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planation may continue to be m^^e, a fourt*

dation for every kind of oppreflion i but they

do not believe that the framers of the declara-

tory aft could ever be charged with the de*

fire of taxing them ; iince it was riotorious

that they had introduced that very aft as a

kind of falvo for the authority of Parlianient,

in order that they might be enabled to repeal

the only law by which America was taxed. The
declaratory aft: was a fword of ftate, for orna-

ment rather than for «fe ; it was never to be

drawn for the purpofe of revenue, nor for any
other occa(ion Itfs important than thefalvation

of the empire. In this light the Americans

viewed it from the beginning, for which rea-

fon it had not the leaft tendency to check thofe

fhouts of joy which were heard from every

province when the ftamp-aft was repealed. If

we are ftill at a lofs to know whether all clafles

of men among us are equally obnoxious to

the Americans, and whether they confider

themfelves equally aggrieved by all, let us

hear the late declaration of the congrefs, the

very piece your Lordfhip is pleafed to quote.

After enumerating the many afts of injuftice

and cruelty that have lately been praftifed

againft them, they add " fruitlefs were all the
•' entreaties, arguments, and eloquence of an
" illuftrious band of the moft diftinguiflied

** peers and commoners, who nobly and ftre-

*' nuoufly afierted the juftice ofour caufe, to

" ftay or even to mitigate the heedlefs fury
** with which thefe accumulated and unex-
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