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Thk riottge resolved itself into Committoe of

the whole on Mr. Johnston'ti rcsolationi, whicli

fere read by the Clerk, es fullows :—
Whereas, The self Govornment extended to

;ho British North American Trovinces by the

Secretary of t^tate for tlie Colonies, having

.liaced the Local affairs of the rrovinco in the

litids of the Executive Council unrestrained

any control on the part of tlio Lieutenant

I

\

ovornor or the Imperial Govcrnmeni, it is

necessary to correct the anomalies and incon-
reniences unavoidable in the application of

Imperial usages to a Colony ; and a common
luty is created, irrespective of party interests,

.0 cast the Institutions of the Province into f^uch

'brms as may unite the freest operation nf the

oablic sentiment with the most efficient, upright

und economical exercise of the Eiecntive, Le-
ijislative and Municipal functions ; nor is it less

obligatory on this house to obtain more perfect

tability and certainty for the principles of

Provincial Government than can now be relied

on—the present Secretary of State for the Colo-

nies having both in declarations and acts, shewn
that a Minister of the Crown in the administra-

tion of Colonial ntfairs may hold himself free to

disallow wliot a predecessor in ihe exercise of

his official functions had established.

And whereas. First : As regnrds the Lienlenant

Governor—This officer while in theory possessed

of the Executive authority has been in reality

denuded of all power, and should he attempt

to exercise an independent control ove' the

•flPairs of the Province he would disturb the

principle of responsibility under which the

jSxecutive Council are now called to administer

the functions of Government. Ucnce so long

as the Lieutenant Governor shall continue to

be viewed AS the head of the Provincial Admi-
nistration, he must either sink into insignificance

or become the instrument of Executive obstruc-

tion ; in the one case the reverence due the

tiovereign being insensibly diminished by the

contempt engendered for the oH'ce of llsr lie-

presentative ; in the other the harmony of the

Province being endangered by the violation of

a principle which the British Government in

the last two years has affirmed, and Earl Grey
as Colonial Seeretary has sealed by acts of on-
raistakeablc signiticancy:

Rveolved iheriforc, That to avert the evils of
renewing questions of Government which, after

years of agitation and uncertainty, have been
established by Imperial authority, it is proper
that the Lieutenant Governor of this Colony
should be unquestionably recognised as an Im-
perial functionary, charged with the protection

of national interests and as the official MigM^Df
commnnicntion between the Parent State aud
the Colony, but holding no relation to Colonial
affairs beyond the ceremonials of Office.

Resolvedfurther, That to fix this character to

the Office it is proper the Lieutenant Governor
should be paid entirely by the Imperial Govern-
ment. ,

Resolvedfurther, That if this Province shall

be require*! to contribute any portion of the

Lieutenant Governor's (Salary, the sum of £1000
would fully meet the jnst proportion of this

(Mony and the value, of his services under the

present system—this House deeming it anjust

that so large a sum as dSSOOO Sterling shonld
DOW be paid by the Province, and al»urd that

£290 Sterling, or any sum should be granted

for the Private Secretary of an Officer who him-

self has Imt to subscribe the documents that

otliers are required to prepare.

And witereua, Secondly : As regards the. Lt'iis-

lative Vounril—Tho construction of the Legisla-

tive Council is inconsistent with the harmonious
working of the present mode of Government
and its useful iuilucnce ns a Legiiilniive Body.
With a majority created by the Government of

the day for securing party measures, the Legis-

lative Council is for most essential purposes but

the subservient instrument of the Provincial

Government. The same majority on a chnnge
of parties would ninkc it an obstructive Body,
opposed to tlic existing Administration and
wishes of the people as expressed by their Re-
presentatives in (his House.

Resulvcd, That the most efficient remedy is to

be found in the Election of the Legislative

Council by the people for a limited period—the
Members going out by Sections periodically

:

Thus the body would be brought nearer to the

feelings end would more perfectly reflect the

opinions of the Country, while the periodical

infusion of new members would enable the peo-

ple to correct the inconveniences that occasion-

ally might arise from its composition, and

tend to weaken those influences that result in

merely party adhesions.

Hon. Mr Joiinston, said :—.Vr. Chairman,

I rise for the purpose of explaining my reasons

for offering for the approval of this Committee,

the resolutions just read. In taking the steps I

have, I am fully sensible that I have assumed
no small measure of responsibility. The
hon. Provincial Secretary lately intimated that

this was rather an act Act ofa party nnture—tiian

one having for its high object—the elevation of

tlio people. It is impossible to discuss such a
«]uestion ns this withont in some measure
touching upon the relations in which parties

stand to euch other in Nuvn Scntia ; but Mr.
Chairman, I would not have troubled you to day
—had no higher motives—no more elevated

reasons—than such as find their origin in mere

party spirit, influenced me in submitting there-

solutions I uni about to explain. I believe, sir,

that Nova Scotia is now in a situation timl de-

mands the serious attention of all concerned in

its welfare—and that the state of transition is

of much importance through which this country

is passing. We may differ as to the ntuibutcs

andforms which constitute a good Government,

but none will deny that such a Government is

among the greatest of corthly blessings . I aim

at no unattainable heights. Wh/it 1 understand

by agood Government,—what Idodesire for my
country, is a system that shall foster and pro-

mote the moral qualities and de\ elope the

industrial rcsoiirrcs of the people. One that

shall give to the popular voice the utmost in-

fiaencc consisient with the efficiency of the

Executive ; to the Executive an cff'cotivo autho-

rity that shall not control the just power and

privileges of the people. But it is also deepi/

important that the principles of Government,

should be well defined, clearly understood, apd

securely established. And let it be remembered

by every man in Nova Scotia that oar p(«seiit

system of Government baa sprnne into exis-

tence at the fiat of a Colonial Minister and
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