
ON THE COAL-FIKLDS OF THE NORTH I'ACIFIC COAST. 23

VIII. Conclusion.—It is apparent, from what I have said,

that there are abundant supplies of coal o' ; tlie Nortli Pacific,

sufficient, if properly developed, for the supply of the railroads

and steamers, wliich are yearly on the increase ; hut that the only

coal iitted for steaming purposes is found in the British posses-

sions, all others being of tertiary age, and very inferior in quality.

In these coal-fields British Columbia has within itself the ele-

ments of lasting prosperity, which, if properly managed, might be

the means of raising the colony from its present state of com-

mercial depression to a condition the reverse of this. The high

lates of labour will, however, long act as a deterrent to the full

development of tlie mineral riches of the coast, but this obstacle

is gradually lessening in magnitude. It is not the province of

this paper to enter upon the discussion of what exi)ense would

.be incurred in opening up these mines,—even did its lindts admit

of such a digression.
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