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mises as a way of getting out of the war, came out in a

very jubilant form next morning. "Panic-stricken

inquirers," they said, " ask now, where are the means of

meeting the invasion ? We reply that the invasion wiJU

never take place. A British fleet, manned by British

sailors whose courage and enthusiasm are reflected in the

people of this country, is already on the way to meet

the presumptuous foe. The issue of a contest between

British ships and those of any other country, under any-

thing like equal odds, can never be doubtful. England

awaits with calm confidence the issue of the impending

action."

Such were the words of the leading article, and so we

all felt. It was on Tuesday, the 10th of August, that the

fleet sailed from the Downs. It took with it a submarine

cable to lay down as it advanced, so that continuous

communication was kept up, and the papers were pub-

lishing special editions every few minutes with the latest

news. This was the first time such a thing had been done,

and the feat was accepted as a good omen. Whether it

was true that the Admiralty made use of the cable to

keep on sending contradictory orders, which took the

command out of the admiral's hands, I can't say ; but all

that the admiral sent in return was a few messages of the

briefest kind, which neither the Admiralty nor any one

else could have made any use of Such a ship had gone

oix reconnoitring ; such another had rejoined—fleet was

in latitude so and so. This went on till the Thursday

morning. I had just come up to town by train as usual,

and was walking to my oflice, when the newsboys began

to cry, " New edition—enemy's fleet in sight !" You may
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