
NOTES AND ADDENDUM. 283

should commit Scripture to memory as »n exereise of intelli-
gence

;
it being understood, at the same time, that the memo-ming of Senpture by the young is chiefly the laying up of

matonal for future use. For the great benefit of the memorildng
of Scripture, on the part of our children, does not accrue tothem in immediate connection with the exercise, as the benefit
of preaching does to the hearer, but is subsequent, oftenwmotoly subsequent, to it. But when the benefit does accrue
•s It does so often, and sometimes when all hope of it has died
away, it is unspeakably great, as it is permanent.
Our young people themselves cannot be expected to appre-

ciate the good they are treasuring up for themselves, in com-
mittuig portions of Scripture to memory. The value of the
acquisition that is made by a young person whose.mind hasbecome h»rgely stored with Scripture, can perhaps be fully
appreciated only by those who have occasion to deal with per-
sons of mature years, and especially with aged people, in relation
to their spiritual mtorests. Every one who is caUed to deal
with those whom accident or sickness has awakened to concern
about the future, knows the difference between ministering, insuch cas^, to those whose minds are st«.red with Scripture
truth, and ministering to those who have grown up in ignomnce
Of It. In the one case, it is a comparatively easy thing to
mmister with good success-to bring light and peace to the suf-
ferer, thehghtand peace of intelligent trust and enlightened
penitence

; whereas, in the other case, it is often next to impos-
sible to impart, to the mind of the suffering or dying manTanght conception of his moral rektion to God, and of the way of
salvation. It seems as if the constitutional legalism of the mind
has become so inveterate, that the «>ul is inaccessible to any
i^hgious Idea beyond regret for the past, and purpose to do
better, should hfe be prolonged.
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providence of God, we cannot, when labouring to store theirminds with Scripture, calculate what good we are doing in


