonist. The existence of God is only
demeo by Atheists, (a very small section oV
unbelievers). Agnostics freely admit that
^ere is a God, a First Cause, kn Infinite and
Eternal Energy from which all things proceed,
but th«r declare that He is unkn^abte. and
reject the idea of revelation as in the h^est
degree inumbable. They contend, that^v-
ing oiganiied the nnivene, either by evolution

or by direct creation. He has nothing more to
•^ *«5 '«• I« » governed by fixed and un-

the ilHmitaUe extent of the univene, Undiiw
gwike the smallest atom and the mkhtiM

anet, and with wkfch the Creator ^nol
terfcre. In a word, all things thiongh aU

agta seem bound with a chain cf lAvaieal
n«esrity by the hiw of cause and eBecT

It therefore devolved upon us to produce
evidence to show why we should expect God
to reveal Himself to us. Acknowledging that
abstractedly it may be very difficult J? believem wperaatural interference with the ordinary
a»irs of the universe, and that it would re-
quire an overwhelming amount of evidence to
prove their reality ; we still contended that the
droraved state of mankind—the presence of

w r'2*''^'^'" '»•» •»««>» of ««ering
Which abounds m innocent and guilty alike--
theteilure of past experience to provide an
adequate cure—the hopelessness of eradicatfcjo

'^^'?'^ <••' of which, and much more is
•olmoWle<%ed by John S. Mill in hia post-
humous essays) rendered it more than hwhly
probable that if there be a God who contem'
piatM man with feelings of benevolence. He
would make some interposition in hi* favour,
»nd we Ulustrated this as follows : It U be-
yond reason, in our present state in this '^y.

!u *??*?J*^*' "'*'* " England, Canaua or
the United States, to send us pectmiaty aid ;
but if a fire destroyed our town—if a flood
swept away our dwelliags-if a pestilence de-
cimated our pqwhition, our case wouldbe en-
tirely altered, that not only would foreign
asnstance be looked for—it would be unpre-
cedented if it were not given.

We thM asserted that not only was it prob-
sble that God shoald reveal Himselftomu in
His state of destitution, but that He had done
«o in the peruNi of Jesus Christ, and in proof
of our assertion, we brought forward ,the uni-
queness of theChsracterand the Teac&ng and
the Work of this Christ. In setting forth
these we made no appeal to Scripture as in-
spired or mftlliWe. \Ve took the gospels at
the vah» set upon them by the mo« liamed
and critical agnostics, that they were indepen-
dent accounti, written at htest within seventy
or eighty years of our Lord's death, and that
they were reliable so far as »hey rebited the
pnncipnl facts of the life ofChri«, when these
facta were not miraculous.

The charatteroi Christ stands out unique,
towonng above all in ita soUtary grandeur, and
all thouditfttl stttdenta <rf history—the fo^ as
well as the friends of Christianity—have done
homagr to ita beauty and force. It is onkiue
in the afasoiute punty of HU chiUhood :—No
other great character ofhistory is so described.
It IS unuiue in iu innocence combined with
lU matchless force, unflinchiiy courage and


