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Ifc Is uoL iH^coKsary hero u> reliitr Iidw Sii' .Itilm's (rov,'nMUi'nt <;am»

to Failiiiaiciit, vviili a luge in;tji»rity wSid, ciimm1»1»"1 uv\ay, cansitii; it

to fall in \>>1\\. Foi- the imujk>w of tins iiHi-i'iitivo, it is suttivit-nt U»

«ay, a CiovcnuttfMit was foriiind nnflec the Pr«'mii'i-shi|) of Mr. Al«x.

MiU'keiui«», HJi'l whii.li on tiie v<M'y cann'st ailvice of Mr. <Jeorg»

Bi'DNvu, i\gain a|)|>t'al<>(l to the country, althoui^h th« cUictioiw had iman

«o v.'ccut. Thi! re.sult politically, juntilifd thf wiuaoity whiili moved
tho advicji. Mr. Mackonzio's Govi-nmu-iit was rHtunieil vvi^h a vtiy

lar^a umjority, ai^'l it was verv coniideiitly waid. ovea ujHMily in Pailia-

inont, th.it the Htar of Sir John Mac<h)naUl and liis party had forover

gon»' down.
Later, Mr. Bluke joiiU'd Mr. Mackenzie's Onveintnent, sprving under

him. Uut how did ho serve? and hosv <iid lie support,— t;8pceially iu

those ltttf?r year.-<, when he had ceased to ho a Minister, and when. Mr.

Mackcnxio Ciuue to have trouldus and ditficultlKs] Ho .scaictdy con

Ceahnl hirt want of lewpect for his leader, an<l v«m) often when Mr*

Muckenzie was niaking important niini.sieriai expositions, tliis man of

th;i white flowei of honour, affe';ted to ya^.^n and go to slet^^p.

It came laUn-, after deatli had deprived the p.o-ty of the uonnseU

uiiJ services of Mr. Georgt; Biow.i and Mr. L. 11. Ilolton, and after

the fortunes of the elections in 1878 had .swept l>y a crushing majority,

that (roveriunent away, tliat a caucus was hidd, of what may be oalU-d,

the '* rump" of u uuce great party ; which alone survived in that par-

liamtnt. Perhaps it migiit he unjust to say, and at any rate we cannot

•ay, that that caucu.s was moved by Mr. Blake, for tlie purpose of

deposing Mr. Matkeuzio from the leader.sliip to put .Mr. E!:i!'S .':: his

stead ; but at least it most be .said that Mr. Blakd benetitted by it,

and that a receiver is as bad as a thief, if indeed he is not a meaner and
k.ss courageous |)erson. And it is further to V'(3 s-ud that neithi-r that

caucus, ncr its act, would evw have been, if either Mr. George Urown
or Mr. L. H. Holloa had lived.

The circumstances attending the calling of that caucus are knowa
liavo been cijane'^-ii.^t'd bj r|,>testabl(? cruelty ami meanness. A

circular wuj: simply .sent to Mr. Mickenzie, a man who in uprightiiess

of character as widl as iu [loliucil 8agacit\ , was iiead and siioulders

above tiiem all. asking hini to attend a caucus to choose a leiider. HTa

did not go, but the caucus met and elected Mr. IWward Blake aw leader.

These prociedings very nearly seni Mr. Matkenisie to his grave, aad he is

to thi.s day an utterly broken down man; but yet ho might use the phrase

of t!ie French king afuer the field of Pavia, " Tout est perdu for*

I'iiOiiueur."

It may be here askt-d whether there is anything in the political

character of Sir Joiin Macdonald, or Sir Oharh's 'I'upper, which will

bear any couiparisou with these proceedings as aflectiug, and discediting

and staining tie* uluuacter of the chief actor. It is true Mr. Blake did

rtllect cnod'jsty ^•T^d say he did not want the hononr, did not want to b»
the leader. But are phrases of this kind of a nature to impose upon
the iutelligentM} of any man of common sense, or cm they be regarded;

as other than a very thin veil of hypocrisy'? It must be said that n»
•luck JTas followed the:;,e proceedings. On the contrary a Nemesis has

seemed to follow them ami the party has ever since been broken and
discredited. " Had Zinai peace who slew his master {"

If Wo e^ amine Mr. Blake'.s life by the light of hia publicij-

tsleciared principles, we find a shifting position which is not compatible


