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The MINISTER OF THE INTB-iCOR.
(Mr. Siftou.) Inasmuch as the admin-
Istratlou of the Yukon district, of
which so much has been said, has
fallen largely to the charge of the
department of which I am the head,
it has been thought well that I shouhl make
some observations explanatory of liie nosi-

tion of the Government and of the facts

and circumstances leading up to tlie In-

ti-oduction of this Bill, although such ex-

planation might possibly have come more
properly, under other clrcumsitances, from
an older and more experienced member of

the Government. The hon. g"ntlem.i,n (Pir

Charles Tupper). who ]\as just sat down,
has been a long time In public life. He 'has

told us a great many times, in the very sliort

time I have been a member of the House, that

ho has been Mlnlstf " of Railways and Canals,

and that he has 1 -n High Commissioner.
He has been at interv;ils Finance Minister

and High Commissioner—in fact, we hardly

knew, those who were not In the confidence

of the Government, whether the hon. gen-

tleman was inside or outside of the Gov-
ernment. Then he was for a very brief

and much regretted period Premier of Can-

ada. And now he occupies the responsible

position of leader of the Opposition—at least,

Mr. Speaker, he la the titular leader of the

Opposition ; but after the address to which

we have listened to-night, coupled with

what we have heard and seen during the last

month or so there remains a very serious
!ind grave doubt as to whether lie Is the
loader of the Opposition or whether, to
use a vernacular expression, the tail wags
the dog or the dog wags the tail. The
lion, gentleman I hope will not take offence
if 1 make use of an old adage, and suggest
that I may be permitted to quote Philip
sober against Philip drunk, and to Indicr-te

to the hon. gentleman that it requires a
much more lucid and coliereut explanation
than he has favoured us with to-night to
explain the radical change in the views he
entertained in regard to the contract which
is now ))efore this House. The hon. gen-
tleman has favoured us with several ex-
pressions of this kind since I iiave been in
the House—that he had never in the course
of his parliamentary exprrieuce seen such
an exhibition as this, that or the other. Will
lie say if he ever, in the whole course of
Ills parliamentary experience, saw an old
.ind experieuctHl leader of a party dragooned
in the lliiht of day by the fag end of his party
Into abandoning his position upon a pub-
lic question ? I do not want the hon. gen-
tleniin to take offence at wjjat I say,
for I he expression is only used because
it Is an adage and I do not coin It myself—
but we heard Philip drunk to-night and
now I ask the members to listen to Philip
sober. The hon. leader of the Opposition was
Philip sober when he was interviewed, and
when he expressed hla opinion in theam jam


