
15. C. BEFORE CONFEDERATION.

to tliis article tf) discuss at atiy Ifii^th. nr

even mention all those "forgotten wortli-

ies" who pave their time, and too often

their lives, in explorinjj this coast. In

many instances their only monuments
are the names which they have left scat-

tered up and down the shores of tlie

Pacific. There is much to be ad-

mired in the characters of tiiese rug-

ged old sea dogs who braved the dangers
of the unknown deep in their frail ves-

sels, with scanty accommodation, and
faulty instruments, in the vague endea-
vour to satisfy the restless, adventurous

prosperous communities alniig thediast

of N'orthwest America.

THE IIUDSOy's H.\Y COMl'A.W AND
COLONI.M. I).\V.S.

'{"he histor' of the (iieat N'orthwest

from Hudson's r>ay to the Tacilic is in-

dispolubly linked to that of the powerful

corporation, which for so many years

guided the destinies of this great wilder-

ness. ( )n the i<)th of .May, i't<)<), Charles

Tf. conferred a royal charter on the "The
Governor and ("oinpany of .\d venturers

of I'ngland Trading into the irudson's

Uovernment House, New WeaUninater, in 1860.

spirit working within them. The spirit

of the age in which they lived imbued
them with a love of travel anil adventure,

which resulted in discoveries of vast im-

portance to all mankind.
The search for the northwest passage,

the desire for new and rich do-

minions by the rulers of the Old
World: covetousncss for the trade in the

rich furs so greatly prized by all civilized

nations; the thirst for gold; these were
the potent causes that led to the explor-

ation of these northern waters and re-

sulted in the establishment of free and

Bay." This immense concern received

many rights and privileges, the vast im-
port of which was scarcely thought of

when the grant was made.
By the terms of the charter, provisions

were made for the election of a governor,
of a deputy governor, and a committee
of seven mendjers, who were to have the

directii n of all voyages, sales, and other
biisiness of the company—for the elec-

tion of new members—and for holding
at particular periods a general court uf

the company. The first company and
their successors were made lords pro-


