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reports of those who walk not with yo3.;' silence this publid
-ttutcry that you withdraw your ailiom from jlrade?nf»eR, ; vpV

ply because tWey veuture coiMCPpfliously (b 'differ frofn ylVi
;

be assured that persecution will never excite, or incre^ifie

chrifitiau affection ; and remember that others have a right to

advance the cause of the Lord Jeso3 as well as yoii j cherish

the religion of holy love to God and .to your fellow chridti^ris

;

a«d then shall all admire your piety
;
peace shall be enjoyed

in your tnidst ; neighbouring churches shall cease to weej^

over you, and instead thereof shall rejoice with yon, and
" God„ even our pwn God, shall bless you.'' That this may
be youf/h&ppiness in years to come, is ray fervent prayer. '.

I Before I put-»a final period to thisletler, allow me to"enlreat

you, and yodr literary colleague, as editors of what professes

to be,<l)e6ri?an of>thw Denomination, and as those vvho-'direot

theCollegiate, the Missionary^ and the Associatiortal inteK.

ests of the Baptist Body in this Province, to remember your
solemn responsibility, to God for the influence you possess.

It is comuionly reported of you that you use that influence

for. worldly rat hpr than for holy purposes ; certain ;it;.iil

that: you .ask the state to support whit sijoald* beJisustafnl

edfby the Denomination at large.' The State piva|; hot-1|)e

allowed; either in whole or in part, to educate, the' risijB^

Baptist ministry in. this Province. This would and must;

maJjc them politicians, and injure their christian character

focJife. Do not frown, and seek to crush thoso who venture

to maintain 'this sacred -.Baptist principle. Condescend {0

believe in the Christianity of some' who '' do not b'elbn^ to
the Association," and somewhat relax ypur authority over

thoae wl|ft do. You have, by. implications,- given; them in^

Mructions in "The. Messenger" not to hold fellovvshipwitill

those of whose conduct you. disapprove ; if any bf thd^ii

should, on high, principles of religious freedomy aot^oth^r-

wise, do not withhold " A Mission" frOm their,* pastt)f,ntfl:

in any other way chastise them forfacting out titeir cuuscienf^;

ces. There is a spiritofirestlessness,'©" dissatisfactioUj will*

things as they are ;.and a desire after freedom is* springing upw

which it will require all your exp^riehce, and'tiabty And talenls

of govbrnmentto cjieck. Nay,»you cannbt'dodt^ ;Wisdonl'djci-

tates that you yield to the pressure which is comirtg,up6ri'-ipijE.

That "th^wisdom that -is from*'abovey"vwhioh, Ifus^ntst

pure, then pea^ceable, gentle ahd'easy to be iri|r^tbd,:full oif

jnercy and good fruits, without -p.-u-tiaiity ati^if^nithout hypoc-

risy,'.' may be liberally bestovved"on you. is»tlfetprayer o^yv^ujl

injuiei friend and servant, -
.. JOSBPH^ BE.JjCHER/ ,#.

Halifax, January 7, 184G.
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