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INTRODUCTION".

'I AM aware that the fcrupulous dignity of th«

law of England has not been accuftomed to receive^

as authorities, any thing lefs than the opinions de*

livered by judges upon the bench j the argumena

of counfel in court, and their opinions at chain*

hers, are placed among thofe extrajudicial and

private matters that are wanting in the eiftntid

Quality which fhould condituce a juridical authority.

But it may be faid, with due d^eference to the oracles

which fpeak in our courts, that the opinions of

lawyers have an advantage which those have not

:

they come down to us in the writing of the au-

thor—his own meaning conveyed in his own
Words } the opinions of courts, on the other hand,

are ufualiy conveyed by fome auditor; and the

eleareft judgment may, in after-time, be brought

in queftion from the inaccuracy of contradidiory

reports. Indeed I can entertain no doubt but an

opinion afcertained to be really given by a perfon

filling the office of king's attorney or folicitor^

upon points of revenue and rights of the crown,

will be received by lawyers as a very high au-

thority ; and 1 Ihall think myfelf very fortunate in

having had an opportunity to bring together a con-

fiderablc degree of information from materials of

that fort. ^

With thefe helps from the decifions of courts,

and the opinions of law-officers of the crown, it is

hoped fome light may be thrown on the a6bs of

parliament, which are the fubject of this Hiftory.
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