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FAIR-VVEATHER AND STOHM SIGNS

and dances and court receptions and fancy-

dress balls—all of a discreet and moderate

joyousness which New York and Newport,

perhaps even Chicago and Hot Springs,

would have called tame and rustic. The
weather, for the first time in several years,

was clear, cold, and full of sunshine. The
canals were frozen. Everybody, from grand-

parents to grandchildren, including the

Crown Princess Juliana, went on skates,

which greatly added to the gayety of the

nation.

At the same time there was plenty of

work to do. The affairs of the legation had

to be straightened out; the sending of

despatches and the carrying out of instruc-

tions speeded up; the arrangements for a

proposed international congress on educa-

tion in the autumn of 1914, forwarded;

the Bryan treaty for a year of investiga-

tion before the beginning of hostilities

—

the so-called "Stop-Look-Listen" treaty

—

modified and helped through; and the

thousand and one minor, unforeseen jobs
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