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Centerof Government {or protection and reHef, is of theutmofl

confequence to the fecurity of Government, in a Country where
the Inhabitants are fo much difperfed. It is that political con-

nexion which forms fuch a Prominent Feature in the Cha«
rafter of all Nations ; by whjch we feel at firft fight a de-

gree of Fiiendfhip and Attachment which inclines us to

afibciate with, and to fcrve a Subje6l of the fame King-
dom i which makes us look on a Perfon from the fame
Country or Province as an Acquaintance, and one from the

fame Town as a Relation : And it is a faft which die Hifto-

ry of all Countries has eftablilhed beyond the poflibility of
a Doubt, that People are now United in the Habits of
Friendfli'p and focial Intercourfe, and are more ready to

afford mutual afliftance and fupport, from bein^ conneded
by a common Centre of Government, than by any other tie.

In fmall ftates this principle is very ftrong; but even in

cxtenfive Empires it retains a great deal of its Force i for,

befides the natural prejudice which inclines us to favour the

People from our own Country, thofe who live at the ex-

tremities of an extenfive Kingdom, or Province, are compel-
led to keep up a Connexion or Correfpondence with thofe

who live near the Centre or Seat of Government, as they

will neceffarily at times have occafion to apply for Favours,

Juftice, or Right i and they will find it convenient to re-

quefl: the Afliftance and Support of diofe whofe fituation

enables them to afford it.

I might here compare the different fituation of Scodand,

now united to England, and governed by the fame Legif-

lature, with fome other of the Dependencies of the Britifh

Empire ; but I confider it to be unneceffary, as the objeft

muil be prefcnt to the Recolledlion of every Member of
this Honourable Houfe.

I beg leave to mention as a Confideration worthy of the

attention of this Honourable Houfe againft the Dlvifion of
that Country, and the cftablilhment of a new Government
in the upper part of it, that the new Province will be en-

tirely cut off from all Communication with Great-Britain ;

that their Government will be compleat within itfelf ; and as
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